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(1) Vermont is a beautiful but small and 
rural State, situated near four large cities 
with combined metropolitan populations of 
over fifteen million; 

(2) geographic and topographic characteris-
tics of Vermont provide opportunities for 
large numbers of people to experience the 
beauty of primitive areas, but also place un-
usual pressure to provide options to maximize 
the availability of such lands for a variety of 
forms of recreation; 

(3) certain lands designated as the Big 
Branch and Peru Peak Wilderness Areas by 
title I of this Act are suitable for inclusion as 
part of the national recreation area; and 

(4) certain other lands in the Green Moun-
tain National Forest not designated as wilder-
ness by this Act are of a predominantly road-
less nature and possess outstanding wild val-
ues that are important for primitive and semi-
primitive recreation, watershed protection, 
wildlife habitat, ecological study, education, 
and historic and archeological resources, and 
are deemed suitable for preservation and pro-
tection as part of a national recreation area. 

(b) The purpose of this subchapter is to des-
ignate certain National Forest System lands in 
the State of Vermont as the Robert T. Stafford 
White Rocks National Recreation Area in order 
to preserve and protect their existing wilderness 
and wild values and to promote wild forest and 
aquatic habitat for wildlife, watershed protec-
tion, opportunities for primitive and semi-
primitive recreation, and scenic, ecological, and 
scientific values. 

(Pub. L. 98–322, title II, § 201, June 19, 1984, 98 
Stat. 256; Pub. L. 110–1, § 1(b), Jan. 17, 2007, 121 
Stat. 3.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in subsec. (a)(3), (4), is Pub. L. 
98–322, June 19, 1984, 98 Stat. 253. Lands in the Green 
Mountain National Forest were designated as wilder-
ness areas by title I of this Act, and are listed in a 
table of Wilderness Areas set out under section 1132 of 
this title. For complete classification of this Act to the 
Code, see Tables. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘Robert T. Stafford White Rocks National Recreation 
Area’’ substituted in subsec. (b) for ‘‘White Rocks Na-
tional Recreation Area’’ pursuant to section 1(b) of 
Pub. L. 110–1, set out as a note under section 460nn–1 of 
this title. 

§ 460nn–1. Establishment 

In furtherance of the findings and purposes of 
this subchapter, certain lands in the Green 
Mountain National Forest, Vermont, which 
comprise approximately thirty-six thousand 
four hundred acres, as generally depicted on a 
map entitled ‘‘White Rocks National Recreation 
Area—Proposed’’, dated September 1983, are 
hereby designated as the Robert T. Stafford 
White Rocks National Recreation Area. 

(Pub. L. 98–322, title II, § 202, June 19, 1984, 98 
Stat. 257; Pub. L. 110–1, § 1(b), Jan. 17, 2007, 121 
Stat. 3.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘Robert T. Stafford White Rocks National Recreation 
Area’’ substituted in text for ‘‘White Rocks National 

Recreation Area’’ pursuant to section 1(b) of Pub. L. 
110–1, set out below. 

Pub. L. 110–1, § 1, Jan. 17, 2007, 121 Stat. 3, provided 
that: 

‘‘(a) REDESIGNATION.—The White Rocks National 
Recreation Area in the State of Vermont, as estab-
lished by section 202 of the Vermont Wilderness Act of 
1984 (16 U.S.C. 460nn–1), is redesignated as the ‘Robert 
T. Stafford White Rocks National Recreation Area’. 

‘‘(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, map, regu-
lation, document, paper, or other record of the United 
States to the recreation area referred to in subsection 
(a) shall be deemed to be a reference to the Robert T. 
Stafford White Rocks National Recreation Area.’’ 

§ 460nn–2. Map and description 

As soon as practicable after June 19, 1984, the 
Secretary of Agriculture shall file a map and 
legal description of the national recreation area 
designated by this subchapter with the Commit-
tee on Interior and Insular Affairs and the Com-
mittee on Agriculture of the United States 
House of Representatives and with the Commit-
tee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry of 
the United States Senate. Such map and de-
scription shall have the same force and effect as 
if included in this subchapter, except that cor-
rection of clerical and typographical errors in 
such map and description may be made by the 
Secretary. Such map and description shall be on 
file and available for public inspection in the Of-
fice of the Chief of the Forest Service, Depart-
ment of Agriculture. 

(Pub. L. 98–322, title II, § 203, June 19, 1984, 98 
Stat. 257.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs of the 
House of Representatives changed to Committee on 
Natural Resources of the House of Representatives on 
Jan. 5, 1993, by House Resolution No. 5, One Hundred 
Third Congress. 

§ 460nn–3. Administration 

(a) Objectives 

Subject to valid existing rights, the Robert T. 
Stafford White Rocks National Recreation Area 
designated by this subchapter shall be adminis-
tered by the Secretary of Agriculture in accord-
ance with the findings and purpose of this sub-
chapter and the laws, rules, and regulations ap-
plicable to the national forests in a manner 
compatible with the following objectives: 

(1) the continuation of existing primitive 
and semiprimitive recreational use in a natu-
ral environment; 

(2) utilization of natural resources shall be 
permitted only if consistent with the findings 
and purposes in this subchapter; 

(3) preservation and protection of forest and 
aquatic habitat for fish and wildlife; and 

(4) protection and conservation of special 
areas having uncommon or outstanding wil-
derness, biological, geological, recreational, 
cultural, historical or archeological, and sci-
entific, or other values contributing to the 
public benefit. 

