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1 See References in Text note below. 

SUBCHAPTER XLVII—MAMMOTH CAVE 
NATIONAL PARK 

§ 404. Establishment; boundaries 

When title to lands within the area referred to 
in this section shall have been vested in the 
United States in fee simple, there shall be, and 
there is, established, dedicated, and set apart as 
a public park for the benefit and enjoyment of 
the people, the tract of land in the Mammoth 
Cave region in the State of Kentucky, being ap-
proximately seventy thousand six hundred and 
eighteen acres, recommended as a National Park 
by the Southern Appalachian National Park 
Commission to the Secretary of the Interior, in 
its report of April 8, 1926, and made under au-
thority of the Act of February 21, 1925 (chapter 
281, 43 Statutes 958); which area, or any part or 
parts thereof as may be accepted on behalf of 
the United States in accordance with the provi-
sions hereof, shall be known as the Mammoth 
Cave National Park: Provided, That the United 
States shall not purchase by appropriation of 
public moneys any land within the aforesaid 
area, but such lands shall be secured by the 
United States only by public or private dona-
tion. 

(May 25, 1926, ch. 382, § 1, 44 Stat. 635.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Act of February 21, 1925, referred to in text, was not 
classified to the Code. 

§ 404a. Acceptance of title to lands 

The Secretary of the Interior is authorized, in 
his discretion, to accept, as hereinafter pro-
vided, on behalf of the United States, title to 
the lands referred to in section 404 of this title, 
and to be purchased with the funds which may 
be subscribed by or through the Mammoth Cave 
National Park Association of Kentucky, and 
with other contributions for the purchase of 
lands in the Mammoth Cave National Park area: 
Provided, That any of said lands may be donated 
directly to the United States and conveyed to it, 
cost free, by fee-simple title, in cases where such 
donations may be made without the necessity of 
purchase. 

(May 25, 1926, ch. 382, § 2, 44 Stat. 635.) 

§ 404b. Administration, protection, and develop-
ment; Federal Power Act inapplicable; mini-
mum area 

The administration, protection, and develop-
ment of the aforesaid park shall be exercised 
under the direction of the Secretary of the Inte-
rior by the National Park Service, subject to the 
provisions of the Act of August 25, 1916, entitled 
‘‘An Act to establish a National Park Service, 
and for other purposes,’’ 1 as amended: Provided, 
That the provisions of the Federal Power Act [16 
U.S.C. 791a et seq.] shall not apply to this park: 
And provided further, That the minimum area to 
be administered and protected by the National 
Park Service shall be, for the said Mammoth 
Cave National Park, twenty thousand acres: Pro-

vided further, That no general development of 

said area shall be undertaken until a major por-
tion of the remainder in such area, including all 
the caves thereof, shall have been accepted by 
said Secretary, and he shall have established a 
schedule of fees for admission to such caves. 

(May 25, 1926, ch. 382, § 3, 44 Stat. 636; May 14, 
1934, ch. 282, § 1, 48 Stat. 775.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Act of August 25, 1916, entitled ‘‘An Act to estab-
lish a National Park Service, and for other purposes,’’, 
referred to in text, is act Aug. 25, 1916, ch. 408, 39 Stat. 
535, known as the National Park Service Organic Act, 
which enacted sections 1, 2, 3, and 4 of this title and 
provisions set out as a note under section 100101 of 
Title 54, National Park Service and Related Programs. 
Sections 1 to 4 of the Act were repealed and restated as 
section 1865(a) of Title 18, Crimes and Criminal Proce-
dure, and section 100101(a), chapter 1003, and sections 
100751(a), 100752, 100753, and 102101 of Title 54 by Pub. L. 
113–287, §§ 3, 4(a)(1), 7, Dec. 19, 2014, 128 Stat. 3094, 3260, 
3272. For complete classification of this Act to the 
Code, see Tables. For disposition of former sections of 
this title, see Disposition Table preceding section 100101 
of Title 54. 

The Federal Power Act, referred to in text, was in the 
original the ‘‘Act approved June 10, 1920, known as the 
Federal Water Power Act,’’ and was redesignated as the 
Federal Power Act by section 791a of this title. The 
Federal Power Act is act June 10, 1920, ch. 285, 41 Stat. 
1063, as amended, and is classified generally to chapter 
12 (§ 791a et seq.) of this title. For complete classifica-
tion of this Act to the Code, see section 791a of this 
title and Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

1934—Act May 14, 1934, inserted ‘‘and he shall have es-
tablished a schedule of fees for admission to such 
caves,’’ and changed phrase ‘‘including all the caves 
thereof’’ to its present position instead of following 
‘‘twenty thousand acres’’. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees, 
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with 
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, 
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out in 
the Appendix to Title 5, Government Organization and 
Employees. 

§ 404b–1. Exclusion of Great Onyx and Crystal 
Caves 

The Secretary of the Interior is authorized, in 
his discretion, to exclude the Great Onyx Cave 
and the Crystal Cave, or either of them, from 
the maximum boundaries of the said park, and 
the area required for general development of the 
said park by section 404b of this title, is modi-
fied accordingly. 

(Aug. 28, 1937, ch. 873, § 2, 50 Stat. 871.) 

EVENTUAL ACQUISITION OF GREAT ONYX AND CRYSTAL 
CAVES 

Eventual acquisition of Great Onyx and Crystal 
Caves, see section 404b–2 of this title. 

