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AMENDMENTS

1954—Act Aug. 20, 1954, amended section generally, es-
tablishing a General Counsel in the Department of
Commerce and a rate of compensation. See Codification
note above.

1952—Act July 17, 1952, redesignated Solicitor as Gen-
eral Counsel and provided that ‘‘all laws and orders re-
lating or referring to the Solicitor shall be deemed to
relate or refer to the General Counsel”.

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of Commerce, with certain
exceptions, to Secretary of Commerce, with power to
delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 5 of 1950, §§1, 2, eff. May
24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1263, set out as a note
under section 1501 of this title.

ORDER OF SUCCESSION

For order of succession during any period when both
Secretary and Deputy Secretary of Commerce are un-
able to perform functions and duties of office of Sec-
retary, see Ex. Ord. No. 13242, Dec. 18, 2001, 66 F.R. 66260,
listed in a table under section 3345 of Title 5, Govern-
ment Organization and Employees.

§1509. Designation of officer to sign routine pa-
pers

The Secretary may designate an officer of the
Department to sign minor routine official pa-
pers and documents during the temporary ab-
sence of the Secretary, the Under Secretary, and
the Assistant Secretaries of the Department.

(May 21, 1945, ch. 129, title III, §301, 59 Stat. 188;
July 15, 1947, ch. 251, 61 Stat. 326.)

CODIFICATION

Assistant Secretary changed to Assistant Secretaries
by act July 15, 1947, which provided for an additional
Assistant Secretary. See section 1505 of this title.

Section was formerly classified to section 593a of
Title 5 prior to the general revision and enactment of
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees, by
Pub. L. 89-554, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378.

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of Commerce, with certain
exceptions, to Secretary of Commerce, with power to
delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 5 of 1950, §§1, 2, eff. May
24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1263, set out as a note
under section 1501 of this title.

§1510. Clerical assistants

There shall also be such clerical assistants as
may from time to time be authorized by the
Congress.

(Feb. 14, 1903, ch. 552, §2, 32 Stat. 826; July 16,
1952, ch. 878, §2, 66 Stat. 710.)

CODIFICATION

Section was formerly classified to section 594 of Title
5 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title
5, Government Organization and Employees, by Pub. L.
89-554, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378.

AMENDMENTS

1952—Act July 16, 1952, provided for clerical assistants
instead of a disbursing clerk.

DISBURSEMENT CLERK

Section, act Feb. 14, 1903, ch. 552, §2, 32 Stat. 826, pro-
vided for a disbursing clerk in the Department of Com-
merce.
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TRANSFER OF DISBURSEMENT AGENCIES

Division of Disbursement and certain other offices
and agencies and their functions consolidated into Fis-
cal Service of Department of the Treasury by Reorg.
Plan No. IIT of 1940, §1(a)(1), eff. June 30, 1940, 5 F.R.
2107, 54 Stat. 1231, set out in the Appendix to Title 5,
Government Organization and Employees. See section
306 of Title 31, Money and Finance.

§1511. Bureaus in Department

The following named bureaus, administra-
tions, services, offices, and programs of the pub-
lic service, and all that pertains thereto, shall
be under the jurisdiction and subject to the con-
trol of the Secretary of Commerce:

(1) National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration;

(2) United States Travel and Tourism Ad-
ministration;

(3) National Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology;

(4) United States Patent and Trademark Of-
ficel

(5) Bureau of the Census; and

(6) such other bureaus or other organiza-
tional units as the Secretary of Commerce
may from time to time establish in accordance
with law.

(Feb. 14, 1903, ch. 552, §§4, 12, 32 Stat. 826, 830;
June 17, 1910, ch. 301, §4, 36 Stat. 537; Aug. 23,
1912, ch. 350, §1, 37 Stat. 407; Mar. 4, 1913, ch. 141,
§3, 37 Stat. 737; Jan. 5, 1923, ch. 23, §1, 42 Stat.
1109; June 30, 1932, ch. 314, pt. II, title V, §501, 47
Stat. 415; Feb. 22, 1934, Ex. Ord. 6611; May 27,
1936, ch. 463, §1, 49 Stat. 1380; 1939 Reorg. Plan
No. II, §§2(a), 4(e), 6, eff. July 1, 1936, 4 F.R. 2731,
53 Stat. 1432; 1940 Reorg. Plan No. IV, §§7, 8, eff.
June 30, 1940, 5 F.R. 2422, 54 Stat. 1235, 1236; 1946
Reorg. Plan No. 3, §§101-104, eff. July 16, 1946, 11
F.R. 7875, 60 Stat. 1097; June 30, 1949, ch. 288,
title I, §103(a), 63 Stat. 380; Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393,
§20, 63 Stat. 561; 1949 Reorg. Plan No. 7, §1, eff.
Aug. 19, 1949, 14 F.R. 5228, 63 Stat. 1070; 1950
Reorg. Plan No. 21, §§101, 106, 201, 15 F.R. 3178, 64
Stat. 1273; Pub. L. 93-498, §23, Oct. 29, 1974, 88
Stat. 1549; Pub. L. 93-596, §3, Jan. 2, 1975, 88 Stat.
1949; Pub. L. 95-422, §2(c), Oct. 5, 1978, 92 Stat.
932; Pub. L. 97-31, §12(6), Aug. 6, 1981, 95 Stat. 154;
Pub. L. 97-63, §4(a)(1), Oct. 16, 1981, 95 Stat. 1014;
Pub. L. 100-418, title V, §5115(c), Aug. 23, 1988, 102
Stat. 1433; Pub. L. 106-113, div. B, §1000(a)(9)
[title IV, §4732(b)(6)], Nov. 29, 1999, 113 Stat. 1536,
1501A-583; Pub. L. 106-503, title I, §110(b), Nov. 13,
2000, 114 Stat. 2302.)

