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§6701. Global Climate Change Program

(a) Establishment

For the purpose of having within the Depart-
ment of Agriculture a focal point for coordi-
nating all issues of climate change, the Sec-
retary of Agriculture (hereafter in this chapter
referred to as the ‘“Secretary’’) shall establish a
Global Climate Change Program (hereafter in
this section referred to as the ‘‘Program’’). The
Secretary shall designate a director of the Pro-
gram who shall be responsible to the Secretary
for carrying out the duties specified in sub-
sections (b) and (c).

(b) General duties

The Director shall—

(1) coordinate policy analysis, long range
planning, research, and response strategies re-
lating to climate change issues;

(2) provide liaison with other Federal agen-
cies, through the Office of Science and Tech-
nology Policy, regarding issues of climate
change;

(3) inform the Department of scientific de-
velopments and policy issues relating to the
effects of climate change on agriculture and
forestry, including broader issues that affect
the impact of climate change on the farms and
forests of the United States;

(4) recommend to the Secretary alternative
courses of action with which to respond to
such scientific developments and policy issues;
and

() ensure that recognition of the potential
for climate change is fully integrated into the
research, planning, and decision-making proc-
esses of the Department.

(¢) Specific responsibilities

The Director shall—

(1) coordinate the global climate change
studies required by section 6702 of this title;

(2) provide, through such other agencies as
the Secretary determines appropriate, com-
petitive grants for research in climatology re-
lating to the potential impact of climate
change on agriculture;

(3) coordinate the participation of the De-
partment in interagency climate-related ac-
tivities;

(4) consult with the National Academy of
Sciences and private, academic, State, and
local groups with respect to climate research
and related activities;

(5) represent the Department to the Office of
Science and Technology Policy and coordinate
the activities of the Department in response
to requirements of this chapter;

(6) represent the Department on the Inter-
governmental Panel on Climate Change; and

TITLE T—AGRICULTURE

§6702

(7) review all Department budget items re-
lating to climate change issues, including spe-
cifically the research budget to be submitted
by the Secretary to the Office of Science and
Technology Policy and the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget.

(Pub. L. 101-624, title XXIV, §2402, Nov. 28, 1990,
104 Stat. 4058.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

This chapter, referred to in subsecs. (a) and (c)(5), was
in the original ‘‘this title’’, meaning title XXIV of Pub.
L. 101-624, Nov. 28, 1990, 104 Stat. 4058, known as the
Global Climate Change Prevention Act of 1990, which is
classified principally to this chapter. For complete
classification of title XXIV to the Code, see Short Title
note below and Tables.

SHORT TITLE

Pub. L. 101-624, title XXIV, §2401, Nov. 28, 1990, 104
Stat. 4058, provided that: ‘‘This title [enacting this
chapter and amending sections 1601 and 1602 of Title 16,
Conservation] may be cited as the ‘Global Climate
Change Prevention Act of 1990°.”’

§6702. Study of global climate change, agri-
culture, and forestry

(a) Crops
(1) In general

The Secretary shall study the effects of
global climate change on agriculture and for-
estry. The study shall, at a minimum ad-
dress—

(A) the effects of simultaneous increases in
temperature and carbon dioxide on crops of
economic significance;

(B) the effects of more frequent or more se-
vere weather events on such crops;

(C) the effects of potential changes in hy-
drologic regimes on current crop yields;

(D) the economic effects of widespread and
increased drought frequency in the south,
midwest, and plains States; and

(E) changes in pest problems due to higher
temperatures.

(2) Further studies

If the results of the study conducted under
paragraph (1) warrant, the Secretary shall
conduct further studies that address the
means of mitigating the effects of global cli-
mate change on crops of economic significance
that shall, at a minimum—

(A) identify whether climate change toler-
ance can be bred into these crops, the
amount of time necessary for any such
breeding, and the effects on the income of
farmers;

(B) evaluate existing genetic resource and
breeding programs for crops for their ability
to develop new varieties that can tolerate
potential climate changes; and

(C) assess the potential for the develop-
ment of crop varieties that are tolerant to
climate changes and other environmental
stresses, such as drought, pests, and salinity.

(b) Forests

The Secretary shall conduct a study on the
emissions of methane, nitrous oxide, and hydro-
carbons from tropical and temperate forests, the
manner in which such emissions may affect
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global climate change; the manner in which
global climate change may affect such emis-
sions; and the manner in which such emissions
may be reduced through management practices.
The study shall, at a minimum—

(1) obtain measurements of nitrous oxide,
methane, and nonmethane hydrocarbons from
tropical and temperate forests;

(2) determine the manner in which the ni-
trous oxide, methane, and nonmethane hydro-
carbon emissions from temperate and tropical
forest systems will respond due to climate
change; and

(3) identify and address alternative manage-
ment strategies for temperate and tropical
forests that may mitigate any negative effects
of global climate change.

