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added item for chapter 23. 
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1988—Pub. L. 100–456, div. A, title XI, § 1104(b), Sept. 
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the Secretary of Defense’’ for ‘‘Department of Defense’’ 
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tion number in item for chapter 5, reenacted item for 
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ment of Defense Field activities’’ in item for chapter 8. 
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Stat. 1145, added item for chapter 8. 
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CHAPTER 1—DEFINITIONS 

Sec. 

101. Definitions. 

§ 101. Definitions 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The following definitions 
apply in this title: 

(1) The term ‘‘United States’’, in a geo-
graphic sense, means the States and the Dis-
trict of Columbia. 

[(2) Repealed. Pub. L. 109–163, div. A, title X, 
§ 1057(a)(1), Jan. 6, 2006, 119 Stat. 3440.] 

(3) The term ‘‘possessions’’ includes the Vir-
gin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, and the 
Guano Islands, so long as they remain posses-
sions, but does not include any Common-
wealth. 

(4) The term ‘‘armed forces’’ means the 
Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, Space 
Force, and Coast Guard. 

(5) The term ‘‘uniformed services’’ means— 
(A) the armed forces; 
(B) the commissioned corps of the Na-

tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion; and 

(C) the commissioned corps of the Public 
Health Service. 

(6) The term ‘‘department’’, when used with 
respect to a military department, means the 
executive part of the department and all field 
headquarters, forces, reserve components, in-
stallations, activities, and functions under the 
control or supervision of the Secretary of the 
department. When used with respect to the De-
partment of Defense, such term means the ex-
ecutive part of the department, including the 
executive parts of the military departments, 
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