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Sec. 

9082. Chief of Space Operations. 
9083. Officer career field for space. 

§ 9081. The United States Space Force 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established a 
United States Space Force as an armed force 
within the Department of the Air Force. 

(b) COMPOSITION.—The Space Force shall be 
composed of the following: 

(1) The Chief of Space Operations. 
(2) The space forces and such assets as may 

be organic therein. 

(c) FUNCTIONS.—The Space Force shall be orga-
nized, trained, and equipped to provide— 

(1) freedom of operation for the United 
States in, from, and to space; and 

(2) prompt and sustained space operations. 

(d) DUTIES.—It shall be the duty of the Space 
Force to— 

(1) protect the interests of the United States 
in space; 

(2) deter aggression in, from, and to space; 
and 

(3) conduct space operations. 

(Added Pub. L. 115–91, div. A, title XVI, 
§ 1601(a)(1), Dec. 12, 2017, 131 Stat. 1718, § 2279c; 
amended Pub. L. 115–232, div. A, title X, 
§ 1081(a)(17), Aug. 13, 2018, 132 Stat. 1984; renum-
bered § 9081 and amended Pub. L. 116–92, div. A, 
title IX, § 952(b)(3), (4), Dec. 20, 2019, 133 Stat. 
1562.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 9081 was renumbered section 9067 of 
this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

2019—Pub. L. 116–92, § 952(b)(4), amended section gen-
erally. Prior to amendment, section related to Air 
Force Space Command. 

Pub. L. 116–92, § 952(b)(3), renumbered section 2279c of 
this title as this section. 

2018—Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 115–232, § 1081(a)(17)(A), 
substituted ‘‘December 12, 2017’’ for ‘‘the date of the en-
actment of this Act’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 115–232, § 1081(a)(17)(B)(i), sub-
stituted ‘‘December 12, 2017’’ for ‘‘the date of the enact-
ment of this section’’ in introductory provisions. 

Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 115–232, § 1081(a)(17)(B)(ii), sub-
stituted ‘‘after December 11, 2018’’ for ‘‘on or after the 
date that is one year after the date of the enactment of 
this section’’. 

CHANGE OF NAME; REDESIGNATION OF AIR FORCE SPACE 
COMMAND AS UNITED STATES SPACE FORCE 

Pub. L. 116–92, div. A, title IX, § 952(a), Dec. 20, 2019, 
133 Stat. 1561, provided that: ‘‘The Air Force Space 
Command is hereby redesignated as the United States 
Space Force (USSF).’’ 

MEMBERS 

Pub. L. 116–92, div. A, title IX, § 952(d), Dec. 20, 2019, 
133 Stat. 1562, provided that: 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Effective as of the date of the en-
actment of this Act [Dec. 20, 2019], there shall be as-
signed to the Space Force such members of the Air 
Force as the Secretary of the Air Force shall specify. 

‘‘(2) NO AUTHORIZATION OF ADDITIONAL MILITARY BIL-
LETS.—The Secretary shall carry out this subsection 
within military personnel of the Air Force otherwise 
authorized by this Act. Nothing in this subsection shall 
be construed to authorize additional military billets 

for the purposes of, or in connection with, the estab-
lishment of the Space Force.’’ 

CLARIFICATION OF AUTHORITIES 

Pub. L. 116–92, div. A, title IX, § 958(b), Dec. 20, 2019, 
133 Stat. 1567, provided that: 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as specifically provided by 
this subtitle [subtitle D (§§ 951–961) of title IX of div. A 
of Pub. L. 116–92, see Short Title of 2019 Amendment 
note set out under section 101 of this title and Tables] 
or the amendments made by this subtitle— 

‘‘(A) a member of the Space Force shall be treated 
as a member of the Air Force for the purpose of the 
application of any provision of law, including provi-
sions of law relating to pay, benefits, and retirement; 
and 

