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the right to change the boundaries thereof by 
Executive proclamation, shall take effect and be 
in force within the limits of the territory ex-
cluded by sections 46 and 47 of this title from the 
Yosemite National Park, except as otherwise 
provided. 

(Feb. 7, 1905, ch. 547, § 2, 33 Stat. 703; June 11, 
1906, No. 27, § 2, 34 Stat. 832; Mar. 4, 1907, ch. 2907, 
34 Stat. 1269.) 

CODIFICATION 

‘‘Sierra National Forest’’ and ‘‘national forests’’ sub-
stituted in text for ‘‘Sierra Forest Reserve’’ and for 
‘‘forest reserves’’ and ‘‘forest reservations’’, respec-
tively, on authority of act Mar. 4, 1907, ch. 2907, 34 Stat. 
1269, which provided that forest reserves shall hereafter 
be known as national forests. 

§ 50. Repealed. Dec. 16, 1930, ch. 14, § 1, 46 Stat. 
1028 

Section, Joint Res. June 11, 1906, No. 27, § 3, 34 Stat. 
832, related to disposition of revenues from privileges. 

§ 51. Yosemite National Park; exchange of pri-
vately owned lands in park 

The Secretaries of the Departments of Interior 
and Agriculture, for the purpose of eliminating 
private holdings within the Yosemite National 
Park and to preserve intact timber along and 
adjoining the roads in the scenic portion of the 
park on patented lands, are empowered in their 
discretion to obtain and accept for the United 
States a complete title to any and all patented 
lands within the boundaries of said park by the 
exchange of timber or timber and lands within 
the Yosemite National Park and the Sierra and 
Stanislaus National Forests for such lands and 
the timber thereon within the park, necessary 
conveyances of park and national forest timber 
or timber and lands to be made by said secretar-
ies, respectively. The secretaries of the said de-
partments are authorized to acquire title in fee 
by the exchange of lands of the United States 
for patented lands not exceeding six hundred 
and forty acres in the Sierra and Stanislaus Na-
tional Forests, adjacent and contiguous to the 
Yosemite National Park, and when such pat-
ented lands are thus acquired, said lands shall 
become a part of the Yosemite National Park 
and be subject to all the provisions of sections 
55, 61, 471c and 471d of this title. 

(Apr. 9, 1912, ch. 74, § 1, 37 Stat. 80; Apr. 16, 1914, 
ch. 58, 38 Stat. 345.) 

§ 52. Values of lands and timber to be exchanged; 
lands added to park 

The value of patented lands within the park 
offered in exchange, and the value of the timber 
on park lands proposed to be given in exchange 
for such patented lands, shall be ascertained in 
such manner as the Secretary of the Interior 
may, in his discretion, direct, and all expenses 
incident to ascertaining such values shall be 
paid by the owners of said patented lands, and 
such owners shall, before any exchange is effec-
tive, furnish the Secretary of the Interior evi-
dence satisfactory to him of title to the pat-
ented lands offered in exchange, and if the value 
of the timber on park lands exceeds the value of 
the patented lands deeded to the Government in 

the exchange such excess shall be paid to the 
Secretary of the Interior by the owners of the 
patented lands before any of the timber is re-
moved from the park, and shall be deposited and 
covered into the Treasury as miscellaneous re-
ceipts. The same course shall be pursued in rela-
tion to exchange for timber standing near public 
roads on patented lands for timber to be ex-
changed on park lands. The lands conveyed to 
the Government under section 51 of this title 
shall become a part of the Yosemite National 
Park. 

(Apr. 9, 1912, ch. 74, § 2, 37 Stat. 80.) 

§ 53. Cutting and removal of timber 

All timber must be cut and removed from the 
Yosemite National Park under regulations to be 
prescribed by the Secretary of the Interior, and 
any damage which may result to the roads or 
any part of the park in consequence of the cut-
ting and removal of the timber from the reserva-
tion shall be borne by the owners of the pat-
ented lands, and bond satisfactory to the Sec-
retary of the Interior must be given for the pay-
ment of such damages, if any, as shall be deter-
mined by the Secretary of the Interior. 

(Apr. 9, 1912, ch. 74, § 3, 37 Stat. 81.) 

§ 54. Sale of matured, dead, or down timber 

The Secretary of the Interior may sell and 
permit the removal of such matured or dead or 
down timber as he may deem necessary or advis-
able for the protection or improvement of the 
park, and the proceeds derived therefrom shall 
be deposited and covered into the Treasury as 
miscellaneous receipts. 

(Apr. 9, 1912, ch. 74, § 4, 37 Stat. 81.) 

§ 55. Leases of land in park; mortgages by lessees 

The Secretary of the Interior is authorized and 
empowered to grant leases, for periods of not ex-
ceeding twenty years, at annual rentals, and 
under terms and conditions to be determined by 
him, to any person, corporation, or company he 
may authorize to transact business in the Yo-
semite National Park, for separate tracts of 
land, not exceeding twenty acres each, at such 
places, not to exceed ten in number, to any per-
son, corporation, or company in said park, as 
the comfort and convenience of visitors may re-
quire, for the construction and maintenance of 
substantial hotel buildings and buildings for the 
protection of motor cars, stages, stock and 
equipment, and so forth. Such leases may, at the 
option of the Secretary of the Interior, contain 
appropriate provisions for the appraisement, at 
the expiration of the lease, of the value of such 
hotel and other buildings (or portions thereof) 
as may be constructed by the lessees, respec-
tively, and the payment of the same to the les-
sees in case a new lease be made to persons 
other than said lessees, such payments to be 
made by such new lessees, respectively. 

Any person or corporation or company holding 
a lease or leases within said park for the pur-
poses above described is authorized, with the ap-
proval of the Secretary of the Interior, to exe-
cute mortgages upon his or its rights and prop-
erties, including his or its contract or contracts 
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