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license, registration, suspension or revocation 
of a permit, license, or registration, certifi-
cate, award, rule or regulation, if it has the 
force and effect of law, and if it may be made, 
prescribed, issued, or promulgated only after 
notice and hearing or opportunity for hearing 
have been given. 

(b) The term ‘‘regulatory function’’ means 
the making, prescribing, issuing, or promul-
gating of a regulatory order; and includes (1) 
determining whether such making, prescrib-
ing, issuing, or promulgating is authorized or 
required by law, and (2) any action which is re-
quired or authorized to be performed before, 
after, or in connection with, such determining, 
making, prescribing, issuing, or promulgating. 

(Apr. 4, 1940, ch. 75, § 1, 54 Stat. 81.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 450c of this 
title prior to editorial reclassification and renumbering 
as this section, and to section 516a of Title 5 prior to 
the general revision and enactment of Title 5, Govern-
ment Organization and Employees, by Pub. L. 89–554, 
§ 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

§ 2204–2. Delegation of regulatory functions to 
designated employees; status of employees; 
number; revocation of delegation 

Whenever the Secretary of Agriculture deems 
that the delegation of the whole or any part of 
any regulatory function which the Secretary is, 
now or after April 4, 1940, required or authorized 
to perform will result in the more expeditious 
discharge of the duties of the Department of Ag-
riculture, he is authorized to make such delega-
tion to any officer or employee designated under 
this section. The Secretary is authorized to des-
ignate officers or employees of the Department 
to whom functions may be delegated under this 
section and to assign appropriate titles to such 
officers or employees. There shall not be in the 
Department at any one time more than two offi-
cers or employees designated under this section 
and vested with a regulatory function or part 
thereof delegated under this section. The Sec-
retary may at any time revoke the whole or any 
part of a delegation or designation made by him 
under this section. 

(Apr. 4, 1940, ch. 75, § 2, 54 Stat. 81; Pub. L. 89–554, 
§ 8(a), Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 632, 650.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 450d of this 
title prior to editorial reclassification and renumbering 
as this section, and to section 516b of Title 5 prior to 
the general revision and enactment of Title 5, Govern-
ment Organization and Employees, by Pub. L. 89–554, 
§ 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

AMENDMENTS 

1966—Pub. L. 89–554 repealed third sentence which re-
lated to grade of a position. See section 5109 of Title 5, 
Government Organization and Employees. 

§ 2204–3. Authority of designated employees; ret-
roactive revocation of delegation 

Whenever a delegation is made under section 
2204–2 of this title, all provisions of law shall be 
construed as if the regulatory function or the 
part thereof delegated had (to the extent of the 

delegation) been vested by law in the individual 
to whom the delegation is made, instead of in 
the Secretary of Agriculture. A revocation of 
delegation shall not be retroactive, and each 
regulatory function or part thereof performed 
(within the scope of the delegation) by such in-
dividual prior to the revocation shall be consid-
ered as having been performed by the Secretary. 

(Apr. 4, 1940, ch. 75, § 3, 54 Stat. 82.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 450e of this 
title prior to editorial reclassification and renumbering 
as this section, and to section 516c of Title 5 prior to 
the general revision and enactment of Title 5, Govern-
ment Organization and Employees, by Pub. L. 89–554, 
§ 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

§ 2204–4. Delegation of functions under other 
laws as unaffected 

The provisions of section 2204–2 of this title 
shall not be deemed to prohibit the delegation, 
under authority of any other provision of law, of 
the whole or any part of any regulatory function 
or other function to any officer or employee of 
the Department of Agriculture. 

(Apr. 4, 1940, ch. 75, § 4, 54 Stat. 82.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 450f of this 
title prior to editorial reclassification as this section, 
and to section 516d of Title 5 prior to the general revi-
sion and enactment of Title 5, Government Organiza-
tion and Employees, by Pub. L. 89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 
80 Stat. 378. 

§ 2204–5. Authorization of appropriations for co-
operative research projects 

There is authorized to be appropriated such 
sums as may be necessary to carry out the pur-
poses of sections 2204–1 to 2204–5 of this title. 

(Apr. 4, 1940, ch. 75, § 5, 54 Stat. 82.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 450g of this 
title prior to editorial reclassification as this section, 
and to section 516e of Title 5 prior to the general revi-
sion and enactment of Title 5, Government Organiza-
tion and Employees, by Pub. L. 89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 
80 Stat. 378. 

§ 2204a. Rural development; utilization of non- 
Federal offices; location of field units; inter-
change of personnel and facilities 

The Secretary of Agriculture shall utilize to 
the maximum extent practicable State, re-
gional, district, county, local, or other Depart-
ment of Agriculture offices to enhance rural de-
velopment, and shall to the maximum extent 
practicable provide directly, or, in the case of 
agencies outside of the Department of Agri-
culture, through arrangements with the heads of 
such agencies, for— 

(1) the location of all field units of the Fed-
eral Government concerned with rural devel-
opment in the appropriate Department of Ag-
riculture offices covering the geographical 
areas most similar to those covered by such 
field units, and 

(2) the interchange of personnel and facili-
ties in each such office to the extent necessary 
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