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title V, § 533(c), Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 1564, provided 
that: ‘‘The amendments made by this section [amend-
ing this section and sections 4348, 6959, and 9348 of this 
title] shall apply to persons who are first admitted to 
one of the military service academies after December 
31, 1991.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1980 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by section 114 of Pub. L. 96–513 effective 
Sept. 15, 1981, but the authority to prescribe regula-
tions under the amendment by Pub. L. 96–513 effective 
on Dec. 12, 1980, see section 701 of Pub. L. 96–513, set out 
as a note under section 101 of this title. 

Amendment by section 511(65) of Pub. L. 96–513 effec-
tive Dec. 12, 1980, see section 701(b)(3) of Pub. L. 96–513. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of authority of Board of Regents of Uni-
formed Services University of the Health Sciences to 
Secretary of Defense, see section 8091 of Pub. L. 101–511, 
set out as a note under section 2113 of this title. 

TRANSITION PROVISIONS 

Pub. L. 104–201, div. A, title VII, § 741(d)(2), Sept. 23, 
1996, 110 Stat. 2600, provided that: ‘‘In the case of any 
person who, as of October 1, 1996, is serving an active- 
duty service obligation as a graduate of the Uniformed 
Services University of the Health Sciences or is incur-
ring an active-duty service obligation as a student of 
the University, and who is subsequently relieved of the 
active-duty service obligation before the completion of 
the obligation, the alternative obligations authorized 
by the amendment made by subsection (b) [amending 
this section] may be implemented by the Secretary of 
Defense with the agreement of the person.’’ 

§ 2115. Graduates: limitation on number per-
mitted to perform civilian Federal service 

The Secretary of Defense may allow not more 
than 20 percent of the graduates of each class at 
the University to perform civilian Federal serv-
ice for not less than seven years following the 
completion of their professional education in 
lieu of active duty in a uniformed service if the 
needs of the uniformed services do not require 
that such graduates perform active duty in a 
uniformed service and as long as the Secretary 
of Defense does not recall such persons to active 
duty in the uniformed services. Such persons 
who execute an agreement in writing to perform 
such civilian Federal service may be released 
from active duty following the completion of 
their professional education. The location and 
type of their duty shall be determined by the 
Secretary of Defense after consultation with the 
heads of Federal agencies concerned. 

(Added Pub. L. 92–426, § 2(a), Sept. 21, 1972, 86 
Stat. 716; amended Pub. L. 96–107, title VIII, 
§ 803(c)(1), (2), Nov. 9, 1979, 93 Stat. 812.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1979—Pub. L. 96–107, § 803(c)(2), substituted ‘‘per-
mitted’’ for ‘‘electing’’ and ‘‘service’’ for ‘‘duty’’ in sec-
tion catchline. 

Pub. L. 96–107, § 803(c)(1), substituted provisions re-
specting authority of the Secretary of Defense to allow 
graduates to perform civilian Federal service and the 
execution of agreements for such service as pre-
requisites for release from active duty following com-
pletion of education, for provisions relating to limita-
tions on the number of graduates electing to perform 
civilian Federal duty, agreements respecting such serv-
ice, and release from active duty upon completion of 
their education. 

§ 2116. Military nursing research 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 

(1) The term ‘‘military nursing research’’ 
means research on the furnishing of care and 
services by nurses in the armed forces. 

(2) The term ‘‘TriService Nursing Research 
Program’’ means the program of military 
nursing research authorized under this sec-
tion. 

(b) PROGRAM AUTHORIZED.—The Secretary of 
Defense may establish at the University a pro-
gram of military nursing research. 

(c) TRISERVICE RESEARCH GROUP.—The 
TriService Nursing Research Program shall be 
administered by a TriService Nursing Research 
Group composed of Army, Navy, and Air Force 
nurses who are involved in military nursing re-
search and are designated by the Secretary con-
cerned to serve as members of the group. 

(d) DUTIES OF GROUP.—The TriService Nursing 
Research Group shall— 

(1) develop for the Department of Defense 
recommended guidelines for requesting, re-
viewing, and funding proposed military nurs-
ing research projects; and 

(2) make available to Army, Navy, and Air 
Force nurses and Department of Defense offi-
cials concerned with military nursing re-
search— 

(A) information about nursing research 
projects that are being developed or carried 
out in the Army, Navy, and Air Force; and 

(B) expertise and information beneficial to 
the encouragement of meaningful nursing 
research. 

