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(Pub. L. 102–486, title I, § 106, Oct. 24, 1992, 106 
Stat. 2792; Pub. L. 110–289, div. B, title I, § 2123, 
July 30, 2008, 122 Stat. 2839.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The National Housing Act, referred to in subsecs. 
(a)(2)(A), (D), (3)(A), (4)(C), and (c)(1), is act June 27, 
1934, ch. 847, 48 Stat. 1246. Title II of the Act is classi-
fied generally to subchapter II (§ 1707 et seq.) of this 
chapter. For complete classification of this Act to the 
Code, see section 1701 of this title and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Energy Policy Act 
of 1992, and not as part of the National Housing Act 
which comprises this chapter. 

Section was formerly classified as a note under sec-
tion 12712 of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare. 

AMENDMENTS 

2008—Subsec. (a)(2)(C). Pub. L. 110–289, § 2123(1), 
amended subpar. (C) generally. Prior to amendment, 
text read as follows: ‘‘The cost of cost-effective energy 
efficiency improvements shall not exceed the greater 
of— 

‘‘(i) 5 percent of the property value (not to exceed 
$8,000); or 

‘‘(ii) $4,000.’’ 
Subsec. (a)(2)(D). Pub. L. 110–289, § 2123(2), added sub-

par. (D). 

SIMILAR PROVISIONS 

Similar provisions were contained in Pub. L. 102–550, 
title V, § 513, Oct. 28, 1992, 106 Stat. 3786. 

§ 1701z–17. Increasing access and understanding 
of energy efficient mortgages 

(a) Definition 

As used in this section, the term ‘‘energy effi-
cient mortgage’’ has the same meaning as given 
that term in paragraph (24) of section 12704 of 
title 42. 

(b) Recommendations to eliminate barriers to 
use of energy efficient mortgages 

(1) In general 

Not later than 180 days after July 30, 2008, 
the Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, in conjunction with the Secretary of 
Energy and the Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, shall consult with 
the residential mortgage industry and States 
to develop recommendations to eliminate the 
barriers that exist to increasing the availabil-
ity, use, and purchase of energy efficient 
mortgages, including such barriers as— 

(A) the lack of reliable and accessible in-
formation on such mortgages, including esti-
mated energy savings and other benefits of 
energy efficient housing; 

(B) the confusion regarding underwriting 
requirements and differences among various 
energy efficient mortgage programs; 

(C) the complex and time consuming proc-
ess of securing such mortgages; 

(D) the lack of publicly available research 
on the default risk of such mortgages; and 

(E) the availability of certified or accred-
ited home energy rating services. 

(2) Report to Congress 

The Secretary of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment shall submit a report to Congress 
that— 

(A) summarizes the recommendations de-
veloped under paragraph (1); and 

(B) includes any recommendations for 
statutory, regulatory, or administrative 
changes that the Secretary deems necessary 
to institute such recommendations. 

(c) Energy efficient mortgages outreach cam-
paign 

(1) In general 

The Secretary of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment, in consultation and coordination with 
the Secretary of Energy, the Administrator of 
the Environmental Protection Agency, and 
State Energy and Housing Finance Directors, 
shall carry out an education and outreach 
campaign to inform and educate consumers, 
home builders, residential lenders, and other 
real estate professionals on the availability, 
benefits, and advantages of— 

(A) improved energy efficiency in housing; 
and 

(B) energy efficient mortgages. 

(2) Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated such 
sums as are necessary to carry out the edu-
cation and outreach campaign described under 
paragraph (1). 

(Pub. L. 110–289, div. B, title IX, § 2902, July 30, 
2008, 122 Stat. 2876.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Foreclosure Pre-
vention Act of 2008, and also as part of the Housing and 
Economic Recovery Act of 2008, and not as part of the 
National Housing Act which comprises this chapter. 

SUBCHAPTER I—HOUSING RENOVATION 
AND MODERNIZATION 

§ 1702. Administrative provisions 

The powers conferred by this chapter shall be 
exercised by the Secretary of Housing and Urban 
Development (hereinafter referred to as the 
‘‘Secretary’’). In order to carry out the provi-
sions of this subchapter and subchapters II, III, 
V, VI, VII, VIII, IX–B, and X, the Secretary may 
establish such agencies, accept and utilize such 
voluntary and uncompensated services, utilize 
such Federal officers and employees, and, with 
the consent of the State, such State and local 
officers and employees, and appoint such other 
officers and employees as he may find necessary, 
and may prescribe their authorities, duties, re-
sponsibilities, and tenure and fix their com-
pensation. The Secretary may delegate any of 
the functions and powers conferred upon him 
under this subchapter and subchapters II, III, V, 
VI, VII, VIII, IX–B, and X to such officers, 
agents, and employees as he may designate or 
appoint, and may make such expenditures (in-
cluding expenditures for personal services and 
rent at the seat of government and elsewhere, 
for law books and books of reference, and for 
paper, printing, and binding) as are necessary to 
carry out the provisions of this subchapter and 
subchapters II, III, V, VI, VII, VIII, IX–B, and X, 
without regard to any other provisions of law 
governing the expenditure of public funds. All 
such compensation, expenses, and allowances 
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