CODIFICATION

Section was formerly classified to section 597 of Title
5 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title
5, Government Organization and Employees, by Pub. L.
89-554, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378.

Section was originally based on part of section 4 of
act Feb. 14, 1903, which provided an initial list of offices
and bureaus to be transferred to the Department of
Commerce and Labor, and section 12 of the act, which
authorized the President to transfer certain additional
offices and bureaus to the Department. Section 12 of
the act was amended generally by section 23 of Pub. L.
93-498, and the text enacted by that general amend-
ment, along with subsequent amendments, now serves
as the text of this section. See Amendment notes

180 in original. Probably should be followed by a semicolon.
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below. Section 12 of the 1903 act as originally enacted
is set out as section 1517 of this title, and the rest of
section 4 of the act is classified to sections 1515 and 1516
of this title. Explanation of laws cited as credits to this
section prior to Pub. L. 93-498 can be found in various
notes below.

AMENDMENTS

2000—Pars. (6), (7). Pub. L. 106-503 redesignated par.
(7) as (6) and struck out former par. (6) which read as
follows: ‘“United States Fire Administration; and’.

1999—Pub. L. 106-113 redesignated pars. (a) to (g) as (1)
to (7), respectively, realigned margins, and in par. (4)
substituted ‘‘United States Patent and Trademark Of-
fice” for ‘‘Patent and Trademark Office;”.

1988—Par. (c). Pub. L. 100-418 substituted ‘‘National
Institute of Standards and Technology’ for ‘‘National
Bureau of Standards”.

1981—Pars. (¢) to (g). Pub. L. 97-31 redesignated pars.
(d) to (h) as (c) to (g), respectively, and struck out
former par. (¢c) which read as follows: ‘“‘Maritime Ad-
ministration;”.

1978—Par. (g). Pub. L. 95422 substituted ‘‘United
States Fire Administration’ for ‘‘National Fire Pre-
vention and Control Administration”.

1974—Pub. L. 93-498 amended section generally, sub-
stituting reference to Secretary of Commerce for De-
partment of Commerce and substituting references to
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration,
United States Travel Service, Maritime Administra-
tion, National Bureau of Standards, Patent Office, Bu-
reau of the Census, National Fire Prevention and Con-
trol Administration and such other bureaus or other or-
ganizational units as the Secretary of Commerce may
from time to time establish in accordance with law, for
references to The Bureau of Foreign and Domestic
Commerce, The Bureau of Public Roads, The Civil
Aeronautics Authority, The Census Office, The Coast
and Geodetic Survey, The Federal Maritime Board, The
Inland Waterways Corporation, The Maritime Adminis-
tration, The National Bureau of Standards, The Patent
Office, and The Weather Bureau.

CHANGE OF NAME

‘“United States Travel and Tourism Administration”
substituted for ‘“United States Travel Service” in par.
(b) [now par. (2)], pursuant to section 4(a)(1) of Pub. L.
97-63, which established United States Travel and Tour-
ism Administration in place of United States Travel
Service, effective Oct. 1, 1981. See section 2124 of Title
22, Foreign Relations and Intercourse.

“Patent and Trademark Office’’ substituted for ‘“‘Pat-
ent Office”’, in par. (d) [now par. (4)] pursuant to section
3 of Pub. L. 93-596, set out as a note under section 1 of
Title 35, Patents. ‘“‘Patent and Trademark Office” sub-
sequently amended to read ‘‘United States Patent and
Trademark Office’ by Pub. L. 106-113. See 1999 Amend-
ment note above.

In order to implement the provisions of Reorganiza-
tion Plan No. 4 of 1970, eff. Oct. 3, 1970, 35 F.R. 15627, 84
Stat. 2090, as amended, set out below, the following or-
ganizational names appearing in chapter IX of subtitle
B of Title 15, Code of Federal Regulations, which covers
the administration of the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration, were changed by order of the
Acting Associate Administrator, 35 F.R. 19249, Dec. 19,
1970, as follows: Environmental Science Services Ad-
ministration to National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration (ESSA to NOAA); Coast and Geodetic Sur-
vey to National Ocean Survey; and Weather Bureau to
National Weather Service.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1999 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 106-113 effective 4 months
after Nov. 29, 1999, see section 1000(a)(9) [title IV, §4731]
of Pub. L. 106-113, set out as a note under section 1 of
Title 35, Patents.
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REPEALS

Act June 17, 1910, ch. 301, §4, 36 Stat. 537, cited as a
credit to this section, was repealed by act Aug. 4, 1949,
ch. 393, §20, 63 Stat. 561.