(e) RESEARCH TOPICS.—For purposes of this 
section, military nursing research includes re-
search on the following issues: 

(1) Issues regarding how to improve the re-
sults of nursing care and services provided in 
the armed forces in time of peace. 

(2) Issues regarding how to improve the re-
sults of nursing care and services provided in 
the armed forces in time of war. 

(3) Issues regarding how to prevent com-
plications associated with battle injuries. 

(4) Issues regarding how to prevent com-
plications associated with the transporting of 
patients in the military medical evacuation 
system. 

(5) Issues regarding how to improve methods 
of training nursing personnel. 

(6) Clinical nursing issues, including such is-
sues as prevention and treatment of child 
abuse and spouse abuse. 

(7) Women’s health issues. 
(8) Wellness issues. 
(9) Preventive medicine issues. 
(10) Home care management issues. 
(11) Case management issues. 

(Added Pub. L. 104–106, div. A, title VII, § 741(a), 
Feb. 10, 1996, 110 Stat. 384.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 2116, added Pub. L. 92–426, § 2(a), Sept. 
21, 1972, 86 Stat. 716, directed Secretary of Defense to 
report periodically to Committees on Armed Services 
of the Senate and House of Representatives on feasibil-
ity of establishing educational institutions similar or 
identical to University at any other locations he 
deemed appropriate, with last such report to be submit-
ted by June 30, 1976, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 98–94, 
title XII, § 1268(12)(A), Sept. 24, 1983, 97 Stat. 706. 
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[§ 2117. Repealed. Pub. L. 111–84, div. A, title V, 
§ 525(a)(1), Oct. 28, 2009, 123 Stat. 2286] 

Section, added Pub. L. 110–181, div. A, title IX, 
§ 955(g)(1), Jan. 28, 2008, 122 Stat. 295, authorized Sec-
retary of Defense to establish a School of Nursing. See 
section 2169 of this title. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 2117, added Pub. L. 92–426, § 2(a), Sept. 
21, 1972, 86 Stat. 716, authorized appropriations for the 
Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences, 
prior to repeal by Pub. L. 101–510, div. A, title XIV, 
§ 1484(b)(2)(A), Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 1716. 

CHAPTER 105—ARMED FORCES HEALTH 
PROFESSIONS FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAMS 

Subchapter Sec. 

I. Health Professions Scholarship and Fi-
nancial Assistance Program for Ac-
tive Service ........................................ 2120 

II. Nurse Officer Candidate Accession Pro-
gram ................................................... 2130a 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–337, div. A, title XVI, § 1663(c)(7)(A), 
Oct. 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 3008, redesignated item for sub-
chapter III as item for subchapter II and struck out 
former item for subchapter II ‘‘Health Professions Sti-
pend Program for Reserve Service’’. 

1989—Pub. L. 101–189, div. A, title VII, §§ 707(b), 
725(h)(3), Nov. 29, 1989, 103 Stat. 1475, 1480, substituted 
‘‘and Financial Assistance Program’’ for ‘‘Program’’ in 
item for subchapter I and added item for subchapter III. 

1987—Pub. L. 100–180, div. A, title VII, § 711(a)(1), Dec. 
4, 1987, 101 Stat. 1108, substituted ‘‘FINANCIAL AS-
SISTANCE PROGRAMS’’ for ‘‘SCHOLARSHIP PRO-
GRAM’’ in chapter heading, and added subchapter 
analysis, consisting of subchapters I and II. 

SUBCHAPTER I—HEALTH PROFESSIONS 
SCHOLARSHIP AND FINANCIAL ASSIST-
ANCE PROGRAM FOR ACTIVE SERVICE 

Sec. 

2120. Definitions. 
2121. Establishment. 
2122. Eligibility for participation. 
2123. Members of the program: active duty obliga-

tion; failure to complete training; release 
from program. 

2124. Members of the program: numbers appointed. 
2125. Members of the program: exclusion from au-

thorized strengths. 
2126. Members of the program: service credit. 
2127. Scholarships and financial assistance: pay-

ments. 
2128. Accession bonus for members of the program. 

AMENDMENTS 

2008—Pub. L. 110–181, div. A, title VI, § 623(b), Jan. 28, 
2008, 122 Stat. 152, added item 2128. 

