§ 78z

such Commission, see Reorg. Plan No. 10 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3175, 64 Stat. 1265, set out under
section 78d of this title.

§ 78z. Unlawful representations

No action or failure to act by the Commission
or the Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System, in the administration of this
chapter shall be construed to mean that the par-
ticular authority has in any way passed upon
the merits of, or given approval to, any security
or any transaction or transactions therein, nor
shall such action or failure to act with regard to
any statement or report filed with or examined
by such authority pursuant to this chapter or
rules and regulations thereunder, be deemed a
finding by such authority that such statement
or report is true and accurate on its face or that
it is not false or misleading. It shall be unlawful
to make, or cause to be made, to any prospec-
tive purchaser or seller of a security any rep-
resentation that any such action or failure to
act by any such authority is to be so construed
or has such effect.

(June 6, 1934, ch. 404, title I, §26, 48 Stat. 902;
Pub. L. 105-353, title III, §301(b)(5), Nov. 3, 1998,
112 Stat. 3236.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original
“this title”’. See References in Text note set out under
section 78a of this title.

AMENDMENTS

1998—Pub. L. 105-353 substituted ‘‘Board of Governors
of the Federal Reserve System’ for ‘‘Federal Reserve
Board”.

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of Securities and Exchange
Commission, with certain exceptions, to Chairman of
such Commission, see Reorg. Plan No. 10 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3175, 64 Stat. 1265, set out under
section 78d of this title.

§ 78aa. Jurisdiction of offenses and suits
(a) In general

The district courts of the United States and
the United States courts of any Territory or
other place subject to the jurisdiction of the
United States shall have exclusive jurisdiction
of violations of this chapter or the rules and reg-
ulations thereunder, and of all suits in equity
and actions at law brought to enforce any liabil-
ity or duty created by this chapter or the rules
and regulations thereunder. Any criminal pro-
ceeding may be brought in the district wherein
any act or transaction constituting the viola-
tion occurred. Any suit or action to enforce any
liability or duty created by this chapter or rules
and regulations thereunder, or to enjoin any
violation of such chapter or rules and regula-
tions, may be brought in any such district or in
the district wherein the defendant is found or is
an inhabitant or transacts business, and process
in such cases may be served in any other district
of which the defendant is an inhabitant or wher-
ever the defendant may be found. In any action
or proceeding instituted by the Commission
under this chapter in a United States district
court for any judicial district, a subpoena issued
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to compel the attendance of a witness or the
production of documents or tangible things (or
both) at a hearing or trial may be served at any
place within the TUnited States. Rule
45(c)(3)(A)(ii) of the Federal Rules of Civil Proce-
dure shall not apply to a subpoena issued under
the preceding sentence. Judgments and decrees
so rendered shall be subject to review as pro-
vided in sections 1254, 1291, 1292, and 1294 of title
28. No costs shall be assessed for or against the
Commission in any proceeding under this chap-
ter brought by or against it in the Supreme
Court or such other courts.

(b) Extraterritorial jurisdiction

The district courts of the United States and
the United States courts of any Territory shall
have jurisdiction of an action or proceeding
brought or instituted by the Commission or the
United States alleging a violation of the anti-
fraud provisions of this chapter involving—

(1) conduct within the United States that
constitutes significant steps in furtherance of
the violation, even if the securities trans-
action occurs outside the United States and
involves only foreign investors; or

(2) conduct occurring outside the United
States that has a foreseeable substantial ef-
fect within the United States.

(June 6, 1934, ch. 404, title I, §27, 48 Stat. 902;
June 25, 1936, ch. 804, 49 Stat. 1921; June 25, 1948,
ch. 646, §32(b), 62 Stat. 991; May 24, 1949, ch. 139,
§127, 63 Stat. 107; Pub. L. 100-181, title III, §326,
Dec. 4, 1987, 101 Stat. 1259; Pub. L. 111-203, title
IX, §§929E(b), 929P(b)(2), July 21, 2010, 124 Stat.
1853, 1865.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original
“this title”. See References in Text note set out under
section 78a of this title.

The Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, referred to in
subsec. (a), are set out in the Appendix to Title 28, Ju-
diciary and Judicial Procedure.

CODIFICATION

As originally enacted section contained references to
the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia. Act
June 25, 1936, substituted ‘‘the district court of the
United States for the District of Columbia’ for ‘‘the
Supreme Court of the District of Columbia’, and act
June 25, 1948, as amended by act May 24, 1949, sub-
stituted ““United States District Court for the District
of Columbia’ for ‘‘district court of the United States
for the District of Columbia’. Pub. L. 100-181 struck
out reference to the United States District Court for
the District of Columbia. Previously, such words had
been editorially eliminated as superfluous in view of
section 132(a) of Title 28, Judiciary and Judicial Proce-
dure, which provides that ‘‘There shall be in each judi-
cial district a district court which shall be a court of
record known as the United States District Court for
the district’’, and section 88 of Title 28 which provides
that ‘‘the District of Columbia constitutes one judicial
district”.

AMENDMENTS

2010—Pub. L. 111-203, §929P(b)(2), designated existing
provisions as subsec. (a), inserted heading, and added
subsec. (b).

Pub. L. 111-203, §929K(b), inserted ‘‘In any action or
proceeding instituted by the Commission under this
chapter in a United States district court for any judi-
cial district, a subpoena issued to compel the attend-
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