Act June 30, 1932, ch. 314, pt. II, title V, §501, 47 Stat.
415, cited as a credit to this section, was repealed by
Pub. L. 89-554, §8(a), Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 648 and Pub.
L. 97-258, §5(b), Sept. 13, 1982, 96 Stat. 1068, 1074.

Act May 27, 1936, ch. 463, §1, 49 Stat. 1380, cited as a
credit to this section, was repealed by Pub. L. 89-554,
§8(a), Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 649.

ORGANIZATIONAL HISTORY AND TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of certain functions, personnel, assets,
and liabilities of the Department of Commerce, includ-
ing the functions of the Secretary of Commerce relat-
ing thereto, to the Secretary of Homeland Security,
and for treatment of related references, see former sec-
tion 313(2) and sections 121(g)(3), 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of
Title 6, Domestic Security, and the Department of
Homeland Security Reorganization Plan of November
25, 2002, as modified, set out as a note under section 542
of Title 6.

Functions of Secretary of Commerce, Department of
Commerce, and officers and components of Department
of Commerce as they related to or were utilized by Of-
fice of Energy Programs within Department of Com-
merce, but limited to industrial energy conservation
programs, transferred to, and vested in, Secretary of
Energy as part of creation of Department of Energy by
Pub. L. 9591, Aug. 4, 1977, 91 Stat. 565. See section 7157
of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare.

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of Commerce, with certain
exceptions, to Secretary of Commerce, with power to
delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 5 of 1950, §§1, 2, eff. May
24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1263, set out as a note
under section 1501 of this title.

Public Roads Administration, which was redesignated
Bureau of Public Roads and, with its functions, trans-
ferred from Federal Works Agency to General Services
Administration by section 103(a) of act June 30, 1949
(see Historical and Revision Notes and 2006 Amendment
note under section 303 of Title 40, Public Buildings,
Property, and Works), was subsequently transferred to
Department of Commerce, and then to Department of
Transportation, by Reorg. Plan No. 7 of 1949, as amend-
ed, which is set out in the Appendix to Title 5, Govern-
ment Organization and Employees.

Federal Maritime Board was created as an agency
within Department of Commerce by Reorg. Plan No. 21
of 1950, §§101, 106, set out in the Appendix to Title 5, and
sections 103 to 105 of the Plan transferred to Board and
its chairman certain functions of former United States
Maritime Commission and chairman thereof. Section
307 of the Plan provided that functions transferred to
Federal Maritime Board and its chairman should not be
subject to the provisions of Reorg. Plan No. 5 of 1950,
also eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1263, set out
in note under section 1501 of this title, which, with a
few additional exceptions, transferred functions of all
officers, agencies, and employees of Department of
Commerce to Secretary of Commerce, and authorized
him to delegate any functions so transferred, or any of
his other functions, to any of such officers, agencies
and employees. Section 304 of Reorg. Plan No. 7 of 1961,
eff. Aug. 12, 1961, 26 F.R. 7315, 756 Stat. 840, set out in the
Appendix to Title 5, abolished Federal Maritime Board,
including offices of members of Board. Functions of
Board transferred either to Federal Maritime Commis-
sion, which was established as an independent body, or
to Secretary of Commerce by sections 103 and 202 of
Reorg. Plan No. 7 of 1961.

Maritime Administration, with a Maritime Adminis-
trator at its head, was established in Department of
Commerce by Reorg. Plan No. 21 of 1950, §201, set out
in the Appendix to Title 5, and section 204 of the Plan
transferred certain functions of former United States
Maritime Commission and its Chairman to Secretary of
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Commerce, with power vested in Secretary to authorize
their performance by Administrator. Section 307 of the
Plan provided that functions transferred to Secretary
by that Plan should not be subject to provisions of
Reorg. Plan No. 5 of 1950, also eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R.
3174, 64 Stat. 1263, set out in note under section 1501 of
this title, which, with a few additional exceptions,
transferred functions of all other officers, agencies, and
employees of Department of Commerce to Secretary of
Commerce, and authorized him to delegate any func-
tions so transferred, or any of his other functions, to
any of such officers, agencies, and employees.

Section 304 of Reorg. Plan No. 7 of 1961, eff. Aug. 12,
1961, 26 F.R. 7315, 75 Stat. 840, set out in the Appendix
to Title 5, abolished Federal Maritime Board, including
offices of members of Board. Functions of Board trans-
ferred either to Federal Maritime Commission, which
was established as an independent body, or to Sec-
retary of Commerce by sections 103 and 202 of Reorg.
Plan No. 7 of 1961.

Maritime Administration of Department of Com-
merce transferred to Department of Transportation,
and all related functions of Secretary and other officers
and offices of Department of Commerce transferred to
Department of Transportation and vested in Secretary
of Transportation, by Maritime Act of 1981, Pub. L.
97-31, Aug. 6, 1981, 95 Stat. 151, which was repealed in
part by Pub. L. 109-304, §19, Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1710.
See section 109 of Title 49, Transportation.

