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1 See References in Text note below. 

§ 459t. Secretary of the Interior authorized to 
execute deeds and leases for project lands; 
inclusion of conditional covenants 

The Secretary of the Interior is authorized to 
execute on behalf of the United States all nec-
essary deeds and leases to effect the purposes of 
sections 459r to 459t of this title. Every such 
deed or lease shall contain the express condition 
that the grantee or lessee shall use the property 
exclusively for public park, recreational, and 
conservation purposes, and the further express 
condition that the United States assumes no ob-
ligation for the maintenance or operation of the 
property after the acceptance of such deed or 
during the term of such lease, and may contain 
such other conditions not inconsistent with such 
express conditions as may be agreed upon by the 
Secretary and the grantee or lessee: Provided, 
That the title and right to possession of any 
lands so conveyed or leased, together with the 
improvements thereon, shall revert to the 
United States upon a finding by the Secretary, 
after notice to such grantee or lessee and after 
an opportunity for a hearing, that the grantee 
or lessee has not complied with such conditions 
during a period of more than three years, which 
finding shall be final and conclusive, and such 
lands and improvements thereon, upon such re-
version to the United States, shall be returned 
to the jurisdiction of the Department of the In-
terior and upon determination of the Secretary 
may be considered as surplus real property to be 
disposed of in accordance with section 1303 of 
title 40. 

(June 6, 1942, ch. 380, § 3, 56 Stat. 327.) 

CODIFICATION 

‘‘Section 1303 of title 40’’ substituted in text for ‘‘the 
Act of August 27, 1935 (49 Stat. 885)’’ on authority of 
Pub. L. 107–217, § 5(c), Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1303, the 
first section of which enacted Title 40, Public Build-
ings, Property, and Works. 

§ 459u. Exchange of recreational demonstration 
project lands by grantee 

In order to facilitate the administration of 
former recreational demonstration project lands 
and to consolidate the holdings of the grantees 
to whom such lands have been or may be grant-
ed pursuant to sections 459r to 459t of this title, 
the Secretary of the Interior may authorize any 
such grantee to exchange or otherwise dispose of 
any lands or interests in lands conveyed to it in 
order to acquire other lands or interests therein 
of approximately equal value. 

For the aforesaid purpose, the Secretary is au-
thorized to execute a release, as to the particu-
lar lands involved, of any condition providing 
for a reversion of title to the United States, that 
may be contained in the conveyance by the 
United States to said grantee. No such release 
shall be executed, however, unless the grantee 
shall agree, in form satisfactory to the Sec-
retary, that the lands to be acquired by it shall 
be subject to the conditions contained in the 
original conveyance from the United States, ex-
cept that in lieu of a provision for reversion, the 
grantee shall agree to convey said lands to the 
United States upon a finding by the Secretary in 
accordance with the procedure provided in said 

sections, that the grantee has not complied with 
such conditions during a period of more than 
three years. Lands so conveyed to the United 
States shall be subject to administration or dis-
position in like manner as recreational dem-
onstration project lands that revert to the 
United States under the terms of the aforesaid 
sections. 

(Aug. 3, 1950, ch. 522, 64 Stat. 399.) 

SUBCHAPTER LXV—NATIONAL PARKWAYS 

§ 460. Natchez Trace Parkway 

All lands and easements heretofore and here-
after conveyed to the United States by the 
States of Mississippi, Alabama, and Tennessee 
for the right-of-way for the projected parkway 
between Natchez, Mississippi, and Nashville, 
Tennessee, together with sites acquired or to be 
acquired for recreational areas in connection 
therewith, and a right-of-way for said parkway 
of a width sufficient to include the highway and 
all bridges, ditches, cuts, and fills appurtenant 
thereto, but not exceeding a maximum of two 
hundred feet through Government-owned lands 
(except that where small parcels of Government- 
owned lands would otherwise be isolated, or 
where topographic conditions or scenic require-
ments are such that bridges, ditches, cuts, fills, 
parking overlooks, and landscape development 
could not reasonably be confined to a width of 
two hundred feet, the said maximum may be in-
creased to such width as may be necessary, with 
the written approval of the department or agen-
cy having jurisdiction over such lands) as des-
ignated on maps heretofore or hereafter ap-
proved by the Secretary of the Interior, shall be 
known as the Natchez Trace Parkway and shall 
be administered and maintained by the Sec-
retary of the Interior through the National Park 
Service, subject to the provisions of the Act of 
Congress approved August 25, 1916 (39 Stat. 535), 
entitled ‘‘An Act to establish a National Park 
Service, and for other purposes’’,1 the provisions 
of which Act, as amended and supplemented, are 
extended over and made applicable to said park-
way: Provided, That the Secretary of Agriculture 
is authorized, with the concurrence of the Sec-
retary of the Interior, to connect with said park-
way such roads and trails as may be necessary 
for the protection, administration, or utilization 
of adjacent and nearby national forests and the 
resources thereof: And provided further, That the 
Forest Service and the National Park Service 
shall, insofar as practicable, coordinate and cor-
relate such recreational developments as each 
may plan, construct, or permit to be con-
structed, on lands within their respective juris-
dictions, which, by mutual agreement, should be 
given special treatment for recreational pur-
poses. 

(May 18, 1938, ch. 251, § 1, 52 Stat. 407.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Act of Congress approved August 25, 1916 (39 Stat. 
535), entitled ‘‘An Act to establish a National Park 
Service, and for other purposes’’, referred to in text, is 
act Aug. 25, 1916, ch. 408, 39 Stat. 535, known as the Na-
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