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‘‘(6) Research and an assessment of the ability to 

develop training programs to allow for the transition 

of recently unemployed and highly skilled mechanics 

into the aviation field.’’ 

§ 44514. Flight service stations 

(a) HOURS OF OPERATION.—(1) The Secretary of 
Transportation may close, or reduce the hours 
of operation of, a flight service station in an 
area only if the service provided in the area 
after the closing or during the hours the station 
is not in operation is provided by an automated 
flight service station with at least model 1 
equipment. 

(2) The Secretary shall reopen a flight service 
station closed after March 24, 1987, but before 
July 15, 1987, as soon as practicable if the service 
in the area in which the station is located has 
not been provided since the closing by an auto-
matic flight service station with at least model 
1 equipment. The hours of operation for the re-
opened station shall be the same as were the 
hours of operation for the station on March 25, 
1987. After reopening the station, the Secretary 
may close, or reduce the hours of operation of, 
the station only as provided in paragraph (1) of 
this subsection. 

(b) MANNED AUXILIARY STATIONS.—The Sec-
retary and the Administrator of the Federal 
Aviation Administration shall establish a sys-
tem of manned auxiliary flight service stations. 
The manned auxiliary flight service stations 
shall supplement the services of the planned 
consolidation to 61 automated flight service sta-
tions under the flight service station moderniza-
tion program. A manned auxiliary flight service 
station shall be located in an area of unique 
weather or operational conditions that are criti-
cal to the safety of flight. 

(Pub. L. 103–272, § 1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 
1183.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

44514(a) ...... 49 App.:2224. Sept. 3, 1982, Pub. L. 97–248, 
§ 528, 96 Stat. 699; restated 
Dec. 30, 1987, Pub. L. 
100–223, § 113, 101 Stat. 
1505. 

44514(b) ...... 49 App.:1348 (notes). Nov. 5, 1990, Pub. L. 101–508, 
§ 9115, 104 Stat. 1388–364. 

Nov. 5, 1990, Pub. L. 101–516, 
§ 330(a), 104 Stat. 2184. 

In subsection (a)(1), the words ‘‘On or after July 15, 

1987’’ are omitted as obsolete. 

In subsection (a)(2), the words ‘‘after December 30, 

1987’’ are omitted as obsolete. The words ‘‘the date of’’ 

are omitted as surplus. 

In subsection (b), the text of section 9115(b) of the 

Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1990 (Public Law 

101–508, 104 Stat. 1388–364) and section 330(a) (last sen-

tence) of the Department of Transportation and Relat-

ed Agencies Appropriations Act, 1991 (Public Law 

101–516, 104 Stat. 2184) is omitted as obsolete. 

§ 44515. Advanced training facilities for mainte-
nance technicians for air carrier aircraft 

(a) GENERAL AUTHORITY.—The Administrator 
of the Federal Aviation Administration may 
make grants to not more than 4 vocational tech-
nical educational institutions to acquire or con-
struct facilities to be used for the advanced 

training of maintenance technicians for air car-
rier aircraft. 

(b) ELIGIBILITY.—The Administrator may 
make a grant under this section to a vocational 
technical educational institution only if the in-
stitution has a training curriculum that pre-
pares aircraft maintenance technicians who hold 
airframe and power plant certificates under sub-
part D of part 65 of title 14, Code of Federal Reg-
ulations, to maintain, without direct super-
vision, air carrier aircraft. 

(c) LIMITATION.—A vocational technical edu-
cational institution may not receive more than 
a total of $5,000,000 in grants under this section. 

(Pub. L. 103–272, § 1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 
1184.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

44515 .......... 49 App.:1354 (note). Oct., 31, 1992, Pub. L. 
102–581, § 119(a)–(c), 106 
Stat. 4883. 

The words ‘‘vocational technical educational institu-

tion’’ are used throughout this section for consistency 

in this section. 

AVIATION MAINTENANCE INDUSTRY TECHNICAL 

WORKFORCE 

Pub. L. 115–254, div. B, title VI, § 624, Oct. 5, 2018, 132 

Stat. 3404, provided that: 
‘‘(a) REGULATIONS.—Not later than 180 days after the 

date of enactment of this Act [Oct. 5, 2018], the Admin-

istrator of the Federal Aviation Administration shall 

issue a final rule to modernize training programs at 

aviation maintenance technician schools governed by 

part 147 of title 14, Code of Federal Regulations. 
‘‘(b) GUIDANCE.—Not later than 180 days after the date 

of enactment of this Act, the Administrator shall coor-

dinate with government, educational institutions, 

labor organizations representing aviation maintenance 

workers, and businesses to develop and publish guid-

ance or model curricula for aviation maintenance tech-

nician schools referred to in subsection (a) to ensure 

workforce readiness for industry needs, including cur-

ricula related to training in avionics, troubleshooting, 

and other areas of industry needs. 
‘‘(c) REVIEW AND PERIODIC UPDATES.—The Adminis-

trator shall— 
‘‘(1) ensure training programs referred to in sub-

section (a) are revised and updated in correlation 

with aviation maintenance technician airman certifi-

cation standards as necessary to reflect current tech-

nology and maintenance practices; and 
‘‘(2) publish updates to the guidance or model cur-

ricula required under subsection (b) at least once 

every 2 years, as necessary, from the date of initial 

publication. 
‘‘(d) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—If the Administrator does 

not issue such final rule by the deadline specified in 

subsection (a), the Administrator shall, not later than 

30 days after such deadline, submit to the appropriate 

committees of Congress [Committee on Commerce, 

Science, and Transportation of the Senate and Com-

mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure of the 

House of Representatives] a report containing— 
‘‘(1) an explanation as to why such final rule was 

not issued by such deadline; and 
‘‘(2) a schedule for issuing such final rule. 

‘‘(e) STUDY.—The Comptroller General of the United 

States shall conduct a study on technical workers in 

the aviation maintenance industry. 
‘‘(f) CONTENTS.—In conducting the study under sub-

section (e), the Comptroller General shall— 
‘‘(1) analyze the current Standard Occupational 

Classification system with regard to the aviation pro-
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