§41746

(A) To provide assistance to air carriers
that will use smaller equipment to provide
the service and to consider increasing the
frequency of service using such smaller
equipment if the Secretary determines that
passenger safety would not be compromised
by the use of such smaller equipment and if
the State or unit of local government waives
the minimum service requirements under
section 41732(b).

(B) To provide assistance to an air carrier
to provide on-demand air taxi service to and
from the eligible place.

(C) To provide assistance to a person to
provide scheduled or on-demand surface
transportation to and from the eligible place
and an airport in another place.

(D) In combination with other units of
local government in the same region, to pro-
vide transportation services to and from all
the eligible places in that region at an air-
port or other transportation center that can
serve all the eligible places in that region.

(BE) To purchase aircraft to provide trans-
portation to and from the eligible place or to
purchase a fractional share in an aircraft to
provide such transportation after the effec-
tive date of a rule the Secretary issues relat-
ing to fractional ownership.

(F) To pay for other transportation or re-
lated services that the Secretary may per-
mit.

(b) COMMUNITY FLEXIBILITY PILOT PROGRAM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall estab-
lish a pilot program for not more than 10 eligi-
ble places or consortia of units of local govern-
ment.

(2) ELECTION.—Under the program, the spon-
sor of an airport serving an eligible place may
elect to forego any essential air service for
which compensation is being provided under
this subchapter for a 10-year period in ex-
change for a grant from the Secretary equal in
value to twice the compensation paid to pro-
vide such service in the most recent 12-month
period.

(3) GRANT.—Notwithstanding any other pro-
vision of law, the Secretary shall make a
grant to each airport sponsor participating in
the program for use on any project that—

(A) is eligible for assistance under chapter
471 and complies with the requirements of
that chapter;

(B) is located on the airport property; or

(C) will improve airport facilities in a way
that would make such facilities more usable
for general aviation.

(c) FRACTIONALLY OWNED AIRCRAFT.—After the
effective date of the rule referred to in sub-
section (a)(3)(E), only those operating rules that
relate to an aircraft that is fractionally owned
apply when an aircraft described in subsection
(a)(3)(E) is used to provide transportation de-
scribed in subsection (a)(3)(E).

(d) APPLICATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—AN entity seeking to par-
ticipate in a program under this section shall
submit to the Secretary an application in such
form and containing such information as the
Secretary may require.
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(2) REQUIRED INFORMATION.—At a minimum,
the application shall include—
(A) a statement of the amount of com-
pensation or assistance required; and
(B) a description of how the compensation
or assistance will be used.

(e) PARTICIPATION REQUIREMENTS.—An eligible
place for which compensation or assistance is
provided under this section in a fiscal year shall
not be eligible in that fiscal year for the essen-
tial air service that it would otherwise be enti-
tled to under this subchapter.

(f) SUBSEQUENT PARTICIPATION.—A unit of local
government participating in the program under
this subsection (a) in a fiscal year shall not be
prohibited from participating in the basic essen-
tial air service program under this subchapter in
a subsequent fiscal year if such unit is otherwise
eligible to participate in such program.

(g) FUNDING.—Amounts appropriated or other-
wise made available to carry out the essential
air service program under this subchapter shall
be available to carry out this section.

(Added Pub. L. 108-176, title IV, §405, Dec. 12,
2003, 117 Stat. 2544.)

EFFECTIVE DATE

Section applicable only to fiscal years beginning
after Sept. 30, 2003, except as otherwise specifically pro-
vided, see section 3 of Pub. L. 108-176, set out as an Ef-
fective Date of 2003 Amendment note under section 106
of this title.

§41746. Tracking service

The Secretary of Transportation shall require
a carrier that provides essential air service to
an eligible place and that receives compensation
for such service under this subchapter to report
not less than semiannually—

(1) the percentage of flights to and from the
place that arrive on time as defined by the
Secretary; and

(2) such other information as the Secretary
considers necessary to evaluate service pro-
vided to passengers traveling to and from such
place.

(Added Pub. L. 108-176, title IV, §407, Dec. 12,
2003, 117 Stat. 2545.)

EFFECTIVE DATE

Section applicable only to fiscal years beginning
after Sept. 30, 2003, except as otherwise specifically pro-
vided, see section 3 of Pub. L. 108-176, set out as an Ef-
fective Date of 2003 Amendment note under section 106
of this title.

[§41747. Repealed. Pub. L. 112-95, title IV, §430,
Feb. 14, 2012, 126 Stat. 100]

Section, added Pub. L. 108-176, title IV, §408(a), Dec.
12, 2003, 117 Stat. 2546, related to the EAS local partici-
pation program.

§41748. Marketing program

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Transpor-
tation shall establish a marketing incentive pro-
gram for eligible places that receive subsidized
service by an air carrier under section 41733.
Under the program, the sponsor of the airport
serving such an eligible place may receive a
grant of not more than $50,000 in a fiscal year to
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