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chapter: Provided, That all powers, rights, and 
duties conferred or imposed by the customs laws 
upon any officer or employee of the Treasury 
Department shall, for the purposes of this sub-
chapter, be exercised or performed by the Sec-
retary of the Interior or by such persons as he 
may designate. 

(June 8, 1940, ch. 278, § 3, 54 Stat. 251; Pub. L. 
90–578, title IV, § 402(b)(2), Oct. 17, 1968, 82 Stat. 
1118; Pub. L. 92–535, § 3, Oct. 23, 1972, 86 Stat. 1065; 
Pub. L. 101–650, title III, § 321, Dec. 1, 1990, 104 
Stat. 5117.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1972—Pub. L. 92–535 substituted provisions relating to 
enforcement of this subchapter including arrest, with-
out warrant, issuance and execution of warrants and 
process, search, forfeiture, and applicability of certain 
customs laws, for provisions incorporating provisions 
of section 706 in haec verba. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘United States magistrate judge’’ substituted for 
‘‘United States magistrate’’ in subsec. (a) pursuant to 
section 321 of Pub. L. 101–650, set out as a note under 
section 631 of Title 28, Judiciary and Judicial Proce-
dure. Previously, ‘‘United States magistrate’’ sub-
stituted for ‘‘United States commissioner’’ in subsec. 
(a) pursuant to Pub. L. 90–578. See chapter 43 (§ 631 et 
seq.) of Title 28. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Enforcement functions of Secretary or other official 
in Department of the Interior related to compliance 
with this subchapter with respect to pre-construction, 
construction, and initial operation of transportation 
system for Canadian and Alaskan natural gas trans-
ferred to Federal Inspector, Office of Federal Inspector 
for Alaska Natural Gas Transportation System, until 
first anniversary of date of initial operation of Alaska 
Natural Gas Transportation System, see Reorg. Plan 
No. 1 of 1979, §§ 102(e), 203(a), 44 F.R. 33663, 33666, 93 Stat. 
1373, 1376, effective July 1, 1979, set out in the Appendix 
to Title 5, Government Organization and Employees. 
Office of Federal Inspector for the Alaska Natural Gas 
Transportation System abolished and functions and au-
thority vested in Inspector transferred to Secretary of 
Energy by section 3012(b) of Pub. L. 102–486, set out as 
an Abolition of Office of Federal Inspector note under 
section 719e of Title 15, Commerce and Trade. Func-
tions and authority vested in Secretary of Energy sub-
sequently transferred to Federal Coordinator for Alas-
ka Natural Gas Transportation Projects by section 
720d(f) of Title 15. 

§ 668c. Definitions 

As used in this subchapter ‘‘whoever’’ includes 
also associations, partnerships, and corpora-
tions; ‘‘take’’ includes also pursue, shoot, shoot 
at, poison, wound, kill, capture, trap, collect, 
molest or disturb; ‘‘transport’’ includes also 
ship, convey, carry, or transport by any means 
whatever, and deliver or receive or cause to be 
delivered or received for such shipment, convey-
ance, carriage, or transportation. 

(June 8, 1940, ch. 278, § 4, 54 Stat. 251; Pub. L. 
92–535, § 4, Oct. 23, 1972, 86 Stat. 1065.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1972—Pub. L. 92–535 substituted ‘‘poison, wound, kill, 
capture, trap, collect, molest’’ for ‘‘wound, kill, cap-
ture, trap, collect, or otherwise willfully molest’’. 

§ 668d. Availability of appropriations for Migra-
tory Bird Treaty Act 

Moneys now or hereafter available to the Sec-
retary of the Interior for the administration and 
enforcement of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act 
of July 3, 1918 [16 U.S.C. 703 et seq.], shall be 
equally available for the administration and en-
forcement of this subchapter. 

(June 8, 1940, ch. 278, § 5, 54 Stat. 251.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Migratory Bird Treaty Act, referred to in text, is 
act July 3, 1918, ch. 128, 40 Stat. 755, as amended, which 
is classified generally to subchapter II (§ 703 et seq.) of 
chapter 7 of this title. For complete classification of 
this Act to the Code, see section 710 of this title and 
Tables. 

