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count established pursuant to paragraph (1) in 
accordance with applicable regulations and 
the terms and conditions of the respective 
grants. 

(d) RELATED EXPENSES.—Subject to such limi-
tations as may be provided in appropriations 
Acts, appropriations available for the United 
States Merchant Marine Academy may be used 
to pay expenses incurred by the Academy in ap-
plying for, and otherwise pursuing, a qualifying 
research grant. 

(Added Pub. L. 115–91, div. C, title XXXV, 
§ 3512(a), Dec. 12, 2017, 131 Stat. 1918.) 

§ 51322. Protection of cadets from sexual assault 
onboard vessels 

(a) RIDING GANGS.— 
(1) CERTIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE.—The Mari-

time Administrator shall require the owner or 
operator of any commercial vessel that is car-
rying a cadet from the United States Mer-
chant Marine Academy to certify compliance 
of the vessel with the International Conven-
tion for Safety of Life at Sea, 1974 (32 UST 47) 
and section 8106 of this title. 

(2) INFORMATION FOR CADETS.—The Maritime 
Administrator shall ensure that the Academy 
informs cadets preparing for Sea Year of the 
obligations that vessel owners and operators 
have to provide for the security of individuals 
aboard a vessel under United States law, in-
cluding chapter 81 and section 70103(c) of this 
title. 

(b) CHECKS OF COMMERCIAL VESSELS.— 
(1) REQUIREMENT.—Not less frequently than 

biennially, staff of the Academy or staff of the 
Maritime Administration shall conduct both 
random and targeted unannounced checks of 
not less than 10 percent of the commercial ves-
sels that host a cadet from the Academy. 

(2) REMOVAL OF STUDENTS.—If staff of the 
Academy or staff of the Maritime Administra-
tion determine that a commercial vessel is in 
violation of the sexual assault policy devel-
oped by the Academy through a check con-
ducted under paragraph (1), the staff may— 

(A) remove any cadet of the Academy from 
the vessel; and 

(B) report the violation to the owner or op-
erator of the vessel. 

(c) MAINTENANCE OF SEXUAL ASSAULT TRAINING 
RECORDS.—The Maritime Administrator shall 
require the owner or operator of a commercial 
vessel, or the seafarer union for a commercial 
vessel, to maintain records of sexual assault 
training for any person required to have such 
training. 

(d) SEA YEAR SURVEY.— 
(1) REQUIREMENT.—The Maritime Adminis-

trator shall require each cadet from the Acad-
emy, upon completion of the cadet’s Sea Year, 
to complete a survey regarding the environ-
ment and conditions during the Sea Year of 
the vessel to which the cadet was assigned. 

(2) AVAILABILITY.—The Maritime Adminis-
trator shall make available to the public for 
each year— 

(A) the questions used in the survey re-
quired by paragraph (1); and 

(B) the aggregated data received from such 
surveys. 

(Added Pub. L. 115–91, div. C, title XXXV, 
§ 3516(a), Dec. 12, 2017, 131 Stat. 1927; amended 
Pub. L. 115–232, div. C, title XXXV, § 3515(b), Aug. 
13, 2018, 132 Stat. 2312.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 115–232 amended subsec. (c) 

generally. Prior to amendment, text read as follows: 

‘‘The Maritime Administrator shall require the owner 

or operator of a commercial vessel, or the seafarer 

union for a commercial vessel, to maintain records of 

sexual assault training for the crew and passengers of 

any vessel hosting a cadet from the Academy.’’ 
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AMENDMENTS 

2008—Pub. L. 110–181, div. C, title XXXV, § 3523(a)(1), 

Jan. 28, 2008, 122 Stat. 598, substituted ‘‘Navy Reserve’’ 

for ‘‘Naval Reserve’’ in item 51511. 

§ 51501. General support program 

(a) ASSISTANCE TO STATE MARITIME ACAD-
EMIES.—The Secretary of Transportation shall 
cooperate with and assist State maritime acad-
emies in providing instruction to individuals to 
prepare them for service in the merchant marine 
of the United States. 

(b) COURSE DEVELOPMENT.—The Secretary 
shall provide to each State maritime academy 
guidance and assistance in developing courses 
on the operation and maintenance of new ves-
sels, on equipment, and on innovations being in-
troduced to the merchant marine of the United 
States. 

(Pub. L. 109–304, § 8(b), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1577.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

51501(a) ...... 46 App.:1295c(a). June 29, 1936, ch. 858, title 
XIII, § 1304(a), (d)(2), as 
added Pub. L. 96–453, § 2, 
Oct. 15, 1980, 94 Stat. 2003, 
2004. 

51501(b) ...... 46 App.:1295c(d)(2). 

§ 51502. Detailing of personnel 

At the request of the Governor of a State, the 
President may detail, without reimbursement, 
personnel of the Navy, the Coast Guard, and the 
Maritime Service to a State maritime academy 
to serve as a superintendent, professor, lecturer, 
or instructor at the academy. 

