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EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section applicable only to fiscal years beginning 

after Sept. 30, 2003, except as otherwise specifically pro-

vided, see section 3 of Pub. L. 108–176, set out as an Ef-

fective Date of 2003 Amendment note under section 106 

of this title. 

§ 41724. Musical instruments 

(a) IN GENERAL.— 
(1) SMALL INSTRUMENTS AS CARRY-ON BAG-

GAGE.—An air carrier providing air transpor-
tation shall permit a passenger to carry a vio-
lin, guitar, or other musical instrument in the 
aircraft cabin, without charging the passenger 
a fee in addition to any standard fee that car-
rier may require for comparable carry-on bag-
gage, if— 

(A) the instrument can be stowed safely in 
a suitable baggage compartment in the air-
craft cabin or under a passenger seat, in ac-
cordance with the requirements for carriage 
of carry-on baggage or cargo established by 
the Administrator; and 

(B) there is space for such stowage at the 
time the passenger boards the aircraft. 

(2) LARGER INSTRUMENTS AS CARRY-ON BAG-
GAGE.—An air carrier providing air transpor-
tation shall permit a passenger to carry a mu-
sical instrument that is too large to meet the 
requirements of paragraph (1) in the aircraft 
cabin, without charging the passenger a fee in 
addition to the cost of the additional ticket 
described in subparagraph (E), if— 

(A) the instrument is contained in a case 
or covered so as to avoid injury to other pas-
sengers; 

(B) the weight of the instrument, includ-
ing the case or covering, does not exceed 165 
pounds or the applicable weight restrictions 
for the aircraft; 

(C) the instrument can be stowed in ac-
cordance with the requirements for carriage 
of carry-on baggage or cargo established by 
the Administrator; 

(D) neither the instrument nor the case 
contains any object not otherwise permitted 
to be carried in an aircraft cabin because of 
a law or regulation of the United States; and 

(E) the passenger wishing to carry the in-
strument in the aircraft cabin has purchased 
an additional seat to accommodate the in-
strument. 

(3) LARGE INSTRUMENTS AS CHECKED BAG-
GAGE.—An air carrier shall transport as bag-
gage a musical instrument that is the prop-
erty of a passenger traveling in air transpor-
tation that may not be carried in the aircraft 
cabin if— 

(A) the sum of the length, width, and 
height measured in inches of the outside lin-
ear dimensions of the instrument (including 
the case) does not exceed 150 inches or the 
applicable size restrictions for the aircraft; 

(B) the weight of the instrument does not 
exceed 165 pounds or the applicable weight 
restrictions for the aircraft; and 

(C) the instrument can be stowed in ac-
cordance with the requirements for carriage 
of carry-on baggage or cargo established by 
the Administrator. 

(b) REGULATIONS.—Not later than 2 years after 
the date of enactment of this section, the Sec-
retary shall issue final regulations to carry out 
subsection (a). 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The requirements of this 
section shall become effective on the date of is-
suance of the final regulations under subsection 
(b). 

(Added Pub. L. 112–95, title IV, § 403(a), Feb. 14, 
2012, 126 Stat. 84.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The date of enactment of this section, referred to in 

subsec. (b), is the date of enactment of Pub. L. 112–95, 

which was approved Feb. 14, 2012. 

Final regulations, referred to in subsecs. (b) and (c), 

were issued Dec. 29, 2014, effective Mar. 6, 2015. See 80 

F.R. 161. 

§ 41725. Prohibition on certain cell phone voice 
communications 

(a) PROHIBITION.—The Secretary of Transpor-
tation shall issue regulations— 

(1) to prohibit an individual on an aircraft 
from engaging in voice communications using 
a mobile communications device during a 
flight of that aircraft in scheduled passenger 
interstate or intrastate air transportation; 
and 

(2) that exempt from the prohibition de-
scribed in paragraph (1) any— 

(A) member of the flight crew on duty on 
an aircraft; 

(B) flight attendant on duty on an aircraft; 
and 

(C) Federal law enforcement officer acting 
in an official capacity. 

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the following 
definitions apply: 

(1) FLIGHT.—The term ‘‘flight’’ means, with 
respect to an aircraft, the period beginning 
when the aircraft takes off and ending when 
the aircraft lands. 

(2) MOBILE COMMUNICATIONS DEVICE.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘mobile com-

munications device’’ means any portable 
wireless telecommunications equipment uti-
lized for the transmission or reception of 
voice data. 

(B) LIMITATION.—The term ‘‘mobile com-
munications device’’ does not include a 
phone installed on an aircraft. 

(Added Pub. L. 115–254, div. B, title IV, § 403(a), 
Oct. 5, 2018, 132 Stat. 3328.) 

§ 41726. Strollers 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in sub-
section (b), a covered air carrier shall not deny 
a passenger the ability to check a stroller at the 
departure gate if the stroller is being used by a 
passenger to transport a child traveling on the 
same flight as the passenger. 

(b) EXCEPTION.—Subsection (a) shall not apply 
in instances where the size or weight of the 
stroller poses a safety or security risk. 

(c) COVERED AIR CARRIER DEFINED.—In this 
section, the term ‘‘covered air carrier’’ means 
an air carrier or a foreign air carrier as those 
terms are defined in section 40102 of title 49, 
United States Code. 
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