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the Navy, is cited for gallantry in action that 
does not warrant a medal of honor or Coast 
Guard cross— 

(1) while engaged in an action against an 
enemy of the United States; 

(2) while engaged in military operations in-
volving conflict with an opposing foreign force 
or international terrorist organization; or 

(3) while serving with friendly foreign forces 
engaged in an armed conflict against an oppos-
ing armed force in which the United States is 
not a belligerent party. 

(Added Pub. L. 111–281, title II, § 224(b)(2), Oct. 15, 
2010, 124 Stat. 2922, § 492a; renumbered § 2737, Pub. 
L. 115–282, title I, § 116(b), Dec. 4, 2018, 132 Stat. 
4226.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Pub. L. 115–282 renumbered section 492a of this 

title as this section. 

§ 2738. Distinguished flying cross 

The President may present, but not in the 
name of Congress, a distinguished flying cross of 
appropriate design, with accompanying ribbon, 
to any person who, while serving in any capacity 
with the Coast Guard, distinguishes himself by 
heroism or extraordinary achievement while 
participating in an aerial flight. 

(Added Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, § 12(a), 70A Stat. 
624, § 492a; renumbered § 492b, Pub. L. 111–281, 
title II, § 224(b)(1), Oct. 15, 2010, 124 Stat. 2922; re-
numbered § 2738, Pub. L. 115–282, title I, § 116(b), 
Dec. 4, 2018, 132 Stat. 4226.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Pub. L. 115–282 renumbered section 492b of this 

title as this section. 

2010—Pub. L. 111–281 renumbered section 492a of this 

title as this section. 

§ 2739. Coast Guard medal 

The President may present, but not in the 
name of Congress, a medal to be known as the 
Coast Guard medal, of appropriate design, with 
accompanying ribbon, together with a rosette or 
other device to be worn in lieu thereof, to any 
person who, while serving in any capacity with 
the Coast Guard, distinguishes himself by hero-
ism not involving actual conflict with an 
enemy. 

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 535, § 493; renum-
bered § 2739, Pub. L. 115–282, title I, § 116(b), Dec. 
4, 2018, 132 Stat. 4226.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

This section establishes a new medal to be known as 

the Coast Guard Medal, which is intended to be a par-

allel award to the Navy and Marine Corps Medal of the 

Navy, to be awarded under the same circumstances as 

that medal is awarded to personnel of the Navy (see 

title 34, U.S.C., 1946 ed., § 356b). 81st Congress, House Re-

port No. 557. 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Pub. L. 115–282 renumbered section 493 of this 

title as this section. 

§ 2740. Insignia for additional awards 

No more than one Coast Guard cross, distin-
guished service medal, silver star medal, distin-

guished flying cross, or one Coast Guard medal 
shall be issued to any one person; but for each 
succeeding deed or service sufficient to justify 
the awarding of a Coast Guard cross, distin-
guished service medal, silver star medal, distin-
guished flying cross, or Coast Guard medal, the 
President may award a suitable emblem or in-
signia to be worn with the decoration and a cor-
responding rosette or other device. 

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 535, § 494; Aug. 10, 
1956, ch. 1041, § 13, 70A Stat. 624; Pub. L. 111–281, 
title II, § 224(c)(1), Oct. 15, 2010, 124 Stat. 2922; 
Pub. L. 113–281, title II, § 213, Dec. 18, 2014, 128 
Stat. 3029; renumbered § 2740, Pub. L. 115–282, 
title I, § 116(b), Dec. 4, 2018, 132 Stat. 4226.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

This section is supplemental to the preceding sec-

tions dealing with the award of medals and regulates 

the award of additional medals of the same kind. It fol-

lows the established practice in all the armed forces 

(see title 34, U.S.C., 1946 ed., § 358). 81st Congress, House 

Report No. 557. 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Pub. L. 115–282 renumbered section 494 of this 

title as this section. 
2014—Pub. L. 113–281 struck out ‘‘medal of honor,’’ be-

fore ‘‘Coast Guard cross,’’ in two places. 
2010—Pub. L. 111–281 substituted ‘‘Coast Guard cross, 

distinguished service medal, silver star medal, distin-

guished flying cross,’’ for ‘‘distinguished service medal, 

distinguished flying cross,’’ in two places. 
1956—Act Aug. 10, 1956, included the distinguished fly-

ing cross. 

§ 2741. Time limit on award; report concerning 
deed 

(a) No medal of honor, Coast Guard cross, dis-
tinguished service medal, silver star medal, dis-
tinguished flying cross, Coast Guard medal, or 
bar, emblem, or insignia in lieu thereof may be 
awarded to a person unless— 

(1) the award is made within five years after 
the date of the deed or service justifying the 
award; 

(2) a statement setting forth the deed or dis-
tinguished service and recommending official 
recognition of it was made by his superior 
through official channels within three years 
from the date of that deed or termination of 
the service. 

(b) If the Secretary determines that— 
(1) a statement setting forth the deed or dis-

tinguished service and recommending official 
recognition of it was made by the person’s su-
perior through official channels within three 
years from the date of that deed or termi-
nation of the service and was supported by suf-
ficient evidence within that time; and 

(2) no award was made, because the state-
ment was lost or through inadvertence the 
recommendation was not acted upon; a medal 
of honor, Coast Guard cross, distinguished 
service medal, silver star medal, distinguished 
flying cross, Coast Guard medal, or bar, em-
blem, or insignia in lieu thereof, as the case 
may be, may be awarded to the person within 
two years after the date of that determina-
tion. 

