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AMENDMENTS 

1998—Pub. L. 105–362 struck out ‘‘The chief executives 
shall transmit the comprehensive annual financial re-
port to the Inspector General of the Department of the 
Interior who shall audit it and report his findings to 
the Congress.’’ after ‘‘required by the Congress.’’ and 
‘‘The chief executives shall submit to the Congress, the 
Secretary of the Interior, the High Commissioner of the 
Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, and the cog-
nizant Federal auditors a written statement of actions 
taken or contemplated on Federal audit recommenda-
tions within sixty days after the issuance date of the 
audit report.’’ after ‘‘applicable Federal law.’’ 

1982—Pub. L. 97–357 substituted provisions relating to 
preparation, etc., by the chief executives of the govern-
ments of the Marshall Islands, etc., of a comprehensive 
annual financial report to be submitted to the Congress 
and the Secretary of the Interior and transmitted to 
the Inspector General of the Interior Department, prep-
aration of other congressionally required reports, sub-
mission of a written statement of actions taken or con-
templated on Federal audit recommendations, and pro-
hibition of termination of this section under the Cov-
enant to Establish a Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana Islands in Political Union with the United 
States, for provisions relating to an annual report by 
the High Commissioner of the Trust Territory of the 
Pacific Islands on the administration of sections 1688 to 
1693 of this title. 

TERMINATION OF REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 

For termination, effective May 15, 2000, of provisions 
in the 1st sentence of this section relating to the re-
quirement that the chief executives submit a compre-
hensive annual financial report to Congress, see section 
3003 of Pub. L. 104–66, as amended, set out as a note 
under section 1113 of Title 31, Money and Finance, and 
the 1st item on page 116 of House Document No. 103–7. 

EXCEPTION TO REQUIREMENT THAT STATEMENT BE SUB-
MITTED TO HIGH COMMISSIONER OF TRUST TERRITORY 
OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS 

Pub. L. 97–357, title II, § 203(e), Oct. 19, 1982, 96 Stat. 
1708, provided that: ‘‘Nothing in this section [adding 
section 1681b of this title, amending this section, and 
repealing section 1681c of this title] shall be construed 
as requiring the Governor of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands to submit any statement or report to the High 
Commissioner of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Is-
lands.’’ 

§ 1693. Audit of government; access to books, 
records, etc. 

The Comptroller General of the United States, 
or any of his duly authorized representatives, 
shall have access, for the purpose of audit and 
examination, to any relevant books, documents, 
papers, or records of the government of the 
Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands. 

(Pub. L. 92–257, § 6, Mar. 21, 1972, 86 Stat. 88.) 

§§ 1694 to 1694e. Transferred 

CODIFICATION 

Sections 1694 to 1694e, Pub. L. 95–157, §§ 1–6, Nov. 8, 
1977, 91 Stat. 1265–1267; Pub. L. 98–454, title IX, §§ 901–904, 
Oct. 5, 1984, 98 Stat. 1744, 1745, which related to estab-
lishment of District Court for the Northern Mariana Is-
lands, original and appellate jurisdiction, procedural 
requirements, relations between courts of United 
States and courts of Northern Mariana Islands, effec-
tive date, and authorization of appropriations, were 
transferred to sections 1821 to 1826, respectively, of this 
title. 

§ 1695. Federal education and health care pro-
grams; nonapplicability or nonparticipation 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
except in cases in which the Federal program is 
terminated with respect to all recipients under 
the program, Federal programs in the fields of 
education and health care shall not cease to 
apply to the Trust Territory of the Pacific Is-
lands or any successor government or govern-
ments, and shall continue to be available to the 
extent said territory or its successor or succes-
sors are eligible to participate in such programs. 
Participation in any applicable Federal pro-
grams in the fields of education and health care 
by the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands or 
any successor government or governments shall 
not be denied, decreased or ended, either before 
or after the termination of the trusteeship, 
without the express approval of the United 
States Congress and shall continue at such lev-
els as the Congress may provide in appropriation 
Acts. 

