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terly financial reporting requirements under subsec. (b) 

of this section, prohibiting Commissioners and officers 

and employees of the Commission from publishing or 

disclosing information whereby line-of-business data 

furnished by particular establishments or individuals 

can be identified, and, with certain exceptions, making 

this section inapplicable to the business of insurance. 

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 96–252, § 3(a), substituted ‘‘as are’’ 

for ‘‘, except trade secrets and names of customers, as 

it shall deem expedient’’ and inserted proviso restrict-

ing Commission’s authority to make public trade se-

crets or commercial or financial information which is 

obtained from any person and which is privileged or 

confidential. 

1979—Pub. L. 96–37, § 1(b)(3), in proviso following sub-

sec. (h), inserted references to savings and loan institu-

tions and to persons, partnerships, corporations, groups 

of persons, partnerships, or corporations or industries 

that are not engaged or are engaged only incidentally 

in business as savings and loan institutions. 

Subsecs. (a), (b). Pub. L. 96–37, § 1(b)(1), (2), inserted 

reference to savings and loan institutions described in 

section 57a(f)(3) of this title. 

1975—Pub. L. 93–637, § 203(a)(3), in proviso following 

subsec. (h), substituted ‘‘any person, partnership, or 

corporation to the extent that such action is necessary 

to the investigation of any person, partnership, or cor-

poration, group of persons, partnerships, or corpora-

tions,’’ for ‘‘any such corporation to the extent that 

such action is necessary to the investigation of any 

corporation, group of corporations,’’. 

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 93–637, §§ 201(b), 203(a)(1), sub-

stituted ‘‘in or whose business affects commerce’’ for 

‘‘in commerce’’, ‘‘person, partnership, or corporation’’ 

for ‘‘corporation’’, and ‘‘persons, partnerships, and cor-

porations’’ for ‘‘corporations and to individuals, asso-

ciations, and partnerships’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 93–637, §§ 201(b), 203(a)(2), sub-

stituted ‘‘in or whose business affects commerce’’ for 

‘‘in commerce’’, ‘‘special orders, persons, partnerships, 

and corporations, engaged in or whose business affects 

commerce, excepting’’ for ‘‘special orders, corporations 

engaged in or whose business affects commerce, except-

ing’’, and ‘‘respective persons, partnerships, and cor-

porations’’ for ‘‘respective corporations’’. 

Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 93–637, § 202(b), inserted ‘‘(except 

as provided in section 57a(a)(2) of this title)’’ before ‘‘to 

make rules and regulations’’. 

1973—Pub. L. 93–153 inserted proviso following subsec. 

(h) that the Commission’s investigatory powers to 

gather and compile information, investigate, and re-

quire reports or answers is not curtailed as regards 

banks and common carriers when the investigation in 

question is an investigation of a corporation, group of 

corporations, or industry not engaged or engaged only 

incidentally in banking or in business as a common 

carrier subject to the Act to regulate commerce not-

withstanding provisions excepting banks and common 

carriers subject to the Act from the exercise of the 

Commission’s power to investigate and require reports 

from corporations. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Energy and Commerce of House of 

Representatives treated as referring to Committee on 

Commerce of House of Representatives by section 1(a) 

of Pub. L. 104–14, set out as a note preceding section 21 

of Title 2, The Congress. Committee on Commerce of 

House of Representatives changed to Committee on En-

ergy and Commerce of House of Representatives, and 

jurisdiction over matters relating to securities and ex-

changes and insurance generally transferred to Com-

mittee on Financial Services of House of Representa-

tives by House Resolution No. 5, One Hundred Seventh 

Congress, Jan. 3, 2001. 

TERMINATION DATE OF 2006 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by section 4(a), (b), (d) of Pub. L. 109–455 

repealed effective Sept. 30, 2020, and provisions amend-

ed by Pub. L. 109–455 to be amended to read as if Pub. 

L. 109–455 had not been enacted, see section 13 of Pub. 

L. 109–455, set out as a note under section 44 of this 

title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1980 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 96–252 effective May 28, 1980, 

see section 23 of Pub. L. 96–252, set out as a note under 

section 45 of this title. 

