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the member’s armed force while serving in the detail.’’ 
for ‘‘The Secretary of a military department may pro-
vide transportation, or reimbursement for transpor-
tation, and expenses for a person who participates in an 
honor guard detail under this section and is not a mem-
ber of the armed forces or an employee of the United 
States.’’ 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 106–65, § 578(c)(2), added subsec. 
(c). Former subsec. (c) redesignated subsec. (b)(2). 

Subsecs. (d), (e). Pub. L. 106–65, § 578(c)(2), added sub-
secs. (d) and (e). Former subsecs. (d) and (e) redesig-
nated (f) and (g), respectively. 

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 106–65, § 578(d), amended heading 
and text of subsec. (f) generally. Prior to amendment, 
text read as follows: ‘‘The Secretary of Defense shall by 
regulation establish a system for selection of units of 
the armed forces and other organizations to provide 
honor guard details. The system shall place an empha-
sis on balancing the funeral detail workload among the 
units and organizations providing honor guard details 
in an equitable manner as they are able to respond to 
requests for such details in terms of geographic proxim-
ity and available resources. The Secretary shall pro-
vide in such regulations that the armed force in which 
a veteran served shall not be considered to be a factor 
when selecting the military unit or other organization 
to provide an honor guard detail for the funeral of the 
veteran.’’ 

Pub. L. 106–65, § 578(c)(1), redesignated subsec. (d) as 
(f). Former subsec. (f) redesignated (h). 

Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 106–65, § 1067(1), substituted ‘‘and 
the Committee on Armed Services’’ for ‘‘and the Com-
mittee on National Security’’. 

Pub. L. 106–65, § 578(c)(1), redesignated subsec. (e) as 
(g). 

Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 106–65, § 578(e), amended heading 
and text of subsec. (h) generally. Prior to amendment, 
text read as follows: ‘‘In this section, the term ‘vet-
eran’ has the meaning given that term in section 101(2) 
of title 38.’’ 

Pub. L. 106–65, § 578(c)(1), redesignated subsec. (f) as 
(h). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2013 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 112–239, div. A, title X, § 1076(a), Jan. 2, 2013, 
126 Stat. 1947, provided that the amendment made by 
section 1076(a)(9) is effective Dec. 31, 2011, and as if in-
cluded in Pub. L. 112–81 as enacted. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2006 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 109–163 applicable with re-
spect to funerals and burials that occur on or after Jan. 
6, 2006, see section 662(e) of Pub. L. 109–163, set out as 
a note under section 985 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1999 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 106–65, div. A, title V, § 578(a)(2), Oct. 5, 1999, 
113 Stat. 625, provided that: ‘‘Section 1491(a) of title 10, 
United States Code, as amended by paragraph (1), shall 
apply with respect to funerals that occur after Decem-
ber 31, 1999.’’ 

FULL MILITARY FUNERAL HONORS FOR VETERANS AT 
MILITARY INSTALLATIONS 

Pub. L. 116–92, div. A, title V, § 574(b), Dec. 20, 2019, 133 
Stat. 1404, provided that: 

‘‘(1) INSTALLATION PLANS FOR HONORS REQUIRED.—The 
commander of each military installation at or through 
which a funeral honors detail for a veteran is provided 
pursuant to section 1491 of title 10, United States Code 
(as amended by subsection (a)), shall maintain and 
carry out a plan for the provision, upon request, of full 
military funeral honors at funerals of veterans for 
whom a funeral honors detail is authorized in that sec-
tion. 

‘‘(2) ELEMENTS.—Each plan of an installation under 
paragraph (1) shall include the following: 

‘‘(A) Mechanisms to ensure compliance with the re-
quirements applicable to the composition of funeral 

honors details in section 1491(b) of title 10, United 
States Code (as so amended). 

‘‘(B) Mechanisms to ensure compliance with the re-
quirements for ceremonies for funerals in section 
1491(c) of such title. 

‘‘(C) In addition to the ceremonies required pursu-
ant to subparagraph (B), the provision of a gun sa-
lute, if otherwise authorized, for each funeral by ap-
propriate personnel, including personnel of the in-
stallation, members of the reserve components of the 
Armed Forces residing in the vicinity of the installa-
tion who are ordered to funeral honors duty, or mem-
bers of veterans organizations or other organizations 
referred to in section 1491(b)(2) of such title. 

‘‘(D) Mechanisms for the provision of support au-
thorized by section 1491(d) of such title. 

‘‘(E) Such other mechanisms and activities as the 
Secretary concerned considers appropriate in order to 
assure that full military funeral honors are provided 
upon request at funerals of veterans. 
‘‘(3) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection: 

‘‘(A) The term ‘Secretary concerned’ has the mean-
ing given that term in section 101(a)(9) of title 10, 
United States Code. 

‘‘(B) The term ‘veteran’ has the meaning given that 
term in section 1491(h) of title 10, United States 
Code.’’ 
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AMENDMENTS 

2014—Pub. L. 113–291, div. A, title IX, § 916(f)(2), Dec. 
19, 2014, 128 Stat. 3479, added item 1501a and substituted 
‘‘Program to resolve missing person cases’’ for ‘‘Pro-
gram to resolve preenactment missing person cases’’ in 
item 1509. 

2009—Pub. L. 111–84, div. A, title V, § 541(b), Oct. 28, 
2009, 123 Stat. 2298, substituted ‘‘Program to resolve 
preenactment missing person cases’’ for 
‘‘Preenactment cases’’ in item 1509. 

1996—Pub. L. 104–201, div. A, title V, § 578(f)(2)(B), 
Sept. 23, 1996, 110 Stat. 2537, struck out ‘‘, special inter-
est’’ after ‘‘Preenactment’’ in item 1509. 

§ 1501. System for accounting for missing persons 

(a) RESPONSIBILITY FOR MISSING PERSONS.— 
(1)(A) The Secretary of Defense shall designate a 
single organization within the Department of 
Defense to have responsibility for Department 
matters relating to missing persons from past 
conflicts, including accounting for missing per-
sons and persons whose remains have not been 
recovered from the conflict in which they were 
lost. 

(B) The organization designated under this 
paragraph shall be a Defense Agency or other 
entity of the Department of Defense outside the 
military departments and is referred to in this 
chapter as the ‘‘designated Defense Agency’’. 
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