SUBCHAPTER III—ENDANGERED SPECIES 
OF FISH AND WILDLIFE 

§§ 668aa to 668cc–6. Repealed. Pub. L. 93–205, § 14, 
Dec. 28, 1973, 87 Stat. 903 

The provisions of sections 668aa to 668cc–6, which, 
pursuant to section 12(d) of Pub. L. 91–135, Dec. 5, 1969, 
83 Stat. 283, were known as the ‘‘Endangered Species 
Conservation Act of 1969’’, are covered by section 1531 
et seq. of this title. 

Section 668aa, Pub. L. 89–669, § 1, Oct. 15, 1966, 80 Stat. 
926; Pub. L. 91–135, § 12(a), (e), Dec. 5, 1969, 83 Stat. 282, 
283, set out the Congressional findings, declaration of 
policy, and statement of purposes in seeking the pro-
tection of endangered species of fish and wildlife. 

Section 668bb, Pub. L. 89–669, § 2, Oct. 15, 1966, 80 Stat. 
926; Pub. L. 91–135, § 12(b), (c), Dec. 5, 1969, 83 Stat. 282, 
set out the powers and duties of the Secretary of the 
Interior in carrying out the mandate of the Endangered 
Species Conservation Act of 1969. 

Section 668cc, Pub. L. 89–669, § 3, Oct. 15, 1966, 80 Stat. 
927, covered the Secretary’s duty to cooperate with the 
States, area administration, management agreements, 
and disposition of revenues. 

Section 668cc–1, Pub. L. 91–135, § 1, Dec. 5, 1969, 83 
Stat. 275, defined ‘‘Secretary’’, ‘‘fish or wildlife’’, 
‘‘United States’’, and ‘‘person’’. 

Section 668cc–2, Pub. L. 91–135, § 2, Dec. 5, 1969, 83 
Stat. 275, covered importation of endangered species 
and set out civil and criminal penalties by reference to 
provisions of section 668cc–4 of this title. 

Section 668cc–3, Pub. L. 91–135, § 3, Dec. 5, 1969, 83 
Stat. 275, provided for determination by the Secretary 
of the species threatened with extinction, methods to 
be used and factors determinative of Secretary’s deter-
mination, and rule making procedures to be used. 

Section 668cc–4, Pub. L. 91–135, § 4, Dec. 5, 1969, 83 
Stat. 276, set out penalties for violation of sections 
668cc–2 and 668cc–3 of this title and provisions for their 
enforcement. 

Section 668cc–5, Pub. L. 91–135, § 5, Dec. 5, 1969, 83 
Stat. 278, covered international agreements for fish and 
wildlife preservation. 

Section 668cc–6, Pub. L. 91–135, § 6, Dec. 5, 1969, 83 
Stat. 278, called for coordination of administration of 
provisions relating to endangered species of fish and 
wildlife with animal quarantine and tariff laws, and 
provided for non-impairment of functions of Secretar-
ies of Agriculture and Treasury under agriculture and 
tariff laws, including imports. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal effective Dec. 28, 1973, see section 16 of Pub. L. 
93–205, set out as an Effective Date note under section 
1531 of this title. 
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§ 668dd. National Wildlife Refuge System 

(a) Designation; administration; continuance of 
resources-management-programs for refuge 
lands in Alaska; disposal of acquired lands; 
proceeds 

(1) For the purpose of consolidating the au-
thorities relating to the various categories of 
areas that are administered by the Secretary for 
the conservation of fish and wildlife, including 
species that are threatened with extinction, all 
lands, waters, and interests therein adminis-
tered by the Secretary as wildlife refuges, areas 
for the protection and conservation of fish and 
wildlife that are threatened with extinction, 
wildlife ranges, game ranges, wildlife manage-
ment areas, or waterfowl production areas are 
hereby designated as the ‘‘National Wildlife Ref-
uge System’’ (referred to herein as the ‘‘Sys-
tem’’), which shall be subject to the provisions 
of this section, and shall be administered by the 
Secretary through the United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service. With respect to refuge lands in 
the State of Alaska, those programs relating to 
the management of resources for which any 
other agency of the Federal Government exer-
cises administrative responsibility through co-
operative agreement shall remain in effect, sub-
ject to the direct supervision of the United 
States Fish and Wildlife Service, as long as such 
agency agrees to exercise such responsibility. 