(Pub. L. 109–304, § 8(b), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1577.) 
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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘vessels’’. 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

51502 .......... 46 App.:1295c(e). June 29, 1936, ch. 858, title 
XIII, § 1304(e), as added 
Pub. L. 96–453, § 2, Oct. 15, 
1980, 94 Stat. 2004. 

The reference to territories is omitted as unnecessary 
because of the definition of ‘‘State’’ in chapter 1 of the 
revised title. 

§ 51503. Regional maritime academies 

The Governors of the States cooperating to 
sponsor a regional maritime academy shall des-
ignate in writing one of those States to conduct 
the affairs of that academy. A regional mari-
time academy is eligible for assistance from the 
United States Government on the same basis as 
a State maritime academy sponsored by a single 
State. 

(Pub. L. 109–304, § 8(b), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1577.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

51503 .......... 46 App.:1295c(b). June 29, 1936, ch. 858, title 
XIII, § 1304(b), as added 
Pub. L. 96–453, § 2, Oct. 15, 
1980, 94 Stat. 2003. 

The reference to territories is omitted as unnecessary 
because of the definition of ‘‘State’’ in chapter 1 of the 
revised title. 

§ 51504. Use of training vessels 

(a) APPLICATIONS TO USE VESSELS.—The Gov-
ernor of a State sponsoring a State maritime 
academy (or the Governor of the State des-
ignated to conduct the affairs of a regional mar-
itime academy) may apply in writing to the Sec-
retary of Transportation to obtain the use of a 
training vessel for the academy. A vessel pro-
vided under this section remains the property of 
the United States Government. 

(b) GENERAL AUTHORITY.—Subject to sub-
section (c), the Secretary may provide to a 
State maritime academy, for use as a training 
vessel, a suitable vessel under the control of the 
Secretary or made available to the Secretary 
under subsection (e). If a suitable vessel is not 
available, the Secretary may build and provide a 
suitable vessel. 

(c) APPROVAL REQUIREMENTS.—The Secretary 
may provide a vessel under this section only if— 

(1) an application has been made under sub-
section (a); 

(2) the State maritime academy satisfies 
section 51506(a) of this title; and 

(3) a suitable port will be available for the 
safe mooring of the vessel while the academy 
is using the vessel. 

(d) PREPARATION AND MAINTENANCE.—A vessel 
provided under this section shall be— 

(1) repaired, reconditioned, and equipped 
(with all apparel, charts, books, and instru-
ments of navigation) as necessary for use as a 
training vessel; and 

(2) maintained in good repair by the Sec-
retary. 

(e) AGENCY VESSELS.—An agency may provide 
to the Secretary, for use by a State maritime 
academy, a vessel (including equipment) that— 

(1) is suitable for training purposes; and 

(2) can be provided without detriment to the 
service to which the vessel is assigned. 

(f) FUEL COSTS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the availability 
of appropriations, the Secretary shall pay to 
each State maritime academy the costs of fuel 
used by a vessel provided under this section 
while used for training. 

(2) MAXIMUM AMOUNTS.—The amount of the 
payment to a State maritime academy under 
paragraph (1) may not exceed— 

(A) $100,000 for fiscal year 2006; 

(B) $200,000 for fiscal year 2007; and 

(C) $300,000 for fiscal year 2008 and each fis-
cal year thereafter. 

(g) VESSEL SHARING.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days after 
the date of enactment of the National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2019, the 
Secretary, acting through the Maritime Ad-
ministrator, shall upon consultation with the 
maritime academies, and to the extent fea-
sible with the consent of the maritime acad-
emies, implement a program of training vessel 
sharing, requiring maritime academies to 
share training vessel 1 provided by the Sec-
retary among maritime academies, as nec-
essary to ensure that training needs of each 
academy are met. 

(2) PROGRAM OF VESSEL SHARING.—For pur-
poses of this subsection, a program of vessel 
sharing shall include— 

(A) ways to maximize the available under-
way training available in the fleet of train-
ing vessels; 

(B) coordinating the dates and duration of 
training cruises with the academic calendars 
of maritime academies; 

(C) coordinating academic programs de-
signed to be implemented aboard training 
vessels among maritime academies; and 

(D) identifying ways to minimize costs. 

(3) ADDITIONAL FUNDING.—Subject to the 
availability of appropriations, the Maritime 
Administrator may provide additional funding 
to State maritime academies during periods of 
limited training vessel capacity, for costs as-
sociated with training vessel sharing. 

(4) EVALUATION.—Not later than 30 days 
after the beginning of each fiscal year, the 
Secretary, acting through the Maritime Ad-
ministrator, shall evaluate the vessel sharing 
program under this subsection to determine 
the optimal utilization of State maritime 
training vessels, and modify the program as 
necessary to improve utilization. 

(Pub. L. 109–304, § 8(b), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1577; 
Pub. L. 109–163, div. C, title XXXV, § 3502(b), Jan. 
6, 2006, 119 Stat. 3548; Pub. L. 110–181, div. C, title 
XXXV, § 3523(a)(2), (b), Jan. 28, 2008, 122 Stat. 599, 
600; Pub. L. 115–232, div. C, title XXXV, § 3505, 
Aug. 13, 2018, 132 Stat. 2308.) 
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