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EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2018 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 115–232 effective Feb. 1, 2019, 
with provision for the coordination of amendments and 
special rule for certain redesignations, see section 800 
of Pub. L. 115–232, set out as a note preceding section 
3001 of this title. 

§ 8736. Regulations 

(a) The Secretary may prescribe regulations 
and take any proper action to accomplish the 
purposes of this chapter. 

(b) All statements, reports, and representa-
tions required by the regulations shall be under 
oath, unless otherwise specified, and in such 
form as the Secretary requires. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 461, § 7436; Pub. 
L. 94–258, title II, § 201(18), Apr. 5, 1976, 90 Stat. 
313; renumbered § 8736, Pub. L. 115–232, div. A, 
title VIII, § 807(d)(5), Aug. 13, 2018, 132 Stat. 1836.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

7436 ......... 34 U.S.C. 524 (9th par.). June 4, 1920, ch. 228 (9th 
par. of amended 3d and 
4th provisos), 41 Stat. 
813; June 30, 1938, ch. 
851, § 1, 52 Stat. 1254; 
June 17, 1944, ch. 262, 58 
Stat. 281. 

In subsection (a) the words ‘‘necessary rules and’’ are 
omitted as surplusage, and the words ‘‘to take any 
proper action’’ are substituted for the words ‘‘to do any 
and all things necessary or proper’’ for brevity. 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Pub. L. 115–232 renumbered section 7436 of this 
title as this section. 

1976—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 94–258 struck out ‘‘of the 
Navy, subject to approval by the President,’’ after 
‘‘Secretary’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2018 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 115–232 effective Feb. 1, 2019, 
with provision for the coordination of amendments and 
special rule for certain redesignations, see section 800 
of Pub. L. 115–232, set out as a note preceding section 
3001 of this title. 

§ 8737. Violations by lessee 

(a) If a lessee fails to comply with any provi-
sion of this chapter, of his lease, or of regula-
tions issued under section 8736 of this title that 
are in force on the date of his lease, the lease 
may be forfeited and cancelled by an appropriate 
proceeding in the United States district court 
for the district in which any part of the property 
is located. 

(b) The lease may provide appropriate methods 
for the settlement of disputes and remedies for 
breach of specified conditions. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 461, § 7437; re-
numbered § 8737 and amended Pub. L. 115–232, 
div. A, title VIII, §§ 807(d)(5), 809(a), Aug. 13, 2018, 
132 Stat. 1836, 1840.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

7437 ......... 34 U.S.C. 524 (11th par., 
less proviso). 

June 4, 1920, ch. 228 (11th 
par., less proviso, of 
amended 3d and 4th 
provisos), 41 Stat. 813; 
June 30, 1938, ch. 851, 
§ 1, 52 Stat. 1254; June 
17, 1944, ch. 262, 58 Stat. 
281. 

In subsection (a) the words ‘‘the district in which any 
part of the property is located’’ are substituted for the 
words ‘‘the district in which the property, or some part 
thereof, is located,’’ for brevity. 

In subsection (b) the words ‘‘for resort to’’ and ‘‘for’’ 
are omitted as surplusage. 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Pub. L. 115–232, § 807(d)(5), renumbered section 
7437 of this title as this section. 

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 115–232, § 809(a), substituted ‘‘sec-
tion 8736’’ for ‘‘section 7436’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2018 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 115–232 effective Feb. 1, 2019, 
with provision for the coordination of amendments and 
special rule for certain redesignations, see section 800 
of Pub. L. 115–232, set out as a note preceding section 
3001 of this title. 

§ 8738. Rifle, Colorado, plant; possession, use, and 
transfer of 

(a) The Secretary shall take possession of the 
experimental demonstration facility near Rifle, 
Colorado, which was constructed and operated 
by the Department of the Interior on lands on or 
near the naval oil shale reserves under the Act 
of April 5, 1944 (30 U.S.C. 321 et seq.). 

(b) The Secretary, subject to the approval of 
the President, shall by contract, lease, or other-
wise encourage the use of the facility described 
in subsection (a) in research, development, test, 
evaluation, and demonstration work. For such 
purposes the Secretary may use or lease for use 
by institutions, organizations, or individuals, 
public or private, the facility described in sub-
section (a) and may construct, install, and oper-
ate, or lease for operation additional experi-
mental facilities on such lands. The Secretary 
may, after consultation with the Committee on 
Armed Services of the Senate and the Commit-
tee on Armed Services of the House of Rep-
resentatives, mine and remove, or authorize the 
mining and removal, of any oil shale or products 
therefrom from lands in the naval oil shale re-
serves that may be needed for such experimen-
tation. 

(c) Nothing in this chapter shall be con-
strued— 

(1) to authorize the commercial development 
and operation of the naval oil shale reserves 
by the Government in competition with pri-
vate industry; or 

(2) in diminution of the responsibility of the 
Secretary in providing oil shale and products 
therefrom for needs of national defense. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 462, § 7438; Pub. 
L. 87–796, § 1(12), Oct. 11, 1962, 76 Stat. 906; Pub. L. 
94–258, title II, § 201(19), Apr. 5, 1976, 90 Stat. 313; 
Pub. L. 96–513, title V, § 513(37), Dec. 12, 1980, 94 
Stat. 2934; Pub. L. 104–106, div. A, title XV, 
§ 1502(a)(2), Feb. 10, 1996, 110 Stat. 502; Pub. L. 
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