(c) Reports

The Secretary shall submit reports of the
studies conducted under subsections (a) and (b)
within 3 and 6 years, respectively, after Novem-
ber 28, 1990, to the Committee on Agriculture
and the Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology of the House of Representatives, and the
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry of the Senate. In addition, interim reports
regarding such studies shall be provided by the
Secretary to such Committees annually, with
recommendations for actions which may be
taken to mitigate the negative effects of global
climate change and to adapt to global climate
changes and related phenomena.

(Pub. L. 101-624, title XXTIV, §2403, Nov. 28, 1990,
104 Stat. 40569.)

§6703. Repealed. Pub. L. 104-127, title VIII, § 868,
Apr. 4, 1996, 110 Stat. 1175

Section, Pub. L. 101-624, title XXIV, §2404, Nov. 28,
1990, 104 Stat. 4060, required Secretary of Agriculture to
establish technical advisory committee to provide ad-
vice to Secretary concerning major study areas re-
quired under this chapter.

§6704. Office of International Forestry
(a) Establishment

The Secretary, acting through the Chief of the
Forest Service, shall establish an Office of Inter-
national Forestry within the Forest Service
within six months after November 28, 1990.

(b) Deputy Chief designation

The Chief shall appoint a Deputy Chief for
International Forestry.
(¢) Duties

The Deputy Chief shall—

(1) be responsible for the international for-
estry activities of the Forest Service;

(2) coordinate the activities of the Forest
Service in implementing the provisions of this
chapter; and

(3) serve as Forest Service liaison to the di-
rector for the program established pursuant to
section 6701 of this title.

(d) Authorization of appropriations

There are authorized to be appropriated for
each of fiscal years 1996 through 2018 such sums
as are necessary to carry out this section.

(Pub. L. 101-624, title XXIV, §2405, Nov. 28, 1990,
104 Stat. 4060; Pub. L. 104-127, title III, §371, Apr.
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4, 1996, 110 Stat. 1015; Pub. L. 107-171, title VIII,
§8102, May 13, 2002, 116 Stat. 475; Pub. L. 110-234,
title VIII, §8202, May 22, 2008, 122 Stat. 1290; Pub.
L. 110-246, §4(a), title VIII, §8202, June 18, 2008,
122 Stat. 1664, 2051; Pub. L. 113-79, title VIII,
§8202, Feb. 7, 2014, 128 Stat. 914.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

This chapter, referred to in subsec. (¢c)(2), was in the
original ‘‘this title’’, meaning title XXIV of Pub. L.
101-624, Nov. 28, 1990, 104 Stat. 4058, known as the Global
Climate Change Prevention Act of 1990, which is classi-
fied principally to this chapter. For complete classi-
fication of title XXIV to the Code, see Short Title note
set out under section 6701 of this title and Tables.

CODIFICATION

Pub. L. 110-234 and Pub. L. 110-246 made identical
amendments to this section. The amendments by Pub.
L. 110-234 were repealed by section 4(a) of Pub. L.
110-246.

AMENDMENTS

2014—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 113-79 substituted ‘2018 for
€2012”.

2008—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 110-246, §8202, substituted
2012 for ¢“2007°.

2002—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 107-171 substituted 2007
for 2002,

1996—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 104-127 added subsec. (d).

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2008 AMENDMENT

Amendment of this section and repeal of Pub. L.
110-234 by Pub. L. 110-246 effective May 22, 2008, the
date of enactment of Pub. L. 110-234, see section 4 of
Pub. L. 110-246, set out as an Effective Date note under
section 8701 of this title.

§6705. Line item

The President’s proposed budget to Congress
for the first fiscal year beginning after Novem-
ber 28, 1990, and for each subsequent fiscal year
shall specifically identify funds to be spent on
Forest Service international cooperation and as-
sistance.

(Pub. L. 101-624, title XXIV, §2406, Nov. 28, 1990,
104 Stat. 4060.)

§6706. Institutes of Tropical Forestry

The Secretary is authorized and directed to es-
tablish an Institute of Tropical Forestry in
Puerto Rico and an Institute of Pacific Islands
Forestry (hereafter in this section referred to as
the ‘“‘Institutes’). The Institutes shall conduct
research on forest management and natural re-
sources that shall include—

(1) management and development of tropical
forests;

(2) the relationship between climate change
and tropical forests;

(3) threatened and endangered species;

(4) recreation and tourism;

(5) development of tropical forest resources
on a sustained yield basis;

(6) techniques to monitor the health and pro-
ductivity of tropical forests;

(7) tropical forest regeneration and restora-
tion; and

(8) the effects of tropical deforestation on
biodiversity, global climate, wildlife, soils,
and water.

(Pub. L. 101-624, title XXIV, §2407, Nov. 28, 1990,
104 Stat. 4060.)
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