1989—Pub. L. 101–189, div. A, title VII, § 725(d)(3), 
(h)(2), Nov. 29, 1989, 103 Stat. 1479, 1480, substituted 
‘‘AND FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM’’ for 
‘‘PROGRAM’’ in subchapter heading and ‘‘Scholarships 
and financial assistance’’ for ‘‘Contracts for scholar-
ships’’ in item 2127. 

1987—Pub. L. 100–180, div. A, title VII, § 711(a)(1), Dec. 
4, 1987, 101 Stat. 1108, added subchapter heading. 

1980—Pub. L. 96–513, title V, § 511(66), Dec. 12, 1980, 94 
Stat. 2926, substituted in item 2123 ‘‘program:’’ for 
‘‘program;’’, and in items 2124 to 2127 ‘‘:’’ for ‘‘;’’ wher-
ever appearing. 

§ 2120. Definitions 

In this subchapter: 

(1) The term ‘‘program’’ means the Armed 
Forces Health Professions Scholarship and Fi-
nancial Assistance program provided for in 
this subchapter. 

(2) The term ‘‘member of the program’’ 
means a person appointed a commissioned offi-
cer in a reserve component of the armed forces 
who is enrolled in the Armed Forces Health 
Professions Scholarship and Financial Assist-
ance program. 

(3) The term ‘‘course of study’’ means edu-
cation received at an accredited college, uni-
versity, or institution in medicine, dentistry, 
or other health profession, leading, respec-
tively, to a degree related to the health profes-
sions as determined under regulations pre-
scribed by the Secretary of Defense. 

(4) The term ‘‘specialized training’’ means 
advanced training in a health professions spe-
cialty received in an accredited program that 
is beyond the basic education required for ap-
pointment as a commissioned officer with a 
designation as a health professional. 

(Added Pub. L. 92–426, § 2(a), Sept. 21, 1972, 86 
Stat. 717; amended Pub. L. 98–94, title XII, 
§ 1268(13), Sept. 24, 1983, 97 Stat. 706; Pub. L. 
100–26, § 7(k)(2), Apr. 21, 1987, 101 Stat. 284; Pub. 
L. 100–180, div. A, title VII, § 711(a)(2), Dec. 4, 
1987, 101 Stat. 1108; Pub. L. 101–189, div. A, title 
VII, § 725(a), (h)(1), Nov. 29, 1989, 103 Stat. 1478, 
1480.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1989—Pars. (1), (2). Pub. L. 101–189, § 725(h)(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘Scholarship and Financial Assistance pro-
gram’’ for ‘‘Scholarship program’’. 

Par. (4). Pub. L. 101–189, § 725(a), added par. (4). 
1987—Pub. L. 100–180 substituted ‘‘subchapter’’ for 

‘‘chapter’’ in introductory text and in par. (1). 
Pub. L. 100–26 inserted ‘‘The term’’ after each par. 

designation and struck out uppercase letter of first 
word after first quotation marks in each par. and sub-
stituted lowercase letter. 

1983—Pub. L. 98–94 substituted a colon for a dash after 
‘‘In this chapter’’ in text preceding par. (1). 

DEMONSTRATION PROJECT ON SERVICE OF RETIRED 
NURSE CORPS OFFICERS AS FACULTY AT CIVILIAN 
NURSING SCHOOLS 

Pub. L. 110–417, [div. A], title V, § 597, Oct. 14, 2008, 122 
Stat. 4479, as amended by Pub. L. 111–383, div. A, title 
X, § 1075(e)(8), Jan. 7, 2011, 124 Stat. 4375, which author-
ized the Secretary of Defense to conduct a demonstra-
tion project to encourage retired military nurses to 
serve as faculty at civilian nursing schools, expired on 
June 30, 2014. 

§ 2121. Establishment 

(a)(1) For the purpose of obtaining adequate 
numbers of commissioned officers on active duty 
who are qualified (A) in the various health pro-
fessions or (B) as a health professional with spe-
cific skills to assist in providing mental health 
care to members of the armed forces, the Sec-
retary of each military department, under regu-
lations prescribed by the Secretary of Defense, 
may establish and maintain a health professions 
scholarship and financial assistance program for 
his department. 

(2) Under the program of a military depart-
ment, the Secretary of that military depart-
ment shall allocate a portion of the total num-
ber of scholarships to members of the program 
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