APPLICABILITY OF 1975 AMENDMENT TO SUBSECTION (g) 

OF THIS SECTION 

For applicability to rules promulgated or proposed 

under subsec. (g) of this section prior to Jan. 4, 1975, of 

amendment made to said subsec. (g) by section 202(b) of 

Act Jan. 4, 1975, see ‘‘Applicability’’ provisions of sec-

tion 202(c) of Act Jan. 4, 1975, set out as a note under 

section 57a of this title. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions of Federal Trade Commis-

sion, with certain exceptions, to Chairman of such 

Commission, see Reorg. Plan No. 8 of 1950, § 1, eff. May 

24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3175, 64 Stat. 1264, set out under section 

41 of this title. 

STUDY AND EVALUATION OF EFFECTIVENESS OF STATE 

POLICIES AND PROGRAMS RELATING TO REGULATION 

OF CERTAIN HEALTH INSURANCE POLICIES 

Pub. L. 96–252, § 5(b), May 28, 1980, 94 Stat. 376, pro-

vided that: ‘‘The amendment made in subsection (a) 

[adding undesignated paragraph authorizing studies 

and reports relating to the business of insurance] shall 

not be construed to prohibit the Federal Trade Com-

mission from participating with the Secretary of 

Health and Human Services in a comprehensive study 

and evaluation of the comparative effectiveness of var-

ious State policies and programs relating to the regula-

tion of health insurance policies available for purchase 

by individuals who are eligible for benefits under the 

program of health insurance benefits established in 

title XVIII of the Social Security Act [42 U.S.C. 1395 et 

seq.].’’ 

EX. ORD. NO. 10544. INSPECTION OF INCOME TAX RETURNS 

BY FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION 

Ex. Ord. No. 10544, July 12, 1954, 19 F.R. 4289, provided: 
By virtue of the authority vested in me by section 

55(a) of the Internal Revenue Code (53 Stat. 29; 54 Stat. 

1008; 55 Stat. 722) and in the interest of the internal 

management of the Government, it is hereby ordered 

that corporation income tax returns made for the year 

1953 and subsequent years shall be open to inspection 

by the Federal Trade Commission as an aid in execut-

ing the powers conferred upon such Commission by the 

Federal Trade Commission Act of September 26, 1914, 38 

Stat. 717, [this subchapter], such inspection to be in ac-

cordance and upon compliance with the rules and regu-

lations prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury in 

the Treasury decision relating to the inspection of re-

turns by the Federal Trade Commission, approved by 

me this date [T.D. 6080, 19 F.R. 4308]. 
This Executive Order shall be effective upon its filing 

for publication in the Federal Register. 

DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER. 

§ 46a. Concurrent resolution essential to author-
ize investigations 

After June 16, 1933, no new investigations shall 
be initiated by the Commission as the result of 
a legislative resolution, except the same be a 
concurrent resolution of the two Houses of Con-
gress. 

(June 16, 1933, ch. 101, § 1, 48 Stat. 291.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was not enacted as part of the Federal Trade 

Commission Act which comprises this subchapter. 
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TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions of Federal Trade Commis-

sion, with certain exceptions, to Chairman of such 

Commission, see Reorg. Plan No. 8 of 1950, § 1, eff. May 

24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3175, 64 Stat. 1264, set out under section 

41 of this title. 

§ 47. Reference of suits under antitrust statutes 
to Commission 

In any suit in equity brought by or under the 
direction of the Attorney General as provided in 
the antitrust Acts, the court may, upon the con-
clusion of the testimony therein, if it shall be 
then of opinion that the complainant is entitled 
to relief, refer said suit to the Commission, as a 
master in chancery, to ascertain and report an 
appropriate form of decree therein. The Commis-
sion shall proceed upon such notice to the par-
ties and under such rules of procedure as the 
court may prescribe, and upon the coming in of 
such report such exceptions may be filed and 
such proceedings had in relation thereto as upon 
the report of a master in other equity causes, 
but the court may adopt or reject such report, in 
whole or in part, and enter such decree as the 
nature of the case may in its judgment require. 

(Sept. 26, 1914, ch. 311, § 7, 38 Stat. 722.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The words ‘‘In any suit in equity brought by or under 

the direction of the Attorney General as provided in 

the antitrust Acts’’ have reference to actions under 

sections 4, 9, and 25 of this title. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions of Federal Trade Commis-

sion, with certain exceptions, to Chairman of such 

Commission, see Reorg. Plan No. 8 of 1950, § 1, eff. May 

24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3175, 64 Stat. 1264, set out under section 

41 of this title. 

