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‘‘(B) Assignment of a reserve component officer to 
a general officer position in the National Guard Bu-
reau, to a general or flag officer position in the Office 
of a Chief of a reserve component, or to a general or 
flag officer position in the headquarters of a reserve 
component command in a grade other than the grade 
authorized for that position as of July 1, 1994. 

‘‘(C) Assignment of an officer other than a general 
or flag officer as the military executive to the Re-
serve Forces Policy Board.’’ 
1999—Subsec. (b)(2), (3). Pub. L. 106–65, § 553, added 

par. (2) and redesignated former par. (2) as (3). 
Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 106–65, § 1067(1), substituted 

‘‘and the Committee on Armed Services’’ for ‘‘and the 
Committee on National Security’’. 

1998—Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 105–261 substituted ‘‘Octo-
ber 1, 2002’’ for ‘‘October 1, 1998’’. 

1996—Subsec. (a)(1) to (3). Pub. L. 104–106, 
§ 1503(a)(3)(A), added pars. (1) to (3) and struck out 
former pars. (1) to (3) which read as follows: 

‘‘(1) For the Army, 386 before October 1, 1995, and 302 
on and after that date. 

‘‘(2) For the Navy, 250 before October 1, 1995, and 216 
on and after that date. 

‘‘(3) For the Air Force, 326 before October 1, 1995, and 
279 on and after that date.’’ 

Subsec. (a)(4). Pub. L. 104–201 substituted ‘‘80’’ for 
‘‘68’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 104–106, § 1503(a)(3)(B)–(D), redesig-
nated subsec. (c) as (b), struck out ‘‘that are applicable 
on and after October 1, 1995’’ after ‘‘limitations in sub-
section (a)’’, and struck out former subsec. (b) which 
read as follows: ‘‘TRANSFERS BETWEEN SERVICES.—Dur-
ing the period before October 1, 1995, the Secretary of 
Defense may increase the number of general officers on 
active duty in the Army, Air Force, or Marine Corps, or 
the number of flag officers on active duty in the Navy, 
above the applicable number specified in subsection (a) 
by a total of not more than five. Whenever any such in-
crease is made, the Secretary shall make a correspond-
ing reduction in the number of such officers that may 
serve on active duty in general or flag officer grades in 
one of the other armed forces.’’ 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 104–106, § 1503(a)(3)(C), (E), redesig-
nated subsec. (d) as (c) and, in par. (2)(B), struck out 
‘‘the’’ after ‘‘general officer position in the’’ and in-
serted ‘‘to’’ after ‘‘reserve component, or’’ and ‘‘than’’ 
after ‘‘in a grade other’’. Former subsec. (c) redesig-
nated (b). 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 104–106, § 1503(a)(3)(C), redesig-
nated subsec. (e) as (d). Former subsec. (d) redesignated 
(c). 

Subsec. (d)(1). Pub. L. 104–106, § 1502(a)(1), substituted 
‘‘Committee on Armed Services of the Senate and the 
Committee on National Security of the House of Rep-
resentatives’’ for ‘‘Committees on Armed Services of 
the Senate and House of Representatives’’. 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 104–106, § 1503(a)(3)(C), redesig-
nated subsec. (e) as (d). 

1994—Subsec. (a)(4). Pub. L. 103–337, § 404, struck out 
‘‘before October 1, 1995, and 61 on and after that date’’ 
after ‘‘Corps, 68’’. 

Subsecs. (d), (e). Pub. L. 103–337, § 512, added subsecs. 
(d) and (e). 

1992—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 102–484, § 403(b), inserted 
heading. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 102–484, § 403(a), added subsec. (c). 
1990—Pub. L. 101–510 amended section generally. Prior 

to amendment, text read as follows: ‘‘The total number 
of general officers on active duty in the Army, Air 
Force, and Marine Corps and flag officers on active 
duty in the Navy may not exceed 1,073.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2013 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 113–66, div. A, title V, § 501(c), Dec. 26, 2013, 127 
Stat. 749, provided that: ‘‘The amendments made by 
this is [sic] section [amending this section] shall take 
effect on January 1, 2014.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2011 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by section 502(b)(1) of Pub. L. 112–81 ef-
fective Oct. 1, 2013, except amendment by section 

502(b)(1)(A)(iv) effective Oct. 1, 2012, see section 502(b)(3) 
of Pub. L. 112–81, as amended, set out as a note under 
section 525 of this title. 