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 536, § 496; Pub. L. 
87–526, § 1(5), July 10, 1962, 76 Stat. 141; Pub. L. 
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111–281, title II, § 224(c)(2), Oct. 15, 2010, 124 Stat. 
2922; renumbered § 2741, Pub. L. 115–282, title I, 
§ 116(b), Dec. 4, 2018, 132 Stat. 4226.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

This section establishes a time limit on the making 

of awards. It follows the established practice in all the 

armed forces (see title 10, U.S.C., 1946 ed., § 1409 and 

title 34, U.S.C., 1946 ed., § 360). 81st Congress, House Re-

port No. 557. 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Pub. L. 115–282 renumbered section 496 of this 

title as this section. 

2010—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 111–281, § 224(c)(2)(A), sub-

stituted ‘‘Coast Guard cross, distinguished service 

medal, silver star medal, distinguished flying cross,’’ 

for ‘‘distinguished service medal, distinguished flying 

cross,’’ in introductory provisions. 

Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 111–281, § 224(c)(2)(B), sub-

stituted ‘‘Coast Guard cross, distinguished service 

medal, silver star medal, distinguished flying cross,’’ 

for ‘‘distinguished service medal, distinguished flying 

cross,’’. 

1962—Pub. L. 87–526 incorporated existing provisions 

in subsec. (a), included the distinguished flying cross 

and bar in lieu of any award in the enumeration of 

medals, and extended the time limit for recommending 

award of a medal after performance of the deed justify-

ing the award from one to three years and added sub-

sec. (b). 

§ 2742. Honorable subsequent service as condi-
tion to award 

No medal of honor, Coast Guard cross, distin-
guished service medal, silver star medal, distin-
guished flying cross, Coast Guard medal, or em-
blem, or insignia in lieu thereof shall be award-
ed or presented to any individual, or to the rep-
resentative of any individual, whose entire serv-
ice subsequent to the time he distinguished him-
self shall not in the opinion of the Commandant 
have been honorable. 

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 536, § 497; Aug. 10, 
1956, ch. 1041, § 13, 70A Stat. 624; Pub. L. 111–281, 
title II, § 224(c)(3), Oct. 15, 2010, 124 Stat. 2922; re-
numbered § 2742, Pub. L. 115–282, title I, § 116(b), 
Dec. 4, 2018, 132 Stat. 4226.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

This section makes honorable service subsequent to 

the act for which award is made, a condition precedent 

to granting the award. The Navy has the same statu-

tory condition (see title 34, U.S.C., 1946 ed., § 362). 81st 

Congress, House Report No. 557. 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Pub. L. 115–282 renumbered section 497 of this 

title as this section. 

2010—Pub. L. 111–281 substituted ‘‘Coast Guard cross, 

distinguished service medal, silver star medal, distin-

guished flying cross,’’ for ‘‘distinguished service medal, 

distinguished flying cross,’’. 

1956—Act Aug. 10, 1956, included the distinguished fly-

ing cross. 

§ 2743. Posthumous awards 

In case an individual who distinguishes him-
self dies before the making of any award to 
which he may be entitled, as authorized in this 
chapter, the award may be made and presented 
within five years from the date of the act or 
service justifying the award to such next of kin 
as may have been designated by the individual, 

or in the absence of such designation, or if the 
designated person is not alive at the time of the 
award, or the relationship between such person 
and the serviceman shall have been terminated 
before his death, then to such representative as 
the President designates. In the event of a post-
humous award when the award will be made to 
the parents of the deceased and the parents have 
been divorced or separated, a duplicate award 
may be made to each parent. 

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 536, § 498; renum-
bered § 2743, Pub. L. 115–282, title I, § 116(b), Dec. 
4, 2018, 132 Stat. 4226.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

This section sets forth the conditions under which 

posthumous awards can be made. It is substantially the 

same as conditions for the Navy, but has the added pro-

vision for duplicate awards in case the parents are di-

vorced or separated (see title 34, U.S.C., 1946 ed., § 363). 

81st Congress, House Report No. 557. 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Pub. L. 115–282 renumbered section 498 of this 

title as this section. 

§ 2744. Life-saving medals 

(a) The Secretary may, under regulations pre-
scribed by him, award a Life-saving medal of 
gold or silver to any person, including personnel 
of the Coast Guard, who rescues or endeavors to 
rescue any other person from drowning, ship-
wreck, or other peril of the water in accordance 
with the following provisions: 

(1) if such rescue or attempted rescue is 
made at the risk of one’s own life and evi-
dences extreme and heroic daring, the medal 
shall be of gold; 

(2) if such rescue or attempted rescue is not 
sufficiently distinguished to deserve the medal 
of gold, but evidences the exercise of such sig-
nal exertion as to merit recognition, the 
medal shall be of silver. 

(b) In order for a person to be eligible for the 
Life-saving Medals the rescue or attempted res-
cue must take place in waters within the United 
States or subject to the jurisdiction thereof, or 
if the rescue or attempted rescue takes place 
outside such waters, one or the other of the par-
ties must be a citizen of the United States or 
from a vessel or aircraft owned or operated by 
citizens of the United States. 

(c) No person shall receive more than one gold 
medal and one silver medal; but any person who 
has received or may hereafter receive a gold or 
silver medal and who again performs an act 
which would entitle him to receive another 
medal of the same class may be awarded, in lieu 
of a second medal of the same class, a gold or 
silver bar, as the case may be, to be worn with 
the medal already bestowed, and for every such 
additional act, an additional bar may be award-
ed. Medals and bars in lieu thereof, authorized 
by this subsection, may be awarded post-
humously. 

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 536, § 500; Pub. L. 
94–546, § 1(31), Oct. 18, 1976, 90 Stat. 2521; renum-
bered § 2744, Pub. L. 115–282, title I, § 116(b), Dec. 
4, 2018, 132 Stat. 4226.) 
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