Community Relations Service transferred from De-
partment of Commerce to Department of Justice by
Reorg. Plan No. 1 of 1966, eff. Apr. 22, 1966, 31 F.R. 6187,
80 Stat. 1607, set out in the Appendix to Title 5.

Act Feb. 14, 1903, established the Department of Com-
merce and Labor. Act Mar. 4, 1913, renamed the Depart-
ment of Commerce and Labor as the Department of
Commerce and established the Department of Labor as
a separate entity. The following agencies which were
initially placed under the jurisdiction of the Depart-
ment of Commerce and Labor either directly by statute
or by presidential transfer were abolished or trans-
ferred as follows:

Office of United States Shipping Commissioner abol-
ished by Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1946, §§101 to 104, eff. July
16, 1946, which transferred functions to Commandant of
Coast Guard and Commissioner of Customs. See Appen-
dix to Title 5, Government Organization and Employ-
ees.

Bureau of Navigation and the Steamboat Inspection
Service consolidated into Bureau of Navigation and
Steamboat Inspection by act June 30, 1932, which name
was changed to Bureau of Marine Inspection and Navi-
gation by act May 27, 1936, cited to text. Bureau abol-
ished and functions transferred to Commandant of
Coast Guard and Commissioner of Customs by Reorg.
Plan No. 3 of 1946. See Appendix to Title 5.

Bureau of Fisheries transferred to Department of the
Interior by section 4(e) of Reorg. Plan No. II of 1939.
Reorg. Plan No. IT of 1939 is set out in the Appendix to
Title 5.

Bureau of Immigration changed to Bureau of Immi-
gration and Naturalization by act June 29, 1906, ch.
3592, §1, 34 Stat. 596. Commissioner General of Immigra-
tion, Commissioners of Immigration, and Bureau of Im-
migration and Naturalization, transferred to Depart-
ment of Labor by act Mar. 4, 1913. Subsequently, by Ex.
Ord. No. 6166, §14 of June 10, 1933, and Reorg. Plan No.
V of 1940, eff. June 14, 1940, 5 F.R. 2223, 54 Stat. 1238, Bu-
reau of Immigration and Bureau of Naturalization con-
solidated to form Immigration and Naturalization
Service and transferred to Department of Justice.

Light-House Board and Light-House Establishment
consolidated under Bureau of Lighthouses by act June
17, 1910, ch. 301, §4, 36 Stat. 537. Bureau of Lighthouses
transferred to Coast Guard in Department of the Treas-
ury by Reorg. Plan No. II of 1939, §2(a). Reorg. Plan No.
IT of 1939 is set out in the Appendix to Title 5. Said sec-
tion 4 of act June 17, 1910, was repealed by section 20 of
act Aug. 4, 1949, section 1 of which reestablished Coast
Guard by enacting Title 14, Coast Guard. Coast Guard
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transferred to Department of Transportation, and all
functions, powers, and duties relating to Coast Guard
of Secretary of the Treasury and of other officers and
offices of Department of the Treasury transferred to
Secretary of Transportation by Pub. L. 89-670, §6(b)(1),
Oct. 15, 1966, 80 Stat. 938. Section 6(b)(2) of Pub. L.
89-670, however, provided that notwithstanding such
transfer of functions, Coast Guard shall operate as part
of Navy in time of war or when President directs as
provided in former section 3 (now 103) of Title 14, Coast
Guard. See section 108 of Title 49, Transportation.

Bureau of Mines transferred from Department of the
Interior to Department of Commerce by Ex. Ord. No.
4239 of June 4, 1925, eff. July 1, 1925, as authorized by
section 12 of act Feb. 14, 1903 (see 15 U.S.C. 1517), and re-
transferred to Department of the Interior by Ex. Ord.
No. 6611, Feb. 24, 1934. For provisions relating to closure
and transfer of functions of the United States Bureau
of Mines, see note set out under section 1 of Title 30,
Mineral Liands and Mining.

The following agencies, which are or at one time have
been under the jurisdiction of the Department of Com-
merce, acquired their status in the manner indicated:

Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce resulted
from a consolidation of Bureau of Manufactures and
Bureau of Statistics by act Aug. 23, 1912.

Civil Aeronautics Authority [Civil Aeronautics
Board] transferred to Department of Commerce by sec-
tion 7 of Reorg. Plan No. IV of 1940, set out in the Ap-
pendix to Title 5. For transfer of functions of Civil
Aeronautics Board see section 1551 et seq. and section
1655(d) of former Title 49, Transportation.

Inland Waterways Corporation transferred to Depart-
ment of Commerce by section 6 of Reorg. Plan No. II of
1939. Reorg. Plan No. IT of 1939 is set out in the Appen-
dix of Title 5. Pub. L. 88-67, §2, July 19, 1963, 77 Stat. 81,
provided generally for liquidation of affairs of Inland
Waterways Corporation.

Patent Office transferred from Department of the In-
terior by Ex. Ord. No. 4175 of Mar. 17, 1925, eff. Apr. 1,
1925, as authorized by section 12 of act Feb. 14, 1903. See
section 1517 of this title.

