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§ 15102. National Commercial Fishing Safety Ad-
visory Committee 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established a 
National Commercial Fishing Safety Advisory 
Committee (in this section referred to as the 
‘‘Committee’’). 

(b) FUNCTION.—The Committee shall— 
(1) advise the Secretary on matters relating 

to the safe operation of vessels to which chap-
ter 45 of this title applies, including the mat-
ters of— 

(A) navigation safety; 
(B) safety equipment and procedures; 
(C) marine insurance; 
(D) vessel design, construction, mainte-

nance, and operation; and 
(E) personnel qualifications and training; 

and 

(2) review regulations proposed under chap-
ter 45 of this title (during preparation of the 
regulations). 

(c) MEMBERSHIP.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Committee shall con-

sist of 18 members appointed by the Secretary 
in accordance with this section and section 
15109 of this chapter. 

(2) EXPERTISE.—Each member of the Com-
mittee shall have particular expertise, knowl-
edge, and experience in matters relating to the 
function of the Committee. 

(3) REPRESENTATION.—Members of the Com-
mittee shall be appointed as follows: 

(A) 10 members shall represent the com-
mercial fishing industry and— 

(i) as a group, shall together reflect a re-
gional and representational balance; and 

(ii) as individuals, shall each have expe-
rience— 

(I) in the operation of vessels to which 
chapter 45 of this title applies; or 

(II) as a crew member or processing 
line worker on a fish processing vessel. 

(B) 1 member shall represent naval archi-
tects and marine engineers. 

(C) 1 member shall represent manufactur-
ers of equipment for vessels to which chap-
ter 45 of this title applies. 

(D) 1 member shall represent education 
and training professionals related to fishing 
vessel, fish processing vessel, and fish tender 
vessel safety and personnel qualifications. 

(E) 1 member shall represent underwriters 
that insure vessels to which chapter 45 of 
this title applies. 

(F) 1 member shall represent owners of 
vessels to which chapter 45 of this title ap-
plies. 

(G) 3 members shall represent the general 
public and, to the extent possible, shall in-
clude— 

(i) an independent expert or consultant 
in maritime safety; 

(ii) a marine surveyor who provides serv-
ices to vessels to which chapter 45 of this 
title applies; and 

(iii) a person familiar with issues affect-
ing fishing communities and the families 
of fishermen. 

(Added Pub. L. 115–282, title VI, § 601(a), Dec. 4, 
2018, 132 Stat. 4281.) 

§ 15103. National Merchant Marine Personnel Ad-
visory Committee 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established a 
National Merchant Marine Personnel Advisory 
Committee (in this section referred to as the 
‘‘Committee’’). 

(b) FUNCTION.—The Committee shall advise the 
Secretary on matters relating to personnel in 
the United States merchant marine, including 
the training, qualifications, certification, docu-
mentation, and fitness of mariners. 

(c) MEMBERSHIP.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Committee shall con-

sist of 19 members appointed by the Secretary 
in accordance with this section and section 
15109 of this chapter. 

(2) EXPERTISE.—Each member of the Com-
mittee shall have particular expertise, knowl-
edge, and experience in matters relating to the 
function of the Committee. 

(3) REPRESENTATION.—Members of the Com-
mittee shall be appointed as follows: 

(A) 9 members shall represent mariners 
and, of the 9— 

(i) each shall— 
(I) be a citizen of the United States; 

and 
(II) hold an active license or certificate 

issued under chapter 71 of this title or a 
merchant mariner document issued 
under chapter 73 of this title; 

(ii) 3 shall be deck officers who represent 
merchant marine deck officers and, of the 
3— 

(I) 2 shall be licensed for oceans any 
gross tons; 

(II) 1 shall be licensed for inland river 
route with a limited or unlimited ton-
nage; 

(III) 2 shall have a master’s license or 
a master of towing vessels license; 

(IV) 1 shall have significant tanker ex-
perience; and 

(V) to the extent practicable— 
(aa) 1 shall represent labor; and 
(bb) 1 shall represent management; 

(iii) 3 shall be engineering officers who 
represent merchant marine engineering of-
ficers and, of the 3— 

(I) 2 shall be licensed as chief engineer 
any horsepower; 

(II) 1 shall be licensed as either a lim-
ited chief engineer or a designated duty 
engineer; and 

(III) to the extent practicable— 
(aa) 1 shall represent labor; and 
(bb) 1 shall represent management; 

(iv) 2 shall be unlicensed seamen who 
represent merchant marine unlicensed sea-
man and, of the 2— 

(I) 1 shall represent able-bodied sea-
men; and 

(II) 1 shall represent qualified members 
of the engine department; and 

(v) 1 shall be a pilot who represents mer-
chant marine pilots. 

(B) 6 members shall represent marine edu-
cators and, of the 6— 
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