§ 404b–2. Eventual acquisition of Great Onyx and 
Crystal Caves; cooperation with State of Ken-
tucky 

The Secretary of the Interior is authorized to 
cooperate with the State of Kentucky for the 
purpose of arranging for the eventual acquisi-
tion by the United States of the Great Onyx 
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Cave and the Crystal Cave within the authorized 
boundaries of Mammoth Cave National Park. 
The Secretary shall deposit to the credit of a 
special receipt account that portion of the an-
nual admission, guide, and elevator fee receipts 
from the said park which exceeds the annual 
amount available to the park for management, 
guide, and protection purposes, which funds so 
deposited may be expended thereafter in pay-
ment for the purchase of said cave properties. 
The Secretary is further authorized to enter 
into such contracts and agreements as he may 
determine to be necessary to effectuate the ac-
quisition of the cave properties as authorized 
herein. 

(Mar. 27, 1954, ch. 114, 68 Stat. 36.) 

§ 404c. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Section, act May 25, 1926, ch. 382, § 4, 44 Stat. 636, au-
thorized the Secretary of the Interior to employ, for 
the purpose of carrying out the provisions of sections 
404 to 404b of this title, the commission authorized by 
act Feb. 21, 1925, ch. 281, 43 Stat. 958 (a temporary act). 

§ 404c–1. Acceptance of cession by United States; 
jurisdiction 

The provisions of the act of the General As-
sembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, ap-
proved March 22, 1930 (Acts of 1930, ch. 132, p. 
405), ceding to the United States exclusive juris-
diction over, within, and under such territory in 
the Commonwealth as may be acquired for the 
Mammoth Cave National Park, are accepted. 
Subject to the reservations made by the Com-
monwealth in the act of cession, the United 
States assumes sole and exclusive jurisdiction 
over such territory. 

(June 5, 1942, ch. 341, § 1, 56 Stat. 317.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Act of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of 
Kentucky, approved March 22, 1930 (Acts of 1930, ch. 132, 
p. 405), referred to in text, was also set out as Ky. St., 
§§ 3766e16 to 3766e22 [see §§ 3.020 and 3.070 in part]. 

§ 404c–2. Fugitives from justice 

All fugitives from justice taking refuge in the 
park shall be subject to the same laws as fugi-
tives from justice found in the Commonwealth 
of Kentucky. 

(June 5, 1942, ch. 341, § 2, 56 Stat. 317; June 25, 
1948, ch. 646, § 39, 62 Stat. 992.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1948—Act June 25, 1948, struck out first sentence re-
lating to inclusion of park in a judicial district. See 
section 97 of Title 28, Judiciary and Judicial Procedure, 
and section 3231 of Title 18, Crimes and Criminal Proce-
dure. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1948 AMENDMENT 

Section 38 of act June 25, 1948, provided that the 
amendment made by that act is effective Sept. 1, 1948. 

§ 404c–3. Criminal offenses concerning hunting, 
fishing, and property; prima facie evidence; 
rules and regulations 

All hunting or the killing, wounding, or cap-
turing at any time of any wild bird or animal, 

except dangerous animals when it is necessary 
to prevent them from destroying human lives or 
inflicting personal injury, is prohibited within 
the limits of the park, nor shall any fish be 
taken out of any of the waters of the park, ex-
cept at such seasons and at such times and in 
such manner as may be directed by the Sec-
retary of the Interior. The Secretary of the Inte-
rior shall make and publish such general rules 
and regulations as he may deem necessary and 
proper for the management and care of the park 
and for the protection of the property therein, 
especially for the preservation from injury or 
spoliation of all timber, mineral deposits, natu-
ral curiosities, or wonderful objects within the 
park, and for the protection of the animals and 
birds in the park from capture or destruction, 
and to prevent their being frightened or driven 
from the park; and he shall make rules and reg-
ulations governing the taking of fish from the 
waters in the park. Possession within the park 
of the dead bodies or any part thereof of any 
wild bird or animal shall be prima facie evidence 
that the person or persons having the same are 
guilty of violating this Act. Any person or per-
sons, stage or express company, railway or other 
transportation company, who knows or has rea-
son to believe that such wild birds, fish, or ani-
mals were taken or killed contrary to the provi-
sions of this Act or the rules and regulations 
promulgated by the Secretary of the Interior, 
and who receives for transportation the dead 
bodies or any part thereof of the wild birds, fish, 
or animals so taken or killed, or who shall vio-
late any of the other provisions of this Act, or 
the rules and regulations, with reference to the 
management and care of the park, or for the 
protection of the property therein, for the pres-
ervation from injury or spoliation of timber, 
mineral deposits, natural curiosities, or wonder-
ful objects within the park, or for the protection 
of the animals, birds, and fish in the park, or 
who shall within the park commit any damage, 
injury, or spoliation to or upon any building, 
fence, sign, hedge, gate, guidepost, tree, wood, 
underwood, timber, garden, crops, vegetables, 
plants, land, springs, mineral deposits, natural 
curiosities, or other matter or thing growing or 
being thereon, or situated therein, shall be 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be 
subject to a fine of not more than $500 or impris-
onment not exceeding six months, or both, and 
be adjudged to pay all the costs of the proceed-
ings. 

(June 5, 1942, ch. 341, § 3, 56 Stat. 317.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in text, is act June 5, 1942, which 
is classified to sections 404c–1 to 404c–12 of this title. 
For complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Tables. 

§ 404c–4. Forfeiture of property used in commis-
sion of offenses 

All guns, traps, nets, seines, fishing tackle, 
teams, horses, or means of transportation of 
every nature or description used by any person 
or persons within the limits of the park when 
engaged in killing, trapping, ensnaring, taking, 
or capturing such wild birds, fish, or animals 
contrary to the provisions of this Act or the 
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