‘‘(B) a civilian employee of the Space Force shall be 
treated as a civilian employee of the Air Force for 
the purpose of the application of any provision of law, 
including provisions of law relating to pay, benefits, 
and retirement. 
‘‘(2) APPOINTMENT AND ENLISTMENT.—For purposes of 

the appointment or enlistment of individuals as mem-
bers of the Space Force pending the integration of the 
Space Force into the laws providing for the appoint-
ment or enlistment of individuals as members of the 
Armed Forces, appointments and enlistments of indi-
viduals as members of the Armed Forces in the Space 
Force may be made in the same manner in which ap-
pointments and enlistments of individuals as members 
of the Armed Forces in the other Armed Forces may be 
made by law.’’ 

EFFECTS ON MILITARY INSTALLATIONS 

Pub. L. 116–92, div. A, title IX, § 959, Dec. 20, 2019, 133 
Stat. 1568, provided that: ‘‘Nothing in this subtitle [sub-
title D (§§ 951–961) of title IX of div. A of Pub. L. 116–92, 
see Short Title of 2019 Amendment note set out under 
section 101 of this title and Tables], or the amendments 
made by this subtitle, shall be construed to authorize 
or require the relocation of any facility, infrastructure, 
or military installation of the Air Force.’’ 

IMPLEMENTATION 

Pub. L. 116–92, div. A, title IX, § 961, Dec. 20, 2019, 133 
Stat. 1568, provided that: 

‘‘(a) REQUIREMENT.—Except as specifically provided 
by this subtitle [subtitle D (§§ 951–961) of title IX of div. 
A of Pub. L. 116–92, see Short Title of 2019 Amendment 
note set out under section 101 of this title and Tables], 
the Secretary of the Air Force shall implement this 
subtitle, and the amendments made by this subtitle, by 
not later than 18 months after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act [Dec. 20, 2019]. 

‘‘(b) BRIEFINGS.—Not later than 60 days after the date 
of the enactment of this Act, and every 60 days there-
after until March 31, 2023, the Secretary of the Air 
Force and the Chief of Space Operations shall jointly 
provide to the congressional defense committees [Com-
mittees on Armed Services and Appropriations of the 
Senate and the House of Representatives] a briefing on 
the status of the implementation of the Space Force 
pursuant to this subtitle and the amendments made by 
this subtitle. Each briefing shall address the current 
missions, operations and activities, manpower require-
ments and status, and budget and funding requirements 
and status of the Space Force, and such other matters 
with respect to the implementation and operation of 
the Space Force as the Secretary and the Chief jointly 
consider appropriate to keep Congress fully and cur-
rently informed on the status of the implementation of 
the Space Force.’’ 

SPACE POLICY DIRECTIVE–4. ESTABLISHMENT OF THE 
UNITED STATES SPACE FORCE 

Space Policy Directive–4, Feb. 19, 2019, 84 F.R. 6049, 
provided: 

Memorandum for the Vice President[,] the Secretary 
of State[,] the Secretary of Defense[,] the Secretary of 
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Commerce[,] the Secretary of Labor[,] the Secretary of 
Transportation[,] the Secretary of Homeland 
Security[,] the Director of the Office of Management 
and Budget[,] the Director of National Intelligence[,] 
the Assistant to the President for National Security 
Affairs[,] the Director of the Office of Science and 
Technology Policy[,] the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff[,] the Administrator of the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration[, and] the Deputy 
Assistant to the President for Homeland Security and 
Counterterrorism 

SECTION 1. Introduction. Space is integral to our way 
of life, our national security, and modern warfare. Al-
though United States space systems have historically 
maintained a technological advantage over those of our 
potential adversaries, those potential adversaries are 
now advancing their space capabilities and actively de-
veloping ways to deny our use of space in a crisis or 
conflict. It is imperative that the United States adapt 
its national security organizations, policies, doctrine, 
and capabilities to deter aggression and protect our in-
terests. Toward that end, the Department of Defense 
shall take actions under existing authority to marshal 
its space resources to deter and counter threats in 
space, and to develop a legislative proposal to establish 
a United States Space Force as a sixth branch of the 
United States Armed Forces within the Department of 
the Air Force. This is an important step toward a fu-
ture military department for space. Under this pro-
posal, the United States Space Force would be author-
ized to organize, train, and equip military space forces 
of the United States to ensure unfettered access to, and 
freedom to operate in, space, and to provide vital capa-
bilities to joint and coalition forces in peacetime and 
across the spectrum of conflict. 

