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censing and certification of seafarers that are
comparable to or more stringent than United
States standards or international standards
that are accepted by the United States;

(6) is not manned in compliance with man-
ning levels as determined by the Secretary to
be necessary to insure the safe navigation of
the vessel; or

(7) while underway, does not have at least
one licensed deck officer on the navigation
bridge who is capable of clearly understanding
English.

(b) EXCEPTIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may allow
provisional entry of a vessel that is not in
compliance with subsection (a), if the owner or
operator of such vessel proves, to the satisfac-
tion of the Secretary, that such vessel is not
unsafe or a threat to the marine environment,
and if such entry is necessary for the safety of
the vessel or persons aboard.

(2) PROVISIONS NOT APPLICABLE.—Paragraphs
(1), (2), (3), and (4) of subsection (a) of this sec-
tion shall not apply to a vessel allowed provi-
sional entry under paragraph (1) if the owner
or operator of such vessel proves, to the satis-
faction of the Secretary, that such vessel is no
longer unsafe or a threat to the marine envi-
ronment, and is no longer in violation of any
applicable law, treaty, regulation, or condi-
tion, as appropriate.

(Added Pub. L. 115-282, title IV, §401(a), Dec. 4,
2018, 132 Stat. 4260.)

SUBCHAPTER IV—DEFINITIONS, REGULA-
TIONS, ENFORCEMENT, INVESTIGATORY
POWERS, APPLICABILITY

§70031. Definitions

As used in subchapters A through C?! and this
subchapter, unless the context otherwise re-
quires:

(1) The term ‘‘marine environment’ means—

(A) the navigable waters of the United
States and the land and resources therein
and thereunder;

(B) the waters and fishery resources of any
area over which the United States asserts
exclusive fishery management authority;

(C) the seabed and subsoil of the Outer
Continental Shelf of the United States, the
resources thereof, and the waters
superjacent thereto; and

(D) the recreational, economic, and scenic
values of such waters and resources.

(2) The term ‘‘Secretary’” means the Sec-
retary of the department in which the Coast
Guard is operating, except that such term
means the Secretary of Transportation with
respect to the application of this chapter to
the Saint Lawrence Seaway.

(3) The term ‘‘navigable waters of the United
States’ includes all waters of the territorial
sea of the United States as described in Presi-
dential Proclamation No. 5928 of December 27,
1988.

(Added Pub. L. 115-282, title IV, §401(a), Dec. 4,
2018, 132 Stat. 4261.)

1So0 in original. Probably should be ‘‘subchapters I through
1.
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REFERENCES IN TEXT
Presidential Proclamation No. 5928, referred to in

par. (3), is set out under section 1331 of Title 43, Public
Lands.

§70032. Saint Lawrence Seaway

The authority granted to the Secretary under
sections 70001, 70002, 70003, 70004, and 70011 may
not be delegated with respect to the Saint Law-
rence Seaway to any agency other than the
Saint Lawrence Seaway Development Corpora-
tion. Any other authority granted the Secretary
under subchapters A through C! and this sub-
chapter shall be delegated by the Secretary to
the Saint Lawrence Seaway Development Cor-
poration to the extent the Secretary determines
such delegation is necessary for the proper oper-
ation of the Saint Lawrence Seaway.

(Added Pub. L. 115-282, title IV, §401(a), Dec. 4,
2018, 132 Stat. 4261.)

§70033. Limitation on application to foreign ves-
sels

Except pursuant to international treaty, con-
vention, or agreement, to which the United
States is a party, subchapters A through C! and
this subchapter shall not apply to any foreign
vessel that is not destined for, or departing
from, a port or place subject to the jurisdiction
of the United States and that is in—

(1) innocent passage through the territorial
sea of the United States; or

(2) transit through the navigable waters of
the United States that form a part of an inter-
national strait.

(Added Pub. L. 115-282, title IV, §401(a), Dec. 4,
2018, 132 Stat. 4261.)

§70034. Regulations

(a) IN GENERAL.—In accordance with section
553 of title 5, the Secretary shall issue, and may
from time to time amend or repeal, regulations
necessary to implement subchapters A through
C1 and this subchapter.

(b) CONSULTATION.—In the exercise of the regu-
latory authority under subchapters A through
C1 and this subchapter, the Secretary shall con-
sult with, and receive and consider the views of
all interested persons, including—

(1) interested Federal departments and agen-
cies;

(2) officials of State and local governments;

(3) representatives of the maritime commu-
nity;

(4) representatives of port and harbor au-
thorities or associations;

(5) representatives of environmental groups;

(6) any other interested persons who are
knowledgeable or experienced in dealing with
problems involving vessel safety, port and
waterways safety, and protection of the ma-
rine environment; and

(7) advisory committees consisting of all in-
terested segments of the public when the es-

1So0 in original. Probably should be ‘‘subchapters I through
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