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§ 4312. Engine cut-off switches 

(a) INSTALLATION REQUIREMENT.—A manufac-
turer, distributor, or dealer that installs propul-
sion machinery and associated starting controls 
on a covered recreational vessel shall equip such 
vessel with an engine cut-off switch and engine 
cut-off switch link that meet American Boat 
and Yacht Council Standard A–33, as in effect on 
the date of the enactment of the Coast Guard 
Authorization Act of 2017. 

(b) EDUCATION ON CUT-OFF SWITCHES.—The 
Commandant of the Coast Guard, through the 
National Boating Safety Advisory Committee 
established under section 15105, may initiate a 
boating safety program on the use and benefits 
of cut-off switches for recreational vessels. 

(c) AVAILABILITY OF STANDARD FOR INSPEC-
TION.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days after 
the date of the enactment of this section, the 
Commandant shall transmit American Boat 
and Yacht Council Standard A–33, as in effect 
on the date of enactment of the Coast Guard 
Authorization Act of 2017, to— 

(A) the Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives; 

(B) the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation of the Senate; and 

(C) the Coast Guard Office of Design and 
Engineering Standards; and 

(D) the National Archives and Records Ad-
ministration. 

(2) AVAILABILITY.—The standard submitted 
under paragraph (1) shall be kept on file and 
available for public inspection at such Coast 
Guard office and the National Archives and 
Records Administration. 

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) COVERED RECREATIONAL VESSEL.—The 

term ‘‘covered recreational vessel’’ means a 
recreational vessel that is— 

(A) less than 26 feet overall in length; and 
(B) capable of developing 115 pounds or 

more of static thrust. 

(2) DEALER.—The term ‘‘dealer’’ means any 
person who is engaged in the sale and distribu-
tion of recreational vessels or associated 
equipment to purchasers whom the seller in 
good faith believes to be purchasing any such 
vessel or associated equipment for purposes 
other than resale. 

(3) DISTRIBUTOR.—The term ‘‘distributor’’ 
means any person engaged in the sale and dis-
tribution of recreational vessels and associ-
ated equipment for the purposes of resale. 

(4) MANUFACTURER.—The term ‘‘equipment 
manufacturer’’ means any person engaged in 
the manufacture, construction, or assembly of 
recreational vessels or associated equipment, 
or the importation of recreational vessels into 
the United States for subsequent sale. 

(5) PROPULSION MACHINERY.—The term ‘‘pro-
pulsion machinery’’ means a self-contained 
propulsion system, and includes, but is not 
limited to, inboard engines, outboard motors, 
and sterndrive engines. 

(6) STATIC THRUST.—The term ‘‘static 
thrust’’ means the forward or backwards 

thrust developed by propulsion machinery 
while stationary. 

(Added Pub. L. 115–282, title V, § 503(a), Dec. 4, 
2018, 132 Stat. 4270.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The date of enactment of the Coast Guard Authoriza-

tion Act of 2017, referred to in subsecs. (a) and (c)(1), 

probably means the date of enactment of the Frank 

LoBiondo Coast Guard Authorization Act of 2018, Pub. 

L. 115–282, which enacted this section and was approved 

Dec. 4, 2018. No act with the title ‘‘Coast Guard Author-

ization Act of 2017’’ has been enacted. 
The date of the enactment of this section, referred to 

in subsec. (c)(1), is the date of enactment of Pub. L. 

115–282, which was approved Dec. 4, 2018. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Pub. L. 115–282, title V, § 503(c), Dec. 4, 2018, 132 Stat. 

4271, provided that: ‘‘Section 4312 of title 46, United 

States Code, as amended [probably should be ‘‘en-

acted’’] by this section, shall take effect one year after 

the date of the enactment of this Act [Dec. 4, 2018].’’ 

CHAPTER 45—UNINSPECTED COMMERCIAL 
FISHING INDUSTRY VESSELS 

Sec. 

4501. Application. 
4502. Safety standards. 
4503. Fishing, fish tender, and fish processing ves-

sel certification. 
4503a. Alternate safety compliance program. 
4504. Prohibited acts. 
4505. Termination of unsafe operations. 
4506. Exemptions. 
4507. Penalties. 
[4508. Repealed.] 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Pub. L. 115–282, title V, § 508(d), title VI, 

§ 601(c)(1), Dec. 4, 2018, 132 Stat. 4273, 4289, added item 

for 4503a and struck out item 4508 ‘‘Commercial Fishing 

Safety Advisory Committee’’. 
2010—Pub. L. 111–281, title VI, § 604(c)(4), (e)(2), Oct. 15, 

2010, 124 Stat. 2965, 2966, substituted ‘‘Fishing, fish ten-

der, and fish processing vessel certification’’ for ‘‘Fish 

processing vessel certification’’ in item 4503 and ‘‘Com-

mercial Fishing Safety Advisory Committee’’ for 

‘‘Commercial Fishing Industry Vessel Safety Advisory 

Committee’’ in item 4508. 
2002—Pub. L. 107–295, title III, § 331(b), Nov. 25, 2002, 

116 Stat. 2105, inserted ‘‘Safety’’ before ‘‘Advisory Com-

mittee’’ in item 4508. 
1988—Pub. L. 100–424, § 2(a), Sept. 9, 1988, 102 Stat. 1585, 

in chapter heading substituted ‘‘UNINSPECTED COM-

MERCIAL FISHING INDUSTRY VESSELS’’ for ‘‘FISH 

PROCESSING VESSELS’’, substituted ‘‘Safety stand-

ards’’ for ‘‘Regulations’’ in item 4502, ‘‘Fish processing 

vessel certification’’ for ‘‘Equivalency’’ in item 4503, 

‘‘Prohibited acts’’ for ‘‘Penalties’’ in item 4504, and 

added items 4505 to 4508. 

§ 4501. Application 

(a) This chapter applies to an uninspected ves-
sel which is a fishing vessel, fish processing ves-
sel, or fish tender vessel. 

(b) This chapter does not apply to the carriage 
of bulk dangerous cargoes regulated under chap-
ter 37 of this title. 

(Added Pub. L. 98–364, title IV, § 402(7)(C), July 
17, 1984, 98 Stat. 446; amended Pub. L. 100–424, 
§ 2(a), Sept. 9, 1988, 102 Stat. 1585.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1988—Pub. L. 100–424 amended section generally, in 

subsec. (a) substituting provisions which related to un-
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