SEC. 2. Definitions. For the purposes of this memoran-
dum and the legislative proposal directed by section 3 
of this memorandum, the following definitions shall 
apply: 

(a) The term ‘‘United States Space Force’’ refers to a 
new branch of the United States Armed Forces to be 
initially placed by statute within the Department of 
the Air Force. 

(b) The term ‘‘Department of the Space Force’’ refers 
to a future military department within the Department 
of Defense that will be responsible for organizing, 
training, and equipping the United States Space Force. 

(c) The term ‘‘United States Space Command’’ refers 
to a Unified Combatant Command to be established 
pursuant to the Presidential memorandum of December 
18, 2018 (Establishment of United States Space Com-
mand as a Unified Combatant Command) [10 U.S.C. 161 
note], that will be responsible for Joint Force space op-
erations as will be assigned in the Unified Command 
Plan. 

SEC. 3. Legislative Proposal and Purpose. The Secretary 
of Defense shall submit a legislative proposal to the 
President through the Office of Management and Budg-
et that would establish the United States Space Force 
as a new armed service within the Department of the 
Air Force. 

The legislative proposal would, if enacted, establish 
the United States Space Force to organize, train, and 
equip forces to provide for freedom of operation in, 
from, and to the space domain; to provide independent 
military options for national leadership; and to en-
hance the lethality and effectiveness of the Joint 
Force. The United States Space Force should include 
both combat and combat support functions to enable 
prompt and sustained offensive and defensive space op-
erations, and joint operations in all domains. The 
United States Space Force shall be organized, trained, 
and equipped to meet the following priorities: 

(a) Protecting the Nation’s interests in space and the 
peaceful use of space for all responsible actors, consist-
ent with applicable law, including international law; 

(b) Ensuring unfettered use of space for United States 
national security purposes, the United States economy, 
and United States persons, partners, and allies; 

(c) Deterring aggression and defending the Nation, 
United States allies, and United States interests from 
hostile acts in and from space; 

(d) Ensuring that needed space capabilities are inte-
grated and available to all United States Combatant 
Commands; 

(e) Projecting military power in, from, and to space 
in support of our Nation’s interests; and 

(f) Developing, maintaining, and improving a commu-
nity of professionals focused on the national security 
demands of the space domain. 

SEC. 4. Scope. (a) The legislative proposal required by 
section 3 of this memorandum shall, in addition to the 
provisions required under section 3 of this memoran-
dum, include provisions that would, if enacted: 

(i) consolidate existing forces and authorities for 
military space activities, as appropriate, in order to 
minimize duplication of effort and eliminate bureau-
cratic inefficiencies; and 

(ii) not include the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, the National Reconnaissance Office, or 
other non-military space organizations or missions of 
the United States Government. 

(b) The proposed United States Space Force should: 
(i) include, as determined by the Secretary of Defense 

in consultation with the Secretaries of the military de-
partments, the uniformed and civilian personnel con-
ducting and directly supporting space operations from 
all Department of Defense Armed Forces; 

(ii) assume responsibilities for all major military 
space acquisition programs; and 

(iii) create the appropriate career tracks for military 
and civilian space personnel across all relevant special-
ties, including operations, intelligence, engineering, 
science, acquisition, and cyber. 