Pub. L. 112–81, div. A, title V, § 502(c)(2), Dec. 31, 2011, 
125 Stat. 1387, provided that: ‘‘The amendment made by 
paragraph (1) [amending this section] shall take effect 
on January 1, 2012.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1990 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 101–510, div. A, title IV, § 403(a), Nov. 5, 1990, 
104 Stat. 1545, provided that the amendment made by 
that section is effective Sept. 30, 1991. 

TERMINATION OF REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 

For termination, effective Dec. 31, 2021, of provisions 
in subsec. (j) of this section requiring submittal of an-
nual report to Congress, see section 1061 of Pub. L. 
114–328, set out as a note under section 111 of this title. 

ACQUISITION AND CONTRACTING BILLETS 

Pub. L. 110–417, [div. A], title V, § 503(e), Oct. 14, 2008, 
122 Stat. 4434, provided that: 

‘‘(1) RESERVATION OF ARMY INCREASE.—The increase in 
the number of general officers on active duty in the 
Army, as authorized by the amendment made by sub-
section (a) [amending this section] is reserved for gen-
eral officers in the Army who serve in an acquisition 
position. 

‘‘(2) RESERVATION OF PORTION OF INCREASE IN JOINT 
DUTY ASSIGNMENTS EXCLUDED FROM LIMITATION.—Of the 
increase in the number of general officer and flag offi-
cer joint duty assignments that may be designated for 
exclusion from the limitations on the number of gen-
eral officers and flag officers on active duty, as author-
ized by the amendment made by subsection (c) [amend-
ing this section], five of the designated assignments are 
reserved for general officers or flag officers who serve 
in an acquisition position, including one assignment in 
the Defense Contract Management Agency.’’ 

§ 526a. Authorized strength after December 31, 
2022: general officers and flag officers on ac-
tive duty 

(a) LIMITATIONS.—The number of general offi-
cers on active duty in the Army, Air Force, and 
Marine Corps, and the number of flag officers on 
active duty in the Navy, after December 31, 2022, 
may not exceed the number specified for the 
armed force concerned as follows: 

(1) For the Army, 220. 
(2) For the Navy, 151. 
(3) For the Air Force, 187. 
(4) For the Marine Corps, 62. 

(b) LIMITED EXCLUSION FOR JOINT DUTY RE-
QUIREMENTS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense 
may designate up to 232 general officer and 
flag officer positions that are joint duty as-
signments for purposes of chapter 38 of this 
title for exclusion from the limitations in sub-
section (a). 

(2) MINIMUM NUMBER.—Unless the Secretary 
of Defense determines that a lower number is 
in the best interest of the Department of De-
fense, the minimum number of officers serving 
in positions designated under paragraph (1) for 
each armed force shall be as follows: 

(A) For the Army, 75. 
(B) For the Navy, 53. 
(C) For the Air Force, 68. 
(D) For the Marine Corps, 17. 

(c) EXCLUSION OF CERTAIN OFFICERS PENDING 
SEPARATION OR RETIREMENT OR BETWEEN SENIOR 
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POSITIONS.—The limitations of this section do 
not apply to— 

(1) an officer of an armed force in the grade 
of brigadier general or above or, in the case of 
the Navy, in the grade of rear admiral (lower 
half) or above, who is on leave pending the re-
tirement, separation, or release of that officer 
from active duty, but only during the 60-day 
period beginning on the date of the commence-
ment of such leave of such officer; or 

(2) an officer of an armed force who has been 
relieved from a position designated under sec-
tion 601(a) of this title or by law to carry one 
of the grades specified in such section, but 
only during the 60-day period beginning on the 
date on which the assignment of the officer to 
the first position is terminated or until the of-
ficer is assigned to a second such position, 
whichever occurs first. 

(d) TEMPORARY EXCLUSION FOR ASSIGNMENT TO 
CERTAIN TEMPORARY BILLETS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The limitations in sub-
section (a) do not apply to a general officer or 
flag officer assigned to a temporary joint duty 
assignment designated by the Secretary of De-
fense. 

(2) DURATION OF EXCLUSION.—A general offi-
cer or flag officer assigned to a temporary 
joint duty assignment as described in para-
graph (1) may not be excluded under this sub-
section from the limitations in subsection (a) 
for a period of longer than one year. 

