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1 See References in Text note below. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Justice for Vic-

tims of Trafficking Act of 2015, and not as part of the 

Homeland Security Act of 2002 which comprises this 

chapter. 

§ 643. Certification and report to Congress 

(a) Certification 

Not later than 1 year after May 29, 2015, the 

Secretary shall certify to Congress that all per-

sonnel referred to in section 402(a) 1 have suc-

cessfully completed the training required under 

that section. 

(b) Report to Congress 

Not later than 1 year after May 29, 2015, and 

annually thereafter, the Secretary shall report 

to Congress with respect to the overall effective-

ness of the program required by this subchapter, 

the number of cases reported by Department 

personnel in which human trafficking was sus-

pected, and, of those cases, the number of cases 

that were confirmed cases of human trafficking. 

(Pub. L. 114–22, title IX, § 903, May 29, 2015, 129 

Stat. 265.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 402(a), referred to in subsec. (a), probably 

should be a reference to section 902(a), meaning section 

902(a) of Pub. L. 114–22, which is classified to section 

642(a) of this title. Section 402 of Pub. L. 114–22, which 

is classified to section 21301 of Title 34, Crime Control 

and Law Enforcement, does not contain a subsec. (a) 

and does not relate to the training of personnel. 

This subchapter, referred to in subsec. (b), was in the 

original ‘‘this title’’, meaning title IX of Pub. L. 114–22, 

which is classified principally to this subchapter. For 

complete classification of title IX to the Code, see 

Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Justice for Vic-

tims of Trafficking Act of 2015, and not as part of the 

Homeland Security Act of 2002 which comprises this 

chapter. 

§ 644. Assistance to non-Federal entities 

The Secretary may provide training curricula 

to any State, local, or tribal government or pri-

vate organization to assist the government or 

organization in establishing a program of train-

ing to identify human trafficking, upon request 

from the government or organization. 

(Pub. L. 114–22, title IX, § 904, May 29, 2015, 129 

Stat. 266.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Justice for Vic-

tims of Trafficking Act of 2015, and not as part of the 

Homeland Security Act of 2002 which comprises this 

chapter. 

§ 645. Victim protection training for the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security 

(a) Directive to DHS law enforcement officials 
and task forces 

(1) In general 

Not later than 180 days after December 21, 

2018, the Secretary shall issue a directive to— 

(A) all Federal law enforcement officers 

and relevant personnel employed by the De-

partment who may be involved in the inves-

tigation of human trafficking offenses; and 

(B) members of all task forces led by the 

Department that participate in the inves-

tigation of human trafficking offenses. 

(2) Required instructions 

The directive required to be issued under 

paragraph (1) shall include instructions on— 

(A) the investigation of individuals who 

patronize or solicit human trafficking vic-

tims as being engaged in severe trafficking 

in persons and how such individuals should 

be investigated for their roles in severe traf-

ficking in persons; and 

(B) how victims of sex or labor trafficking 

often engage in criminal acts as a direct re-

sult of severe trafficking in persons and such 

individuals are victims of a crime and af-

firmative measures should be taken to avoid 

arresting, charging, or prosecuting such in-

dividuals for any offense that is the direct 

result of their victimization. 

(b) Victim screening protocol 

(1) In general 

Not later than 180 days after December 21, 

2018, the Secretary shall issue a screening pro-

tocol for use during all anti-trafficking law 

enforcement operations in which the Depart-

ment is involved. 

(2) Requirements 

The protocol required to be issued under 

paragraph (1) shall— 

(A) require the individual screening of all 

adults and children who are suspected of en-

gaging in commercial sex acts, child labor 

that is a violation of law, or work in viola-

tion of labor standards to determine whether 

each individual screened is a victim of 

human trafficking; 

(B) require affirmative measures to avoid 

arresting, charging, or prosecuting human 

trafficking victims for any offense that is 

the direct result of their victimization; 

(C) be developed in consultation with rel-

evant interagency partners and nongovern-

mental organizations that specialize in the 

prevention of human trafficking or in the 

identification and support of victims of 

human trafficking and survivors of human 

trafficking; and 

(D) include— 

(i) procedures and practices to ensure 

that the screening process minimizes trau-

ma or revictimization of the person being 

screened; and 

(ii) guidelines on assisting victims of 

human trafficking in identifying and re-

ceiving restorative services. 

(c) Mandatory training 

The training described in sections 642 and 644 

of this title shall include training necessary to 

implement— 

(1) the directive required under subsection 

(a); and 

(2) the protocol required under subsection 

(b). 
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