SEC. 5. United States Space Force Budget. In accordance 
with the Department of Defense budget process, the 
Secretary of Defense shall submit to the Director of the 
Office of Management and Budget a proposed budget for 
the United States Space Force to be included in the 
President’s Fiscal Year 2020 Budget Request. 

SEC. 6. United States Space Force Organization and 

Leadership. (a) The legislative proposal required by sec-
tion 3 of this memorandum shall create a civilian 
Under Secretary of the Air Force for Space, to be 
known as the Under Secretary for Space, appointed by 
the President by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate. 

(b) The legislative proposal shall establish a Chief of 
Staff of the Space Force, who will be a senior military 
officer in the grade of General or Admiral, and who 
shall serve as a member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

SEC. 7. Associated Elements. (a) A Unified Combatant 
Command for space, to be known as the United States 
Space Command, will be established consistent with 
law, as directed on December 18, 2018. This command 
will have all of the responsibilities of a Unified Com-
batant Command in addition to the space-related re-
sponsibilities previously assigned to United States 
Strategic Command. It will also have the responsibil-
ities of the Joint Force provider and Joint Force train-
ing for space operations forces. Moving expeditiously 
toward a Unified Combatant Command reflects the im-
portance of warfighting in space to the Joint Force. 
The commander of this command will lead space war-
fighting through global space operations that may 
occur in the space domain, the terrestrial domains, or 
through the electromagnetic spectrum. 

(b) With forces provided by the United States Space 
Force and other United States Armed Forces, the 
United States Space Command shall ensure unfettered 
access to, and freedom to operate in, space and provide 
vital effects and capabilities to joint and coalition 
forces during peacetime and across the spectrum of 
conflict. 

SEC. 8. Relationship with National Intelligence. The Sec-
retary of Defense and the Director of National Intel-
ligence shall create and enhance mechanisms for col-
laboration between the Department of Defense and the 
United States Intelligence Community in order to in-
crease unity of effort and the effectiveness of space op-
erations. The Secretary of Defense and the Director of 
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National Intelligence shall provide a report to the 
President within 180 days of the date of this memoran-
dum [Feb. 19, 2019] on steps they have taken and are 
planning to take toward these ends, including legisla-
tive proposals as necessary and appropriate. 

SEC. 9. Operational Authorities. In order to ensure that 
the United States Space Force and United States Space 
Command have the necessary operational authorities, 
the National Space Council and the National Security 
Council shall coordinate an accelerated review of space 
operational authorities. Within 90 days of the date of 
this memorandum, the Secretary of Defense shall 
present to the National Space Council and the National 
Security Council proposed relevant authority changes 
for the President’s approval. The National Space Coun-
cil and the National Security Council shall then con-
duct an interagency review of the Secretary’s proposal 
and make recommendations to the President on appro-
priate authorities, to be completed no later than 60 
days from the date the Secretary of Defense presents 
his proposal to the councils. 

SEC. 10. Periodic Review. As the United States Space 
Force matures, and as national security requires, it 
will become necessary to create a separate military de-
partment, to be known as the Department of the Space 
Force. This department will take over some or all re-
sponsibilities for the United States Space Force from 
the Department of the Air Force. The Secretary of De-
fense will conduct periodic reviews to determine when 
to recommend that the President seek legislation to es-
tablish such a department. 

SEC. 11. General Provisions. (a) Nothing in this memo-
randum shall be construed to impair or otherwise af-
fect: 

(i) the authority granted by law to an executive de-
partment or agency, or the head thereof; or 

(ii) the functions of the Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget relating to budgetary, administra-
tive, or legislative proposals. 

(b) This memorandum shall be implemented consist-
ent with applicable law and United States national and 
homeland security requirements, and subject to the 
availability of appropriations. 

(c) This memorandum is not intended to, and does 
not, create any right or benefit, substantive or proce-
dural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party 
against the United States, its departments, agencies, or 
entities, its officers, employees, or agents, or any other 
person. 

