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§20301. General responsibilities

(a) PROGRAMS.—The Administrator shall en-
sure that the Administration carries out a bal-
anced set of programs that shall include, at a
minimum, programs in—

(1) human space flight, in accordance with
section 20302 of this title;

(2) aeronautics research and development;
and

(3) scientific research, which shall include,
at a minimum—

(A) robotic missions to study the Moon
and other planets and their moons, and to
deepen understanding of astronomy, astro-
physics, and other areas of science that can
be productively studied from space;

(B) Earth science research and research on
the Sun-Earth connection through the devel-
opment and operation of research satellites
and other means;

(C) support of university research in space
science, Earth science, and microgravity
science; and

(D) research on microgravity, including re-
search that is not directly related to human
exploration.

(b) CONSULTATION AND COORDINATION.—In car-
rying out the programs of the Administration,
the Administrator shall—

(1) consult and coordinate to the extent ap-
propriate with other relevant Federal agen-
cies, including through the National Science
and Technology Council;

(2) work closely with the private sector, in-
cluding by—

(A) encouraging the work of entrepreneurs
who are seeking to develop new means to
launch satellites, crew, or cargo;

(B) contracting with the private sector for
crew and cargo services, including to the
International Space Station, to the extent
practicable;

(C) using commercially available products
(including software) and services to the ex-
tent practicable to support all Administra-
tion activities; and

(D) encouraging commercial use and devel-
opment of space to the greatest extent prac-
ticable; and

(3) involve other nations to the extent ap-
propriate.

(Pub. L. 111-314, §3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3355.)

FUNDING FOR ORION, SPACE LAUNCH SYSTEM, EXPLO-
RATION GROUND SYSTEMS, AND MOBILE LAUNCH
PLATFORMS

Pub. L. 115-141, div. B, title III, Mar. 23, 2018, 132 Stat.
430, provided: ‘‘That acquisition of Orion crew vehicles,
SLS launch vehicles, Exploration Ground Systems, mo-
bile launch platforms, and their associated components
may be funded incrementally in fiscal year 2018 and
thereafter”.

SPACE LAUNCH SYSTEM, ORION, AND EXPLORATION
GROUND SYSTEMS

Pub. L. 115-10, title IV, §421, Mar. 21, 2017, 131 Stat. 35,
provided that:

‘‘(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the following find-
ings:

‘(1) NASA has made steady progress in developing
and testing the Space Launch System and Orion ex-
ploration systems with the successful Exploration
Flight Test of Orion in December of 2014, the final
qualification test firing of the b5-segment Space
Launch System boosters in June 2016, and a full
thrust, full duration test firing of the RS-25 Space
Launch System core stage engine in August 2016.

‘“(2) Through the 21st Century Launch Complex pro-
gram and Exploration Ground Systems programs,
NASA has made significant progress in transforming
exploration ground systems infrastructure to meet
NASA’s mission requirements for the Space Launch
System and Orion and to modernize NASA’s launch
complexes to the benefit of the civil, defense, and
commercial space sectors.

“(b) SPACE LAUNCH SYSTEM.—

‘‘(1) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of Congress
that use of the Space Launch System and Orion, with
contributions from partnerships with the private sec-
tor, academia, and the international community, is
the most practical approach to reaching the Moon,
Mars, and beyond.

‘‘(2) REAFFIRMATION.—Congress reaffirms the policy
and minimum capability requirements for the Space
Launch System under section 302 of the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration Authorization
Act of 2010 (42 U.S.C. 18322).

“(c) SENSE OF CONGRESS ON SPACE LAUNCH SYSTEM,
ORION, AND EXPLORATION GROUND SYSTEMS.—It is the
sense of Congress that—

‘(1) as the United States works to send humans on
a series of missions to Mars in the 2030s, the United
States national space program should continue to
make progress on its commitment by fully develop-
ing the Space Launch System, Orion, and related Ex-
ploration Ground Systems;

‘(2) using the Space Launch System and Orion for
a wide range of contemplated missions will facilitate
the national defense, science, and exploration objec-
tives of the United States;

‘“(3) the United States should have continuity of
purpose for the Space Launch System and Orion in
deep space exploration missions, using them begin-
ning with the uncrewed mission, EM-1, planned for
2018, followed by the crewed mission, EM-2, in cis-
lunar space planned for 2021, and for subsequent mis-
sions beginning with EM-3 extending into cis-lunar
space and eventually to Mars;

‘“(4) the President’s annual budget requests for the
Space Launch System and Orion development, test,
and operational phases should strive to accurately re-
flect the resource requirements of each of those
phases;

‘“(5) the fully integrated Space Launch System, in-
cluding an upper stage needed to go beyond low-Earth
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