(b) Mineral leasing laws 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
federally-owned lands within the Robert T. Staf-
ford White Rocks National Recreation Area as 
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designated by this subchapter are hereby with-
drawn from all forms of appropriation under the 
mineral leasing laws, including all laws pertain-
ing to geothermal leasing, and all amendments 
thereto. 

(c) Hunting, fishing, and trapping 

The Secretary shall permit hunting, fishing, 
and trapping on lands and waters under the Sec-
retary’s jurisdiction within the boundaries of 
the national recreation area designated by this 
subchapter in accordance with applicable laws of 
the United States and the State of Vermont. 

(d) Comprehensive management plan 

Within eighteen months after June 19, 1984, 
the Secretary shall develop and submit to the 
Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs and 
the Committee on Agriculture of the United 
States House of Representatives and to the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry of the United States Senate a comprehen-
sive management plan for the national recre-
ation area designated by this subchapter. 

(e) Public participation in development of man-
agement plan 

In conducting the reviews and preparing the 
comprehensive management plan required by 
subsection (d), the Secretary shall provide for 
full public participation, shall consider the 
views of all interested agencies, organizations, 
and individuals, and shall particularly empha-
size the values enumerated in section 460nn(a)(4) 
of this title. 

(Pub. L. 98–322, title II, § 204, June 19, 1984, 98 
Stat. 257; Pub. L. 110–1, § 1(b), Jan. 17, 2007, 121 
Stat. 3.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘Robert T. Stafford White Rocks National Recreation 
Area’’ substituted in subsecs. (a) and (b) for ‘‘White 
Rocks National Recreation Area’’ pursuant to section 
1(b) of Pub. L. 110–1, set out as a note under section 
460nn–1 of this title. 

Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs of the 
House of Representatives changed to Committee on 
Natural Resources of the House of Representatives on 
Jan. 5, 1993, by House Resolution No. 5, One Hundred 
Third Congress. 

SUBCHAPTER C—OREGON CASCADES 
RECREATION AREA 

§ 460oo. Establishment 

(a) In general 

In order to conserve, protect, and manage, in 
a substantially undeveloped condition, certain 
National Forest System lands in the State of Or-
egon having unique geographic, topographic, bi-
ological, ecological features and possessing sig-
nificant scenic, wildlife, dispersed recreation, 
and watershed values, there is hereby estab-
lished, within the Umpqua, Willamette, Winema 
and Deschutes National Forests, the Oregon Cas-
cades Recreation Area (hereinafter referred to in 
this subchapter as the ‘‘recreation area’’). 

(b) Administration 

The recreation area shall comprise approxi-
mately one hundred fifty-six thousand nine hun-
dred acres as generally depicted on a map enti-
tled ‘‘Oregon Cascades Recreation Area’’ dated 

March 1984. Except as otherwise provided in this 
section, the Secretary of Agriculture (herein-
after referred to as the ‘‘Secretary’’) shall ad-
minister and manage the recreation area in ac-
cordance with the laws and regulations applica-
ble to the National Forest System so as to en-
hance scenic and watershed values, wildlife 
habitat, and dispersed recreation. 

(c) Management plan 

The recreation area shall be managed in ac-
cordance with plans prepared in subsection (g) 
to: 

(1) provide a range of recreation opportuni-
ties from primitive to full service developed 
campgrounds; 

(2) provide access for use by the public; 
(3) to the extent practicable, maintain the 

natural and scenic character of the area; and 
(4) provide for the use of motorized recre-

ation vehicles. 

(d) Mining 

(1) Subject to valid existing rights, all mining 
claims located within the recreation area shall 
be subject to such reasonable regulations as the 
Secretary may prescribe to insure that mining 
activities will, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, be consistent with the purposes for 
which the recreation area is established. Any 
patent issued after June 26, 1984, shall convey 
title only to the minerals together with the 
right to use the surface of lands for mining pur-
poses subject to such reasonable regulations as 
the Secretary shall prescribe. 

(2) Effective January 1, 1989, and subject to 
valid existing rights, the lands located within 
the recreation area are hereby withdrawn from 
all forms of appropriation under the mining laws 
and from disposition under all laws pertaining 
to the mineral leasing and geothermal leasing 
and all amendments thereto. 

(e) Allowance of limited activities and facilities 

Within the recreation area, the Secretary may 
permit, under appropriate regulations those lim-
ited activities and facilities which he deter-
mines necessary for resource protection and 
management and for visitor safety and comfort, 
including— 

(1) those necessary to prevent and control 
wildfire, insects, diseases, soil erosion, and 
other damaging agents including timber har-
vesting activities necessary to prevent cata-
strophic mortality from insects, diseases or 
fire; 

(2) those necessary to maintain or improve 
wildlife habitat, water yield and quality, for-
age production, and dispersed outdoor recre-
ation opportunities; 

(3) livestock grazing, to the extent that such 
use will not significantly adversely affect the 
resources of the recreation area; 

(4) salvage of major timber mortality caused 
by fire, insects, disease, blowdown, or other 
causes when the scenic characteristics of the 
recreation area are significantly affected, or 
the health and safety of the public is threat-
ened, or the overall protection of the forested 
area inside or outside the recreation area 
might be adversely affected by failure to re-
move the dead or damaged timber; 
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