(d) The Secretary of Defense is authorized and di-
rected to publish this memorandum in the Federal Reg-
ister. 

DONALD J. TRUMP. 

§ 9082. Chief of Space Operations 

(a) APPOINTMENT.—(1) There is a Chief of Space 
Operations, appointed by the President, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, from 
the general officers of the Air Force. The Chief 
serves at the pleasure of the President. 

(2) The Chief shall be appointed for a term of 
four years. In time of war or during a national 
emergency declared by Congress, the Chief may 
be reappointed for a term of not more than four 
years. 

(b) GRADE.—The Chief, while so serving, has 
the grade of general without vacating the per-
manent grade of the officer. 

(c) RELATIONSHIP TO THE SECRETARY OF THE 
AIR FORCE.—Except as otherwise prescribed by 
law and subject to section 9013(f) of this title, 
the Chief performs the duties of such position 
under the authority, direction, and control of 
the Secretary of the Air Force and is directly re-
sponsible to the Secretary. 

(d) DUTIES.—Subject to the authority, direc-
tion, and control of the Secretary of the Air 
Force, the Chief shall— 

(1) preside over the Office of the Chief of 
Space Operations; 

(2) transmit the plans and recommendations 
of the Office of the Chief of Space Operations 
to the Secretary and advise the Secretary 
with regard to such plans and recommenda-
tions; 

(3) after approval of the plans or recom-
mendations of the Office of the Chief of Space 
Operations by the Secretary, act as the agent 
of the Secretary in carrying them into effect; 

(4) exercise supervision, consistent with the 
authority assigned to commanders of unified 
or specified combatant commands under chap-
ter 6 of this title, over such of the members 
and organizations of the Space Force as the 
Secretary determines; and 

(5) perform such other military duties, not 
otherwise assigned by law, as are assigned to 
the Chief by the President, the Secretary of 
Defense, or the Secretary of the Air Force. 

(e) JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF.—(1) Commencing 
one year after the date of the enactment of the 
United States Space Force Act, the Chief of 
Space Operations shall be a member of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff. 

(2) To the extent that such action does not im-
pair the independence of the Chief in the per-
formance of the duties of the Chief as a member 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff pursuant to para-
graph (1), the Chief shall inform the Secretary of 
the Air Force regarding military advice ren-
dered by members of the Joint Chiefs of Staff on 
matters affecting the Department of the Air 
Force. 

(3) Subject to the authority, direction, and 
control of the Secretary of Defense, the Chief 
shall keep the Secretary of the Air Force fully 
informed of significant military operations af-
fecting the duties and responsibilities of the 
Secretary. 

(Added Pub. L. 116–92, div. A, title IX, § 953(a), 
Dec. 20, 2019, 133 Stat. 1563.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The date of the enactment of the United States Space 
Force Act, referred to in subsec. (e)(1), is the date of en-
actment of subtitle D of title IX of div. A of Pub. L. 
116–92, which was approved Dec. 20, 2019. 

SERVICE 

Pub. L. 116–92, div. A, title IX, § 953(b), Dec. 20, 2019, 
133 Stat. 1564, provided that: 

‘‘(1) INCUMBENT.—The individual serving as Com-
mander of the Air Force Space Command as of the day 
before the date of the enactment of this Act [Dec. 20, 
2019] may serve as the Chief of Space Operations under 
subsection (a) of section 9082 of title 10, United States 
Code (as added by subsection (a) of this section), after 
that date without further appointment as otherwise 
provided for by subsection (a) of such section 9082. 

‘‘(2) U.S. SPACE COMMAND.—During the one-year pe-
riod beginning on the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Secretary of Defense may authorize an officer 
serving as the Chief of Space Operations to serve con-
currently as the Commander of the United States 
Space Command, without further appointment.’’ 

§ 9083. Officer career field for space 

The Secretary of the Air Force shall establish 
and implement policies and procedures to de-
velop a career field for officers in the Air Force 
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