Environmental Science Services Administration in
Department of Commerce, including offices of Adminis-
trator and Deputy Administrator thereof, abolished by
Reorg. Plan No. 4 of 1970, eff. Oct. 3, 1970, 35 F.R. 15627,
84 Stat. 2090, set out below, which created National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration in Depart-
ment of Commerce and transferred personnel, property,
records, and unexpended balances of funds of Environ-
mental Science Services Administration to such newly
created National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion. Components of Environmental Science Services
Administration thus transferred included Weather Bu-
reau, Coast and Geodetic Survey, Environmental Data
Service, National Environmental Satellite Center, and
ESSA Research Laboratories.

Weather Bureau transferred from Department of Ag-
riculture by section 8 of Reorg. Plan No. IV of 1940,
which is set out in the Appendix to Title 5. Coast and
Geodetic Survey and Weather Bureau consolidated to
form a new agency in Department of Commerce known
as Environmental Science Services Administration by
Reorg. Plan No. 2 of 1965, eff. July 13, 1965, 30 F.R. 8819,
79 Stat. 4443, set out in the Appendix to Title 5.

Functions, powers, and duties of Office of Audits and
Investigations and Inspections Staff and that portion of
office referred to as Office of Investigations and Secu-
rity which had responsibility for investigation of al-
leged criminal violations and program abuse in Depart-
ment of Commerce transferred to Office of Inspector
General in Department of Commerce, as established by
Pub. L. 95452, §2, Oct. 12, 1978, 92 Stat. 1101, set out in
the Appendix to Title 5, Government Organization and
Employees. See section 9(a)(1)(B) of Pub. L. 95452, set
out in the Appendix to Title 5.
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REORGANIZATION PLAN NO. 4 OF 1970

Eff. Oct. 3, 1970, 35 F.R. 15627, 84 Stat. 2090, as
amended Pub. L. 94461, §4(c)(1), Oct. 8, 1976, 90
Stat. 1969; Pub. L. 95-219, §3(a)(1), Dec. 28, 1977, 91
Stat. 1613; Pub. L. 98-498, title III, §320(c)(3), Oct.
19, 1984, 98 Stat. 2309; Pub. L. 99-659, title IV,
§407(d), Nov. 14, 1986, 100 Stat. 3739; Pub. L. 112-166,
§2(b)(1), Aug. 10, 2012, 126 Stat. 1283

Prepared by the President and transmitted to the Sen-
ate and the House of Representatives in Congress as-
sembled, July 9, 1970, pursuant to the provisions of
Chapter 9 of Title 5 of the United States Code.

NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC
ADMINISTRATION

SECTION 1. TRANSFERS TO SECRETARY OF COMMERCE

The following are hereby transferred to the Secretary
of Commerce:

(a) All functions vested by law in the Bureau of Com-
mercial Fisheries of the Department of the Interior or
in its head, together with all functions vested by law in
the Secretary of the Interior or the Department of the
Interior which are administered through that Bureau
or are primarily related to the Bureau, exclusive of
functions with respect to (1) Great Lakes fishery re-
search and activities related to the Great Lakes Fish-
eries Commission, (2) Missouri River Reservoir re-
search, (3) the Gulf Breeze Biological Laboratory of the
said Bureau at Gulf Breeze, Florida, and (4) Trans-Alas-
ka pipeline investigations.

(b) The functions vested in the Secretary of the Inte-
rior by the Act of September 22, 1959 (Public Law 86-359,
73 Stat. 642, 16 U.S.C. 760c [probably means 760e]-760g;
relating to migratory marine species of game fish).

(c) The functions vested by law in the Secretary of
the Interior, or in the Department of the Interior or in
any officer or instrumentality of that Department,
which are administered through the Marine Minerals
Technology Center of the Bureau of Mines.

(d) All functions vested in the National Science
Foundation by the National Sea Grant College and Pro-
gram Act of 1966 (80 Stat. 988), as amended (33 U.S.C.
1121 et seq.).

(e) Those functions vested in the Secretary of Defense
or in any officer, employee, or organizational entity of
the Department of Defense by the provision of Public
Law 91-144, 83 Stat. 326, under the heading ‘‘Operation
and maintenance, general” with respect to ‘‘surveys
and charting of northern and northwestern lakes and
connecting waters,” or by other law, which come under
the mission assigned as of July 1, 1969, to the United
States Army Engineer District, Lake Survey, Corps of
Engineers, Department of the Army and relate to (1)
the conduct of hydrographic surveys of the Great Lakes
and their outflow rivers, Lake Champlain, New York
State Barge Canals, and the Minnesota-Ontario border
lakes, and the compilation and publication of naviga-
tion charts, including recreational aspects, and the
Great Lakes Pilot for the benefit and use of the public,
(2) the conception, planning, and conduct of basic re-
search and development in the fields of water motion,
water characteristics, water quantity, and ice and
snow, and (3) the publication of data and the results of
research projects in forms useful to the Corps of Engi-
neers and the public, and the operation of a Regional
Data Center for the collection, coordination, analysis,
and the furnishing to interested agencies of data relat-
ing to water resources of the Great Lakes.