(Pub. L. 96–205, title I, § 104, Mar. 12, 1980, 94 
Stat. 85; Pub. L. 96–597, title IV, § 403, Dec. 24, 
1980, 94 Stat. 3479.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1980—Pub. L. 96–597 substituted ‘‘and shall continue 
to be available to the extent said territory or its suc-
cessor or successors are eligible to participate in such 
programs. Participation’’ for ‘‘nor shall participation’’, 
‘‘governments shall not be denied’’ for ‘‘governments be 
denied’’ and inserted ‘‘and shall continue at such levels 
as the Congress may provide in appropriation Acts.’’ 
after ‘‘United States Congress’’. 

CHAPTER 15—CONVEYANCE OF SUBMERGED 
LANDS TO TERRITORIES 

Sec. 

1701 to 1703. Repealed. 
1704. Concurrent jurisdiction; exceptions for na-

tional defense purposes. 
1705. Tidelands, submerged lands, or filled lands. 
1706. Reserved rights. 
1707. Payment of rents, royalties, and fees to local 

government. 
1708. Discrimination prohibited in rights of access 

to, and benefits from, conveyed lands. 

§§ 1701 to 1703. Repealed. Pub. L. 93–435, § 5, Oct. 
5, 1974, 88 Stat. 1212 

Section 1701, Pub. L. 88–183, § 1, Nov. 20, 1963, 77 Stat. 
338, related to authority of Secretary of the Interior to 
transfer tidelands, submerged lands, and filled lands to 
governments of Guam, Virgin Islands, and American 
Samoa with certain restrictions and conditions. See 
section 1705 of this title. 

Section 1702, Pub. L. 88–183, § 2, Nov. 20, 1963, 77 Stat. 
339, related to administrative responsibility of Sec-
retary of the Interior for tidelands, submerged lands, 
and filled lands in adjacent to Guam, Virgin Islands, 
and American Samoa. See sections 1705 to 1708 of this 
title. 

Section 1703, Pub. L. 88–183, § 3, Nov. 20, 1963, 77 Stat. 
339, related to certain rights reserved for the United 
States for purposes of defense, navigation, flood con-
trol, commerce and international affairs. See section 
1706 of this title. 

§ 1704. Concurrent jurisdiction; exceptions for 
national defense purposes 

(a) Except as otherwise provided by law, the 
governments of the Virgin Islands, Guam, and 
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1 See References in Text note below. 

American Samoa, shall have concurrent civil 
and criminal jurisdiction with the United States 
with regard to property owned, reserved, or con-
trolled by the United States in the Virgin Is-
lands, Guam, and American Samoa respectively. 
A judgment of conviction or acquittal on the 
merits under the laws of Guam, the Virgin Is-
lands, or American Samoa shall be a bar to any 
prosecution under the criminal laws of the 
United States for the same act or acts, and a 
judgment of conviction or acquittal on the mer-
its under the laws of the United States shall be 
a bar to any prosecution under the laws of 
Guam, the Virgin Islands, or American Samoa 
for the same act or acts. 

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of sub-
section (a) of this section, the President may 
from time to time exclude from the concurrent 
jurisdiction of the government of Guam persons 
found, acts performed, and offenses committed 
on the property of the United States which is 
under the control of the Secretary of Defense to 
such extent and in such circumstances as he 
finds required in the interest of the national de-
fense. 

(Pub. L. 88–183, § 4, Nov. 20, 1963, 77 Stat. 339; 
Pub. L. 99–396, § 3, Aug. 27, 1986, 100 Stat. 839.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The criminal laws of the United States, referred to in 
subsec. (a), are classified generally to Title 18, Crimes 
and Criminal Procedure. 