(2) The mission of the System is to administer 
a national network of lands and waters for the 
conservation, management, and where appro-
priate, restoration of the fish, wildlife, and plant 
resources and their habitats within the United 
States for the benefit of present and future gen-
erations of Americans. 

(3) With respect to the System, it is the policy 
of the United States that— 

(A) each refuge shall be managed to fulfill 
the mission of the System, as well as the spe-
cific purposes for which that refuge was estab-
lished; 

(B) compatible wildlife-dependent recreation 
is a legitimate and appropriate general public 
use of the System, directly related to the mis-
sion of the System and the purposes of many 
refuges, and which generally fosters refuge 
management and through which the American 
public can develop an appreciation for fish and 
wildlife; 

(C) compatible wildlife-dependent rec-
reational uses are the priority general public 
uses of the System and shall receive priority 
consideration in refuge planning and manage-
ment; and 

(D) when the Secretary determines that a 
proposed wildlife-dependent recreational use is 
a compatible use within a refuge, that activity 
should be facilitated, subject to such restric-
tions or regulations as may be necessary, rea-
sonable, and appropriate. 

(4) In administering the System, the Secretary 
shall— 

(A) provide for the conservation of fish, wild-
life, and plants, and their habitats within the 
System; 

(B) ensure that the biological integrity, di-
versity, and environmental health of the Sys-
tem are maintained for the benefit of present 
and future generations of Americans; 

(C) plan and direct the continued growth of 
the System in a manner that is best designed 
to accomplish the mission of the System, to 
contribute to the conservation of the eco-
systems of the United States, to complement 
efforts of States and other Federal agencies to 
conserve fish and wildlife and their habitats, 
and to increase support for the System and 
participation from conservation partners and 
the public; 

(D) ensure that the mission of the System 
described in paragraph (2) and the purposes of 
each refuge are carried out, except that if a 
conflict exists between the purposes of a ref-
uge and the mission of the System, the con-
flict shall be resolved in a manner that first 
protects the purposes of the refuge, and, to the 
extent practicable, that also achieves the mis-
sion of the System; 

(E) ensure effective coordination, inter-
action, and cooperation with owners of land 
adjoining refuges and the fish and wildlife 
agency of the States in which the units of the 
System are located; 

(F) assist in the maintenance of adequate 
water quantity and water quality to fulfill the 
mission of the System and the purposes of 
each refuge; 

(G) acquire, under State law, water rights 
that are needed for refuge purposes; 

(H) recognize compatible wildlife-dependent 
recreational uses as the priority general pub-
lic uses of the System through which the 
American public can develop an appreciation 
for fish and wildlife; 

(I) ensure that opportunities are provided 
within the System for compatible wildlife-de-
pendent recreational uses; 

(J) ensure that priority general public uses 
of the System receive enhanced consideration 
over other general public uses in planning and 
management within the System; 

(K) provide increased opportunities for fami-
lies to experience compatible wildlife-depend-
ent recreation, particularly opportunities for 
parents and their children to safely engage in 
traditional outdoor activities, such as fishing 
and hunting; 

(L) continue, consistent with existing laws 
and interagency agreements, authorized or 
permitted uses of units of the System by other 
Federal agencies, including those necessary to 
facilitate military preparedness; 

(M) ensure timely and effective cooperation 
and collaboration with Federal agencies and 
State fish and wildlife agencies during the 
course of acquiring and managing refuges; and 

(N) monitor the status and trends of fish, 
wildlife, and plants in each refuge. 

(5) No acquired lands which are or become a 
part of the System may be transferred or other-
wise disposed of under any provision of law (ex-
cept by exchange pursuant to subsection (b)(3) of 
this section) unless— 

(A) the Secretary determines with the ap-
proval of the Migratory Bird Conservation 
Commission that such lands are no longer 
needed for the purposes for which the System 
was established; and 

(B) such lands are transferred or otherwise 
disposed of for an amount not less than— 
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