(f) So much of the functions of the transferor officers
and agencies referred to in or affected by the foregoing
provisions of this section as is incidental to or nec-
essary for the performance by or under the Secretary of
Commerce of the functions transferred by those provi-
sions or relates primarily to those functions. The
transfers to the Secretary of Commerce made by this
section shall be deemed to include the transfer of au-
thority, provided by law, to prescribe regulations relat-
ing primarily to the transferred functions.
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SEC. 2. ESTABLISHMENT OF ADMINISTRATION

(a) There is hereby established in the Department of
Commerce an agency which shall be known as the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, here-
inafter referred to as the ‘‘Administration.”

(b) There shall be at the head of the Administration
the Administrator of the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration, hereinafter referred to as the
‘“Administrator.”” The Administrator shall be appointed
by the President, by and with the advice and consent of
the Senate, and shall be compensated at the rate now
or hereafter provided for Level III of the Executive
Schedule Pay Rates (5 U.S.C. 5314).

(c) There shall be in the Administration a Deputy Ad-
ministrator of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration who shall be appointed by the Presi-
dent, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate,
and shall be compensated at the rate now or hereafter
provided for Level IV of the Executive Schedule Pay
Rates (b U.S.C. 5315). The Deputy Administrator shall
perform such functions as the Administrator shall from
time to time assign or delegate, and shall act as Ad-
ministrator during the absence or disability of the Ad-
ministrator or in the event of a vacancy in the office
of Administrator.

(d) There shall be in the Administration a Chief Sci-
entist of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration who shall be appointed by the President and
shall be compensated at the rate now or hereafter pro-
vided for Level V of the Executive Schedule Pay Rates
(5 U.S.C. 5316). The Chief Scientist shall be the prin-
cipal scientific adviser to the Administrator, and shall
perform such other duties as the Administrator may di-
rect. The Chief Scientist shall be an individual who is,
by reason of scientific education and experience,
knowledgeable in the principles of oceanic, atmos-
pheric, or other scientific disciplines important to the
work of the Administration. [As amended Pub. L.
94-461, §4(c)(1), Oct. 8, 1976, 90 Stat. 1969; Pub. L. 99-659,
title IV, §407(d), Nov. 14, 1986, 100 Stat. 3739; Pub. L.
112-166, §2(b)(1), Aug. 10, 2012, 126 Stat. 1283.]

(e)(1) There shall be in the Administration a General
Counsel and five Assistant Administrators, one of
whom shall be the Assistant Administrator for Coastal
Zone Management and one of whom shall be the Assist-
ant Administrator for Fisheries. The General Counsel
and each Assistant Administrator shall be appointed by
the Secretary, subject to approval of the President, and
shall be compensated at a rate now or hereafter pro-
vided for level V of the Executive Schedule Pay Rates
(6 U.S.C. 5316).

(2) The General Counsel shall serve as the chief legal
officer for all legal matters which may arise in connec-
tion with the conduct of the functions of the Adminis-
tration.

(3) The Assistant Administrator for Coastal Zone

Management shall be an individual who is, by reason of
background and experience, especially qualified to di-
rect the implementation and administration of the
Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. 1451 et
seq.).
(4) The Assistant Administrator for Fisheries shall be
responsible for all matters related to living marine re-
sources which may arise in connection with the con-
duct of the functions of the Administration. [As amend-
ed Pub. L. 95-219, §3(a)(1), Dec. 28, 1977, 91 Stat. 1613.]

(f) The President may appoint in the Administration,
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, two
commissioned officers to serve at any one time as the
designated heads of two principal constituent organiza-
tional entities of the Administration, or the President
may designate one such officer as the head of such an
organizational entity and the other as the head of the
commissioned corps of the Administration. Any such
designation shall create a vacancy on the active list
and the officer while serving under this subsection
shall have the rank, pay, and allowances of a rear ad-
miral (upper half).

(g) Any commissioned officer of the Administration
who has served under (d) or (f) and is retired while so
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serving or is retired after the completion of such serv-
ice while serving in a lower rank or grade, shall be re-
tired with the rank, pay, and allowances authorized by
law for the highest grade and rank held by him; but any
such officer, upon termination of his appointment in a
rank above that of captain, shall, unless appointed or
assigned to some other position for which a higher rank
or grade is provided, revert to the grade and number he
would have occupied had he not served in a rank above
that of captain and such officer shall be an extra num-
ber in that grade.

SEC. 3. PERFORMANCE OF TRANSFERRED FUNCTIONS

The provisions of sections 2 and 4 of Reorganization
Plan No. 5 of 1950 (64 Stat. 1263) shall be applicable to
the functions transferred hereunder to the Secretary of
Commerce.

SEC. 4. INCIDENTAL TRANSFERS

(a) So much of the personnel, property, records, and
unexpended balances of appropriations, allocations, and
other funds employed, used, held, available, or to be
made available in connection with the functions trans-
ferred to the Secretary of Commerce by this reorga-
nization plan as the Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget shall determine shall be transferred
to the Department of Commerce at such time or times
as the Director shall direct.