AMENDMENTS 

1986—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 99–396 amended first sen-
tence generally. Prior to amendment, first sentence 
read as follows: ‘‘Except as otherwise provided in this 
section, the governments of Guam, the Virgin Islands, 
and American Samoa, as the case may be, shall have 
concurrent jurisdiction with the United States over 
parties found, acts performed, and offenses committed 
on property owned, reserved, or controlled by the 
United States in Guam, the Virgin Islands, and Amer-
ican Samoa.’’ 

§ 1705. Tidelands, submerged lands, or filled 
lands 

(a) Conveyance to Guam, the Commonwealth of 
the Northern Mariana Islands, Virgin Is-
lands, and American Samoa 

Subject to valid existing rights, all right, 
title, and interest of the United States in lands 
permanently or periodically covered by tidal wa-
ters up to but not above the line of mean high 
tide and seaward to a line three geographical 
miles distant from the coastlines of the terri-
tories of Guam, the Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands, the Virgin Islands, 
and American Samoa, as heretofore or hereafter 
modified by accretion, erosion, and reliction, 
and in artificially made, filled in, or reclaimed 
lands which were formerly permanently or peri-
odically covered by tidal waters, are hereby con-
veyed to the governments of Guam, the Com-
monwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, the 
Virgin Islands, and American Samoa, as the case 
may be, to be administered in trust for the bene-
fit of the people thereof. 

(b) Retention of certain lands and mineral rights 
by United States 

There are excepted from the transfer made by 
subsection (a) hereof— 

(i) all deposits of oil, gas, and other min-
erals, but the term ‘‘minerals’’ shall not in-
clude coral, sand, and gravel; 

(ii) all submerged lands adjacent to property 
owned by the United States above the line of 
mean high tide; 

(iii) all submerged lands adjacent to prop-
erty above the line of mean high tide acquired 
by the United States by eminent domain pro-
ceedings, purchase, exchange, or gift, after the 
date of enactment of this Act, as required for 
completion of the Department of the Navy 
Land Acquisition Project relative to the con-
struction of the Ammunition Pier authorized 
by the Military Construction Authorization 
Act, 1971 (84 Stat. 1204), as amended by section 
201 of the Military Construction Act, 1973 (86 
Stat. 1135); 

(iv) all submerged lands filled in, built up, or 
otherwise reclaimed by the United States, be-
fore the date of enactment of this Act, for its 
own use; 

(v) all tracts or parcels of submerged land 
containing on any part thereof any structures 
or improvements constructed by the United 
States; 

(vi) all submerged lands that have heretofore 
been determined by the President or the Con-
gress to be of such scientific, scenic, or his-
toric character as to warrant preservation and 
administration under the provisions of the Act 
entitled ‘‘An Act to establish a National Park 
Service, and for other purposes’’, approved Au-
gust 25, 1916 (16 U.S.C. 1 et seq.); 1 

(vii) all submerged lands designated by the 
President within one hundred and twenty days 
after the date of enactment of this Act; 

(viii) all submerged lands that are within 
the administrative responsibility of any agen-
cy or department of the United States other 
than the Department of the Interior; 

(ix) all submerged lands lawfully acquired by 
persons other than the United States through 
purchase, gift, exchange, or otherwise; 

(x) all submerged lands within the Virgin Is-
lands National Park established by sections 
398 to 398b of title 16, including the lands de-
scribed in sections 398c and 398d of title 16; and 

(xi) all submerged lands within the Buck Is-
land Reef National Monument as described in 
Presidential Proclamation 3448 dated Decem-
ber 28, 1961. 

Upon request of the Governor of Guam, the Com-
monwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, the 
Virgin Islands, or American Samoa, the Sec-
retary of the Interior may, with or without re-
imbursement, and subject to the procedure spec-
ified in subsection (c) of this section convey all 
right, title, and interest of the United States in 
any of the lands described in clauses (ii), (iii), 
(iv), (v), (vi), (vii), or (viii) of this subsection to 
the government of Guam, the Commonwealth of 
the Northern Mariana Islands, the Virgin Is-
lands, or American Samoa, as the case may be, 
with the concurrence of the agency having cus-
tody thereof. 
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