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HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES—CONTINUED 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

46 App.:1121(e). June 29, 1936, ch. 858, title 
II, § 211(e), (g), 49 Stat. 
1989; Pub. L. 91–469, §§ 4(2), 
5, 35(a), Oct. 21, 1970, 84 
Stat. 1018, 1035; Pub. L. 
97–31, § 12(67), Aug. 6, 1981, 
95 Stat. 159. 

50106(b) ...... 46 App.:1121(g). 
50106(c) ...... 46 App.:811 (3d sen-

tence). 

In subsection (b), the words ‘‘existing on June 29, 

1936, or thereafter built’’ are omitted as obsolete. 

§ 50107. Studies on marine insurance 

The Secretary of Transportation shall— 

(1) examine into the subject of marine insur-
ance, the number of companies in the United 
States, domestic and foreign, engaging in ma-
rine insurance, the extent of the insurance on 
hulls and cargoes placed or written in the 
United States, and the extent of reinsurance of 
American maritime risks in foreign compa-
nies; and 

(2) ascertain what steps may be necessary to 
develop an ample marine insurance system as 
an aid in the development of the merchant 
marine of the United States. 

(Pub. L. 109–304, § 8(b), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1559.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

50107 .......... 46 App.:811 (2d sen-
tence words after 
2d comma). 

Sept. 7, 1916, ch. 451, § 12 (2d 
sentence words after 2d 
comma), 39 Stat. 732; Ex. 
Ord. No. 6166, § 12, eff. 
June 10, 1933; June 29, 
1936, ch. 858, title II, § 204, 
title IX, § 904, 49 Stat. 
1987, 2016; Pub. L. 97–31, 
§ 12(27), Aug. 6, 1981, 95 
Stat. 155. 

§ 50108. Studies on cargo carriage and cargo con-
tainers 

(a) STUDIES.—The Secretary of Transportation 
shall study— 

(1) the methods of encouraging the develop-
ment and implementation of new concepts for 
the carriage of cargo in the domestic and for-
eign commerce of the United States; and 

(2) the economic and technological aspects 
of the use of cargo containers as a method of 
carrying out the policy in section 50101 of this 
title. 

(b) RESTRICTION.—In carrying out subsection 
(a) and the policy in section 50101 of this title, 
the United States Government may not give 
preference as between carriers based on the 
length, height, or width of cargo containers or 
the length, height, or width of cargo container 
cells. This restriction applies to all existing con-
tainer vessels and any container vessel to be 
constructed or rebuilt. 

(Pub. L. 109–304, § 8(b), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1559.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

50108 .......... 46 App.:1122(f). June 29, 1936, ch. 858, title 
II, § 212(f); as added Pub. 
L. 90–268, § 1, Mar. 16, 1968, 
82 Stat. 49; Pub. L. 97–31, 
§ 12(69), Aug. 6, 1981, 95 
Stat. 159; Pub. L. 98–237, 
§ 20(c), Mar. 20, 1984, 98 
Stat. 90. 

§ 50109. Miscellaneous studies 

(a) FOREIGN SUBSIDIES.—The Secretary of 

Transportation shall investigate, determine, and 

keep current records of the extent and character 

of the governmental aid and subsidies granted 

by foreign governments to their merchant ma-

rine. 

(b) LAWS APPLICABLE TO AIRCRAFT.—The Sec-

retary shall investigate, determine, and keep 

current records of the provisions of law relating 

to shipping that should be made applicable to 

aircraft engaged in foreign commerce to further 

the policy in section 50101 of this title, and any 

appropriate legislation in this regard. 

(c) AID FOR COTTON, COAL, LUMBER, AND CE-

MENT.—The Secretary shall investigate, deter-

mine, and keep current records of the advisabil-

ity of enactment of suitable legislation author-

izing the Secretary, in an economic or commer-

cial emergency, to aid farmers and producers of 

cotton, coal, lumber, and cement in any section 

of the United States in the transportation and 

landing of their products in any foreign port, 

which products can be carried in dry-cargo ves-

sels by reducing rates, by supplying additional 

tonnage to any American operator, or by oper-

ation of vessels directly by the Secretary, until 

the Secretary considers the special rate reduc-

tion and operation unnecessary for the benefit 

of those farmers and producers. 

(d) INTERCOASTAL AND INLAND WATER TRANS-

PORTATION.—The Secretary shall investigate, de-

termine, and keep current records of inter-

coastal and inland water transportation, includ-

ing their relation to transportation by land and 

air. 

(e) OBSOLETE TONNAGE AND TRAMP SERVICE.— 

The Secretary shall make studies and reports to 

Congress on— 

(1) the scrapping or removal from service of 

old or obsolete merchant tonnage owned by 

the United States Government or in use in the 

merchant marine; and 

(2) tramp shipping service and the advisabil-

ity of citizens of the United States participat-

ing in that service with vessels under United 

States registry. 

(f) MORTGAGE LOANS.—The Secretary shall in-

vestigate the legal status of mortgage loans on 

vessel property, with a view to the means of im-

proving the security of those loans and of en-

couraging investment in American shipping. 

(Pub. L. 109–304, § 8(b), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1559.) 
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