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§ 471h. Cooperation with public and private 
agencies, organizations, and individuals; ac-
ceptance of contributions and gifts 

The Secretary of Agriculture is hereby author-
ized to cooperate with and receive the coopera-
tion of public and private agencies and organiza-
tions and individuals in the development, ad-
ministration, and operation of the Cradle of For-
estry in America. The Secretary of Agriculture 
is authorized to accept contributions and gifts 
to be used to further the purposes of sections 
471f to 471h of this title. 

(Pub. L. 90–398, § 3, July 11, 1968, 82 Stat. 342.) 

§ 471i. Pinelands National Reserve 

(a) Congressional findings 

The Congress finds that— 
(1) the Pinelands area in New Jersey, con-

taining approximately 1,000,000 acres of pine- 
oak forest, extensive surface and ground water 
resources of high quality, and a wide diversity 
of rare plant and animal species, provides sig-
nificant ecological, natural, cultural, rec-
reational, educational, agricultural, and pub-
lic health benefits; 

(2) there is a national interest in protecting 
and preserving these benefits for the residents 
of and visitors to the area; 

(3) a primary responsibility for protecting 
and enhancing these benefits resides with the 
State of New Jersey and the various local 
units of government having jurisdiction over 
the area; 

(4) in view of the longstanding Federal prac-
tice of assisting the States in creating, pro-
tecting, preserving, and enhancing areas of 
significant regional and urban importance, 
and in view of the national significance of this 
resource, the Federal Government has an in-
terest in assisting the State of New Jersey and 
its local units of government in fulfilling their 
responsibilities and in avoiding adverse Feder-
ally approved or assisted impacts before these 
responsibilities can be undertaken; 

(5) the State of New Jersey and its local 
units of government have authority to prevent 
or minimize adverse uses of the land and water 
resources of the Pinelands area and can, to a 
great extent, protect the health, safety, and 
general welfare by the use of such authority; 
and 

(6) there is a demonstrated need to protect, 
preserve and enhance the land and water re-
sources of the Pinelands area through a new 
program which combines the capabilities and 
resources of the local, State and Federal gov-
ernments and the private sector and provides 
an alternative to large-scale direct Federal ac-
quisition and management in cases where such 
acquisition and management is inappropriate. 

(b) Purposes 

The purposes of this section are— 
(1) to protect, preserve and enhance the sig-

nificant values of the land and water resources 
of the Pinelands area; 

(2) to encourage and assist the State of New 
Jersey and its units of local government in the 
development of a comprehensive management 
plan for the Pinelands area in order to assure 

orderly public and private development in the 
area consistent with the findings of this sec-
tion; 

(3) to provide, during the development of 
this comprehensive plan, Federal financial as-
sistance for the acquisition of lands in the 
Pinelands area that have critical ecological 
values which are in immediate danger of being 
adversely affected or destroyed; 

(4) to encourage and assist the State and its 
units of local government in developing a gov-
ernmental mechanism to implement this com-
prehensive plan, and to provide Federal finan-
cial assistance for the acquisition of lands 
consistent with the comprehensive plan; 

(5) to encourage adequate coordination of all 
government programs affecting the land and 
water resources of the Pinelands area. 

(c) Pinelands National Reserve and Federal 
Project Review Area; establishment; map, 
availability 

There is hereby established the Pinelands Na-
tional Reserve which shall consist of the ap-
proximately 1,000,000-acre area generally de-
picted on the map entitled ‘‘Pinelands National 
Reserve Boundary Map’’ numbered NPS/80,011A 
and dated September 1978. Within the Pinelands 
National Reserve, there is hereby established 
the Federal Project Review Area, which shall 
consist of the approximately 486,000 acre area 
also depicted on the map. The map shall be on 
file and available for public inspection in the of-
fices of the Department of the Interior in Wash-
ington, and in the offices of the State of New 
Jersey planning entity established pursuant to 
subsection (d), and in locations throughout the 
Pinelands National Reserve as determined by 
the planning entity. 

(d) State planning entity for development of 
comprehensive management plan; member-
ship; representation of interests; assistance 
and grants to State 

Within thirty days after November 10, 1978, the 
Secretary of the Interior (hereinafter referred to 
as the ‘‘Secretary’’) shall request the Governor 
of the State of New Jersey to establish, within 
ninety days of such request, a planning entity to 
develop a comprehensive management plan for 
the Pinelands National Reserve. In order to 
carry out the purposes of this section, such plan-
ning entity shall be composed of fifteen mem-
bers to be appointed as follows: one member ap-
pointed by the Secretary; one member from each 
of the seven counties in the Pinelands National 
Reserve to be appointed by the respective gov-
erning bodies of each county; and seven mem-
bers to be appointed by the Governor. The mem-
bership of the planning entity shall include resi-
dents of the Pinelands National Reserve who 
represent economic activities such as agri-
culture in the area, as well as residents of New 
Jersey who represent conservation interests. 
The Secretary shall provide technical assistance 
and grants to the State for the development of 
the plan or revisions thereof: Provided, That 
such grants shall not exceed 75 percent of the 
cost of developing the plan, shall be made only 
upon application of the Governor, on behalf of 
the planning entity, and shall be subject to such 
other conditions as the Secretary may deem ap-
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