§1423h

title, amended section 1540 of this title and section 42
of Title 18, Crimes and Criminal Procedure, repealed
sections 667e and 851 to 856 of this title and sections 43,
44, 3054, and 3112 of Title 18, and enacted provisions set
out as notes under sections 1540 and 3371 of this title.
For complete classification of this Act to the Code, see
Short Title note set out under section 3371 of this title
and Tables.

§ 1423h. Authorization of appropriations

(a) In general

There are authorized to be appropriated to the
Secretary to carry out the functions and respon-
sibilities of the Secretary under this subchapter
and the Agreement $1,000,000 for each of fiscal
years 2006 through 2010.

(b) Commission

There are authorized to be appropriated to the
Secretary to carry out functions and respon-
sibilities of the United States Section?! $150,000
for each of fiscal years 2006 through 2010.

(c) Alaskan cooperative management program
There are authorized to be appropriated to the
Secretary to carry out this subchapter and the
Agreement in Alaska $150,000 for each of fiscal
years 2006 through 2010.
(Pub. L. 92-522, title V, §509, as added Pub. L.
109479, title IX, §902(a), Jan. 12, 2007, 120 Stat.
3665.)
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§1431. Findings, purposes, and policies; estab-
lishment of system

(a) Findings

The Congress finds that—

(1) this Nation historically has recognized
the importance of protecting special areas of
its public domain, but these efforts have been
directed almost exclusively to land areas
above the high-water mark;

(2) certain areas of the marine environment
possess conservation, recreational, ecological,
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historical, scientific, educational, cultural, ar-
cheological, or esthetic qualities which give
them special national, and in some cases
international, significance;

(3) while the need to control the effects of
particular activities has led to enactment of
resource-specific legislation, these laws can-
not in all cases provide a coordinated and
comprehensive approach to the conservation
and management of special areas of the ma-
rine environment; and

(4) a Federal program which establishes
areas of the marine environment which have
special conservation, recreational, ecological,
historical, cultural, archeological, scientific,
educational, or esthetic qualities as national
marine sanctuaries managed as the National
Marine Sanctuary System will—

(A) improve the conservation, understand-
ing, management, and wise and sustainable
use of marine resources;

(B) enhance public awareness, understand-
ing, and appreciation of the marine environ-
ment; and

(C) maintain for future generations the
habitat, and ecological services, of the natu-
ral assemblage of living resources that in-
habit these areas.

(b) Purposes and policies
The purposes and policies of this chapter are—

(1) to identify and designate as national ma-
rine sanctuaries areas of the marine environ-
ment which are of special national signifi-
cance and to manage these areas as the Na-
tional Marine Sanctuary System;

(2) to provide authority for comprehensive
and coordinated conservation and manage-
ment of these marine areas, and activities af-
fecting them, in a manner which complements
existing regulatory authorities;

(3) to maintain the natural biological com-
munities in the national marine sanctuaries,
and to protect, and, where appropriate, restore
and enhance natural habitats, populations,
and ecological processes;

(4) to enhance public awareness, understand-
ing, appreciation, and wise and sustainable use
of the marine environment, and the natural,
historical, cultural, and archeological re-
sources of the National Marine Sanctuary Sys-
tem;

(5) to support, promote, and coordinate sci-
entific research on, and long-term monitoring
of, the resources of these marine areas;

(6) to facilitate to the extent compatible
with the primary objective of resource protec-
tion, all public and private uses of the re-
sources of these marine areas not prohibited
pursuant to other authorities;

(7) to develop and implement coordinated
plans for the protection and management of
these areas with appropriate Federal agencies,
State and local governments, Native American
tribes and organizations, international organi-
zations, and other public and private interests
concerned with the continuing health and re-
silience of these marine areas;

(8) to create models of, and incentives for,
ways to conserve and manage these areas, in-
cluding the application of innovative manage-
ment techniques; and
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