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‘‘(A) to provide advice to the Defense Acquisition 
Board; and 

‘‘(B) to provide advice to the Information Tech-
nology Acquisition Board; and 
‘‘(2) require coordination between the chiefs of staff 

of the Armed Forces and the service acquisition ex-
ecutives, as appropriate (or their designees), and the 
Director of Small Business Programs in each mili-
tary department as early as practical in the relevant 
acquisition processes.’’ 

§ 145. Principal Advisor on Countering Weapons 
of Mass Destruction 

The Secretary of Defense may designate, from 
among the personnel of the Office of the Sec-
retary of Defense, a Principal Advisor on Coun-
tering Weapons of Mass Destruction. Such Prin-
cipal Advisor shall coordinate the activities of 
the Department of Defense relating to counter-
ing weapons of mass destruction. The individual 
designated to serve as such Principal Advisor 
shall be an individual who was appointed to the 
position held by the individual by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate. 

(Added Pub. L. 115–232, div. A, title X, 
§ 1082(a)(1), Aug. 13, 2018, 132 Stat. 1987.) 

CHAPTER 5—JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 

Sec. 

151. Joint Chiefs of Staff: composition; functions. 
152. Chairman: appointment; grade and rank. 
153. Chairman: functions. 
154. Vice Chairman. 
155. Joint Staff. 
[155a. Repealed.] 
156. Legal Counsel to the Chairman of the Joint 

Chiefs of Staff. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior chapter 5 related to Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
prior to the general revision of this chapter by Pub. L. 
99–433, title II, § 201, Oct. 1, 1986, 100 Stat. 1004, consisted 
of sections 141 to 143 as follows: 

Section 141, acts Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 6; 
Aug. 6, 1958, Pub. L. 85–599, § 7, 72 Stat. 519; Sept. 7, 1962, 
Pub. L. 87–651, title II, § 204, 76 Stat. 519; Oct. 20, 1978, 
Pub. L. 95–485, title VIII, § 807, 92 Stat. 1622, provided for 
composition and functions of Joint Chiefs. See section 
151 of this title. 

Section 142, acts Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 7; 
Sept. 7, 1962, Pub. L. 87–649, § 14c(1), 76 Stat. 501; Oct. 19, 
1984, Pub. L. 98–525, title XIII, § 1301(b), 98 Stat. 2611, 
provided for appointment and duties of Chairman of 
Joint Chiefs. See sections 152 and 153 of this title. 

Section 143, acts Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 7; 
Aug. 6, 1958, Pub. L. 85–599, § 5(a), 72 Stat. 517; Oct. 19, 
1984, Pub. L. 98–525, title XIII, § 1301(c), 98 Stat. 2611, 
provided for a Joint Staff. See section 155 of this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

2016—Pub. L. 114–328, div. A, title V, § 502(a)(2), Dec. 
23, 2016, 130 Stat. 2102, struck out item 155a ‘‘Assistants 
to the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff for Na-
tional Guard matters and Reserve matters’’. 

2013—Pub. L. 112–239, div. A, title V, § 511(b), Jan. 2, 
2013, 126 Stat. 1718, added item 155a. 

2008—Pub. L. 110–417, [div. A], title X, § 1061(a)(2), Oct. 
14, 2008, 122 Stat. 4612, inserted period at end of item 
156. 

Pub. L. 110–181, div. A, title V, § 543(e)(2), Jan. 28, 2008, 
122 Stat. 115, added item 156. 

1987—Pub. L. 100–180, div. A, title XIII, § 1314(b)(1)(B), 
Dec. 4, 1987, 101 Stat. 1175, substituted ‘‘grade and 
rank’’ for ‘‘rank’’ in item 152. 

1986—Pub. L. 99–433, title II, § 201, Oct. 1, 1986, 100 
Stat. 1005, amended chapter 5 heading and analysis gen-
erally, substituting items 151–155 for items 141–143. 

§ 151. Joint Chiefs of Staff: composition; func-
tions 

(a) COMPOSITION.—There are in the Depart-
ment of Defense the Joint Chiefs of Staff, head-
ed by the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 
The Joint Chiefs of Staff consist of the follow-
ing: 

(1) The Chairman. 
(2) The Vice Chairman. 
(3) The Chief of Staff of the Army. 
(4) The Chief of Naval Operations. 
(5) The Chief of Staff of the Air Force. 
(6) The Commandant of the Marine Corps. 
(7) The Chief of the National Guard Bureau. 

(b) FUNCTION AS MILITARY ADVISERS.—(1) The 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff is the prin-
cipal military adviser to the President, the Na-
tional Security Council, the Homeland Security 
Council, and the Secretary of Defense. 

(2) The other members of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff are military advisers to the President, the 
National Security Council, the Homeland Secu-
rity Council, and the Secretary of Defense as 
specified in subsection (d). 

(c) CONSULTATION BY CHAIRMAN.—(1) In carry-
ing out his functions, duties, and responsibil-
ities, the Chairman shall, as necessary, consult 
with and seek the advice of— 

(A) the other members of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff; and 

(B) the commanders of the unified and speci-
fied combatant commands. 

(2) Subject to subsection (d), in presenting ad-
vice with respect to any matter to the Presi-
dent, the National Security Council, the Home-
land Security Council, or the Secretary of De-
fense, the Chairman shall, as he considers appro-
priate, inform the President, the National Secu-
rity Council, the Homeland Security Council, or 
the Secretary of Defense, as the case may be, of 
the range of military advice and opinion with 
respect to that matter. 

(d) ADVICE AND OPINIONS OF MEMBERS OTHER 
THAN CHAIRMAN.—(1) After first informing the 
Secretary of Defense and the Chairman, the 
members of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, individ-
ually or collectively, in their capacity as mili-
tary advisors, may provide advice to the Presi-
dent, the National Security Council, the Home-
land Security Council, or the Secretary of De-
fense on a particular matter on the judgment of 
the military member. 

(2) A member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
(other than the Chairman) may submit to the 
Chairman advice or an opinion in disagreement 
with, or advice or an opinion in addition to, the 
advice presented by the Chairman to the Presi-
dent, the National Security Council, the Home-
land Security Council, or the Secretary of De-
fense. If a member submits such advice or opin-
ion, the Chairman shall present the advice or 
opinion of such member at the same time he 
presents his own advice to the President, the 
National Security Council, the Homeland Secu-
rity Council, or the Secretary of Defense, as the 
case may be. 

(3) The Chairman shall establish procedures to 
ensure that the presentation of his own advice 
to the President, the National Security Council, 
the Homeland Security Council, or the Sec-
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