(b) Such further measures and dispositions as the Di-
rector of the Office of Management and Budget shall
deem to be necessary in order to effectuate the trans-
fers referred to in subsection (a) of this section shall be
carried out in such manner as he shall direct and by
such agencies as he shall designate.

(c) The personnel, property, records, and unexpended
balances of appropriations, allocations, and other funds
of the Environmental Science Services Administration
shall become personnel, property, records, and unex-
pended balances of the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration or of such other organizational
entity or entities of the Department of Commerce as
the Secretary of Commerce shall determine.

(d) The Commissioned Officer Corps of the Environ-
mental Science Services Administration shall become
the Commissioned Officer Corps of the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration. Members of the
Corps, including those appointed hereafter, shall be en-
titled to all rights, privileges, and benefits heretofore
available under any law to commissioned officers of the
Environmental Science Services Administration, in-
cluding those rights, privileges, and benefits heretofore
accorded by law to commissioned officers of the former
Coast and Geodetic Survey.

(e) Any personnel, property, records, and unexpended
balances of appropriations, allocations, and other funds
of the Bureau of Commercial Fisheries not otherwise
transferred shall become personnel, property, records,
and unexpended balances of such organizational entity
or entities of the Department of the Interior as the
Secretary of the Interior shall determine.

SEC. 5. INTERIM OFFICERS

(a) The President may authorize any person who im-
mediately prior to the effective date of this reorganiza-
tion plan held a position in the executive branch of the
Government to act as Administrator until the office of
Administrator is for the first time filled pursuant to
provisions of this reorganization plan or by recess ap-
pointment, as the case may be.

(b) The President may similarly authorize any such
person to act as Deputy Administrator and authorize
any such person to act as Associate Administrator.

(c) The President may similarly authorize a member
of the former Commissioned Officer Corps of the Envi-
ronmental Science Services Administration to act as
the head of one principal constituent organizational
entity of the Administration.

(d) The President may authorize any person who
serves in an acting capacity under the foregoing provi-
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sions of this section to receive the compensation at-
tached to the office in respect of which he so serves.
Such compensation, if authorized, shall be in lieu of,
but not in addition to, other compensation from the
United States to which such person may be entitled.

SEC. 6. ABOLITIONS

(a) Subject to the provisions of this reorganization
plan, the following, exclusive of any functions, are
hereby abolished:

(1) The Environmental Science Services Administra-
tion in the Department of Commerce (established by
Reorganization Plan No. 2 of 1965, 79 Stat. 1318), includ-
ing the offices of Administrator of the Environmental
Science Services Administration and Deputy Adminis-
trator of the Environmental Science Services Adminis-
tration.

(2) The Bureau of Commercial Fisheries in the De-
partment of the Interior (16 U.S.C. 742b), including the
office of Director of the Bureau of Commercial Fish-
eries.

(b) Such provisions as may be necessary with respect
to terminating any outstanding affairs shall be made
by the Secretary of Commerce in the case of the Envi-
ronmental Science Services Administration and by the
Secretary of the Interior in the case of the Bureau of
Commercial Fisheries.

MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT?2

To the Congress of the United States:

I transmit herewith Reorganization Plan No. 4 of
1970, prepared in accordance with chapter 9 of title 5 of
the United States Code. The plan would transfer to the
Secretary of Commerce various functions relating to
the oceans and atmosphere, including commercial fish-
ery functions, and would establish a National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration in the Department of
Commerce. My reasons for transmitting this plan are
stated in a more extended accompanying message.

After investigation, I have found and hereby declare
that each reorganization included in Reorganization
Plan No. 4 of 1970 is necessary to accomplish one or
more of the purposes set forth in section 901(a) of title
5 of the United States Code. In particular, the plan is
responsive to section 901(a)(1), ‘‘to promote the better
execution of the laws, the more effective management
of the executive branch and of its agencies and func-
tions, and the expeditious administration of the public
business;”” and section 901(a)(3), ‘‘to increase the effi-
ciency of the operations of the Government to the full-
est extent practicable.”

The reorganizations provided for in the plan make
necessary the appointment and compensation of new
officers as specified in section 2 of the plan. The rates
of compensation fixed for these officers are comparable
to those fixed for other officers in the executive branch
who have similar responsibilities.

The reorganization plan should result in the more ef-
ficient operation of the Government. It is not practical,
however, to itemize or aggregate the exact expenditure
reductions which will result from this action.

RICHARD NIXON.
THE WHITE HOUSE, July 9, 1970.

EXECUTIVE ORDER NoO. 11567

Ex. Ord. No. 11567, Nov. 16, 1970, 35 F.R. 17701, which
prescribed the compensation of the Director and Dep-
uty Director of the Bureau of Domestic Commerce, was
superseded by Ex. Ord. No. 11759, Jan. 15, 1974, 39 F.R.
2077, formerly set out below.

EXECUTIVE ORDER NoO. 11759

Ex. Ord. No. 11759, Jan. 15, 1974, 39 F.R. 2077, which re-
lated to compensation of certain officials in the Domes-

2For additional Message of the President see Reorganization
Plan No. 3 of 1970, Title 5, Appendix, Government Officers and
Employees.
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tic and International Business Administration, was su-
perseded by Ex. Ord. No. 12096, Nov. 2, 1978, 43 F.R.
51597, formerly set out below.