§ 48. Information and assistance from depart-
ments 

The several departments and bureaus of the 
Government when directed by the President 
shall furnish the Commission, upon its request, 
all records, papers, and information in their pos-
session relating to any corporation subject to 
any of the provisions of this subchapter, and 
shall detail from time to time such officials and 
employees to the Commission as he may direct. 

(Sept. 26, 1914, ch. 311, § 8, 38 Stat. 722.) 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions of Federal Trade Commis-

sion, with certain exceptions, to Chairman of such 

Commission, see Reorg. Plan No. 8 of 1950, § 1, eff. May 

24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3175, 64 Stat. 1264, set out under section 

41 of this title. 

§ 49. Documentary evidence; depositions; wit-
nesses 

For the purposes of this subchapter the Com-
mission, or its duly authorized agent or agents, 
shall at all reasonable times have access to, for 
the purpose of examination, and the right to 
copy any documentary evidence of any person, 
partnership, or corporation being investigated 
or proceeded against; and the Commission shall 
have power to require by subpoena the attend-
ance and testimony of witnesses and the produc-

tion of all such documentary evidence relating 
to any matter under investigation. Any member 
of the Commission may sign subpoenas, and 
members and examiners of the Commission may 
administer oaths and affirmations, examine wit-
nesses, and receive evidence. 

Such attendance of witnesses, and the produc-
tion of such documentary evidence, may be re-
quired from any place in the United States, at 
any designated place of hearing. And in case of 
disobedience to a subpoena the Commission may 
invoke the aid of any court of the United States 
in requiring the attendance and testimony of 
witnesses and the production of documentary 
evidence. 

Any of the district courts of the United States 
within the jurisdiction of which such inquiry is 
carried on may, in case of contumacy or refusal 
to obey a subpoena issued to any person, part-
nership, or corporation issue an order requiring 
such person, partnership, or corporation to ap-
pear before the Commission, or to produce docu-
mentary evidence if so ordered, or to give evi-
dence touching the matter in question; and any 
failure to obey such order of the court may be 
punished by such court as a contempt thereof. 

Upon the application of the Attorney General 
of the United States, at the request of the Com-
mission, the district courts of the United States 
shall have jurisdiction to issue writs of manda-
mus commanding any person, partnership, or 
corporation to comply with the provisions of 
this subchapter or any order of the Commission 
made in pursuance thereof. 

The Commission may order testimony to be 
taken by deposition in any proceeding or inves-
tigation pending under this subchapter at any 
stage of such proceeding or investigation. Such 
depositions may be taken before any person des-
ignated by the commission and having power to 
administer oaths. Such testimony shall be re-
duced to writing by the person taking the depo-
sition, or under his direction, and shall then be 
subscribed by the deponent. Any person may be 
compelled to appear and depose and to produce 
documentary evidence in the same manner as 
witnesses may be compelled to appear and tes-
tify and produce documentary evidence before 
the Commission as hereinbefore provided. 

Witnesses summoned before the Commission 
shall be paid the same fees and mileage that are 
paid witnesses in the courts of the United States 
and witnesses whose depositions are taken and 
the persons taking the same shall severally be 
entitled to the same fees as are paid for like 
services in the courts of the United States. 

(Sept. 26, 1914, ch. 311, § 9, 38 Stat. 722; Pub. L. 
91–452, title II, § 211, Oct. 15, 1970, 84 Stat. 929; 
Pub. L. 93–637, title II, § 203(b), Jan. 4, 1975, 88 
Stat. 2198.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1975—First par. Pub. L. 93–637, § 203(b)(1), substituted 

‘‘person, partnership, or corporation’’ for ‘‘corpora-

tion’’. 
Third par. Pub. L. 93–637, § 203(b)(2), substituted ‘‘per-

son, partnership, or corporation’’ for ‘‘corporation or 

other person’’ wherever appearing. 
Fourth par. Pub. L. 93–637, § 203(b)(3), substituted 

‘‘person, partnership, or corporation’’ for ‘‘person or 

corporation’’. 
1970—Seventh par. Pub. L. 91–452 struck out provi-

sions which granted immunity from prosecution for 


		Superintendent of Documents
	2021-04-09T09:20:51-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