(e) EXCLUSION OF OFFICERS DEPARTING FROM 
JOINT DUTY ASSIGNMENTS.—The limitations in 
subsection (a) do not apply to an officer released 
from a joint duty assignment, but only during 
the 60-day period beginning on the date the offi-
cer departs the joint duty assignment. The Sec-
retary of Defense may authorize the Secretary 
of a military department to extend the 60-day 
period by an additional 120 days, except that not 
more than three officers on active duty from 
each armed force may be covered by the addi-
tional extension at the same time. 

(f) ACTIVE-DUTY BASELINE.— 
(1) NOTICE AND WAIT REQUIREMENTS.—If the 

Secretary of a military department proposes 
an action that would increase above the base-
line the number of general officers or flag offi-
cers of an armed force under the jurisdiction 
of that Secretary who would be on active duty 
and would count against the statutory limit 
applicable to that armed force under sub-
section (a), the action shall not take effect 
until after the end of the 60-calendar day pe-
riod beginning on the date on which the Sec-
retary provides notice of the proposed action, 
including the rationale for the action, to the 
Committees on Armed Services of the Senate 
and the House of Representatives. 

(2) BASELINE DEFINED.—In paragraph (1), the 
term ‘‘baseline’’ for an armed force means the 
lower of— 

(A) the statutory limit of general officers 
or flag officers of that armed force under 
subsection (a); or 

(B) the actual number of general officers 
or flag officers of that armed force who, as of 
January 1, 2023, counted toward the statu-
tory limit of general officers or flag officers 
of that armed force under subsection (a). 

(g) JOINT DUTY ASSIGNMENT BASELINE.— 
(1) NOTICE AND WAIT REQUIREMENT.—If the 

Secretary of Defense, the Secretary of a mili-
tary department, or the Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff proposes an action that would 
increase above the baseline the number of gen-
eral officers and flag officers of the armed 
forces in joint duty assignments who count 
against the statutory limit under subsection 
(b)(1), the action shall not take effect until 
after the end of the 60-calendar day period be-
ginning on the date on which such Secretary 
or the Chairman, as the case may be, provides 
notice of the proposed action, including the 
rationale for the action, to the Committees on 
Armed Services of the Senate and the House of 
Representatives. 

(2) BASELINE DEFINED.—In paragraph (1), the 
term ‘‘baseline’’ means the lower of— 

(A) the statutory limit on general officer 
and flag officer positions that are joint duty 
assignments under subsection (b)(1); or 

(B) the actual number of general officers 
and flag officers who, as of January 1, 2023, 
were in joint duty assignments counted to-
ward the statutory limit under subsection 
(b)(1). 

(h) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than March 1 
each year, the Secretary of Defense shall submit 
to the Committees on Armed Services of the 
Senate and the House of Representatives a re-
port specifying the following: 

(1) The numbers of general officers and flag 
officers who, as of January 1 of the calendar 
year in which the report is submitted, counted 
toward the service-specific limits of sub-
section (a). 

(2) The number of general officers and flag 
officers in joint duty assignments who, as of 
such January 1, counted toward the statutory 
limit under subsection (b)(1). 

(Added Pub. L. 114–328, div. A, title V, § 501(h)(1), 
Dec. 23, 2016, 130 Stat. 2100.) 

§ 527. Authority to suspend sections 523, 525, and 
526 

In time of war, or of national emergency de-
clared by Congress or the President after No-
vember 30, 1980, the President may suspend the 
operation of any provision of section 523, 525, or 
526 of this title. So long as such war or national 
emergency continues, any such suspension may 
be extended by the President. Any such suspen-
sion shall, if not sooner ended, end on the last 
day of the two-year period beginning on the date 
on which the suspension (or the last extension 
thereof) takes effect or on the last day of the 
one-year period beginning on the date of the ter-
mination of the war or national emergency, 
whichever occurs first. With respect to the end 
of any such suspension, the preceding sentence 
supersedes the provisions of title II of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1621–1622) 
which provide that powers or authorities exer-
cised by reason of a national emergency shall 
cease to be exercised after the date of the termi-
nation of the emergency. 

(Added Pub. L. 96–513, title I, § 103, Dec. 12, 1980, 
94 Stat. 2845, § 526; renumbered § 527 and amended 
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