EXECUTIVE ORDER NoO. 12096

Ex. Ord. No. 12096, Nov. 2, 1978, 43 F.R. 51597, which re-
lated to compensation of certain officials in the Indus-
try and Trade Administration, was revoked by Ex. Ord.
No. 12188, Jan. 2, 1980, 45 F.R. 989, set out as a note
under section 2171 of Title 19, Customs Duties.

§1511a. Repealed. Pub. L. 95-219, §3(a)(2), Dec.
28, 1977, 91 Stat. 1613

Section, Pub. L. 94-370, §15(a), July 26, 1976, 90 Stat.
1032, authorized appointment and set forth compensa-
tion level for an Associate Administrator for Coastal
Zone Management.

§1511b. United States fishery trade officers
(a) Appointment

For purposes of carrying out export promotion
and other fishery development responsibilities,
the Secretary of Commerce (hereinafter in this
section referred to as the ‘‘Secretary’’) shall ap-
point not fewer than six officers who shall serve
abroad to promote United States fishing inter-
ests. These officers shall be knowledgeable
about the United States fishing industry, pref-
erably with experience derived from the harvest-
ing, processing, or marketing sectors of the in-
dustry or from the administration of fisheries
programs. Such officers, who shall be employees
of the Department of Commerce, shall have the
designation of fishery trade officers.

(b) Assignment

Upon the request of the Secretary, the Sec-
retary of State shall officially assign fishery
trade officers to such diplomatic missions of the
United States as the Secretary designates (three
of which shall be those in Brussels, Belgium;
Rome, Italy; and Tokyo, Japan) and shall obtain
for them diplomatic privileges and immunities
equivalent to those enjoyed by foreign service
personnel of comparable rank and salary.

(¢) Functions of fishery trade officers

The functions of fishery trade officers ap-
pointed under subsection (a) shall be—

(1) to increase the effectiveness of United
States fishery export promotion efforts
through such activities as the coordination of
market development efforts and the provision
of services and facilities for exporters of
United States fishery products;

(2) to develop, maintain, and make available
to interested persons listings of (A) trade, gov-
ernment, and other organizations that are
concerned with, or have an interest in, inter-
national trade in United States fishery prod-
ucts, and (B) United States fishery products
available for such trade;

(3) to prepare quarterly reports regarding
(A) the supply, demand, and prices of each
United States fishery product exported, or for
which there may be export potential, to the
foreign nation or area concerned, and (B) the
trade barriers or incentives of such nation or
area that affect imports of such products;

(4) to prepare weekly statements regarding
the prices for each fishery product for which
there may be United States export potential
to the foreign nation or area concerned; and
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(5) to carry out such other functions as the
Secretary may require.

(d) Administration

The Secretary of State and the Secretary shall
enter into cooperative arrangements concerning
the provision of office space, equipment, facili-
ties, clerical services, and such other adminis-
trative support as may be required for fishery
trade officers and their families.

(Pub. L. 96-561, title II, §211, Dec. 22, 1980, 94
Stat. 3290.)

§ 1511c. Estuarine Programs Office
(a) Establishment

The Administrator of the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration (hereinafter in
this section referred to as the ‘‘Administrator’’)
shall establish within the Administration an Es-
tuarine Programs Office.

(b) Functions

The Estuarine Programs Office shall—

(1) develop and implement a national estua-
rine strategy for the Administration that inte-
grates the research, regulatory, and trustee-
ship responsibilities of the Administration;

(2) coordinate the estuarine activities of the
various organizations within the Administra-
tion, including activities in estuarine research
and assessment, fisheries research, coastal
management, and habitat conservation;

(3) coordinate the estuarine activities of the
Administration with the activities of other
Federal and State agencies; and

(4) provide technical assistance to the Ad-
ministrator, to other Federal agencies, and to
State and local government agencies in—

(A) assessing the condition of estuaries;

(B) identifying estuaries of critical na-
tional or regional importance;

(C) identifying technical and management
alternatives for the restoration and protec-
tion of estuarine resources; and

(D) monitoring the implementation and ef-
fectiveness of estuarine management plans.

(c¢) Authorization

There are authorized to be appropriated to the
Administration not to exceed $500,000 for fiscal
yvear 1987, $5630,000 for fiscal year 1988, $560,000 for
fiscal year 1989, and $600,000 for fiscal year 1990
to carry out the provisions of this section.

(Pub. L. 99-659, title IV, §406, Nov. 14, 1986, 100
Stat. 3738.)

§ 1511d. Chesapeake Bay Office
(a) Establishment

(1) The Secretary of Commerce shall establish,
within the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, an office to be known as the
Chesapeake Bay Office (in this section referred
to as the ‘‘Office”’).

(2) The Office shall be headed by a Director
who shall be appointed by the Secretary of Com-
merce, in consultation with the Chesapeake Ex-
ecutive Council. Any individual appointed as Di-
rector shall have knowledge and experience in
research or resource management efforts in the
Chesapeake Bay.
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