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ance of such other duties as may be assigned to 
them by the Secretary of the Interior, shall 
never be interested directly or indirectly in any 
lease of the right to take seals, nor in any pro-
ceeds or profits thereof either as owner, agent, 
partner, or otherwise. 

(R.S. §§ 1973, 1975; Feb. 14, 1903, ch. 552, § 7, 32 
Stat. 828; Mar. 4, 1913, ch. 141, § 1, 37 Stat. 736; 
1939 Reorg. Plan No. II, § 4(e), eff. July 1, 1939, 4 
F.R. 2731, 53 Stat. 1433.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. §§ 1973, 1975 derived from act Mar. 5, 1872, ch. 31, 
§ 1, 17 Stat. 35. 

R.S. § 1973 read as follows: ‘‘The Secretary of the 
Treasury is authorized to appoint one agent and three 
assistant agents, who shall be charged with the man-
agement of the seal fisheries in Alaska, and the per-
formance of such other duties as may be assigned to 
them by the Secretary of the Treasury.’’ 

R.S. § 1975 read as follows: ‘‘Such agents shall never 
be interested, directly or indirectly, in any lease of the 
right to take seals, nor in any proceeds or profits there-
of, either as owner, agent, partner, or otherwise.’’ 

Act. Feb. 14, 1903, transferred jurisdiction, super-
vision and control over the fur seal, salmon and other 
fisheries of Alaska from Department of the Treasury to 
Department of Commerce and Labor. 

Act. Mar. 4, 1913, changed designation of Department 
of Commerce and Labor to Department of Commerce 
and provided that the Secretary thereof should be 
called the Secretary of Commerce. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees, 
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with 
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, 
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out in 
the Appendix to Title 5, Government Organization and 
Employees. 

Reorg. Plan No. II of 1939, set out in the Appendix to 
Title 5, transferred Bureau of Fisheries in Department 
of Commerce, and its functions and functions of Sec-
retary of Commerce relating to protection of fur seals 
and other fur-bearing animals and supervision of Prib-
ilof Islands and care of natives thereof, to Department 
of the Interior. 

Reorg. Plan No. III of 1940, § 3, eff. June 30, 1940, 5 F.R. 
2108, 54 Stat. 1232, set out in the Appendix to Title 5, 
consolidated Bureau of Fisheries and Bureau of Biologi-
cal Survey with their respective functions into one 
agency in Department of the Interior to be known as 
Fish and Wildlife Service, and abolished office of Com-
missioner and Deputy Commissioner of Fisheries and 
transferred their functions to the consolidated agency. 

RESPONSIBILITY FOR MATTERS RELATING TO SEALS 

Bureau of Commercial Fisheries within the Fish and 
Wildlife Service as responsible for matters relating to 
commercial fisheries and to seals, see section 742b of 
this title. 

§ 656. Agents; administering oaths and taking tes-
timony 

The agents are empowered to administer oaths 
in all cases relating to the service of the United 
States, and to take testimony in Alaska for the 
use of the Government in any matter concerning 
the public revenue. 

(R.S. § 1976.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 1976 derived from act Mar. 5, 1872, ch. 31, § 3, 17 
Stat. 35. 

§ 657. Repealed. Pub. L. 89–554, § 8(a), Sept. 6, 
1966, 80 Stat. 632 

Section, R.S. § 1974; act June 10, 1921, ch. 18, § 304, 42 
Stat. 204, related to traveling expenses for persons 
charged with management of seal fisheries in Alaska. 

§ 658. Repealed. Feb. 26, 1944, ch. 65, § 18, 58 Stat. 
104 

Section, acts Apr. 21, 1910, ch. 183, § 9, 36 Stat. 328; 
Mar. 4, 1913, ch. 141, § 1, 37 Stat. 736; 1939 Reorg. Plan 
No. II, § 4(e), eff. July 1, 1939, 4 F.R. 2731, 53 Stat. 1433, 
related to additional officers and agents to enforce seal 
fisheries law. 

§ 659. Sea lions; acts prohibiting killing repealed 

All Acts and parts of Acts making it unlawful 
to kill sea lions, as game animals or otherwise, 
in the waters of the Territory of Alaska are re-
pealed. 

(June 16, 1934, ch. 556, 48 Stat. 976; 1939 Reorg. 
Plan No. II, § 4(e), eff. July 1, 1939, 4 F.R. 2731, 53 
Stat. 1433; Pub. L. 92–522, title I, § 113(b), Oct. 21, 
1972, 86 Stat. 1042.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1972—Pub. L. 92–522 struck out proviso prohibiting 
killing of sea lions in waters of Alaska except under 
rules and regulations prescribed by Secretary of the In-
terior. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees, 
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with 
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, 
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out in 
the Appendix to Title 5, Government Organization and 
Employees. 

Reorg. Plan No. II of 1939, set out in the Appendix to 
Title 5, transferred Bureau of Fisheries in Department 
of Commerce, and its functions and functions of Sec-
retary of Commerce relating to protection of fur seals 
and other fur-bearing animals and supervision of Prib-
ilof Islands and care of natives thereof, to Department 
of the Interior. 

ADMISSION OF ALASKA AS STATE 

Admission of Alaska into the Union was accom-
plished Jan. 3, 1959, on issuance of Proc. No. 3269, Jan. 
3, 1959, 24 F.R. 81, 73 Stat. c16, as required by sections 
1 and 8(c) of Pub. L. 85–508, July 7, 1958, 72 Stat. 339, set 
out as notes preceding section 21 of Title 48, Territories 
and Insular Possessions. 

CHAPTER 5A—PROTECTION AND 
CONSERVATION OF WILDLIFE 

SUBCHAPTER I—GAME, FUR-BEARING ANIMALS, 
AND FISH 

Sec. 

661. Short title; authorization. 
662. Impounding, diverting, or controlling of wa-

ters. 
663. Impoundment or diversion of waters. 
664. Administration; rules and regulations; avail-

ability of lands to State agencies. 
665. Investigations as to effect of sewage, indus-

trial wastes; reports. 
665a. Maintenance of adequate water levels in 

upper Mississippi River. 
666. Authorization of appropriations. 
666a. Penalties. 
666b. Definitions. 
666c. Applicability to Tennessee Valley Authority. 
666c–1. Protection of water, oceans, coasts, and wild-

life from invasive species. 



Page 1093 TITLE 16—CONSERVATION § 661 

Sec. 

666d. Skagit National Wildlife Refuge; exchange of 
lands. 

666e. Administration of acquired lands. 
666f. Wildlife conservation and agricultural, indus-

trial, recreational, and related uses for cer-
tain Federal lands; transfer of lands to Sec-
retary of the Interior; administration, de-
velopment, and disposition. 

666g. Classification of lands; industrial leases; 
moneys subject to section 715s of this title; 
administration; jurisdiction of Federal 
agencies. 

667. Game management supply depots; appropria-
tions. 

667a. Omitted. 
667b. Transfer of certain real property for wildlife 

conservation purposes; reservation of 
rights. 

667c. Publication of designating order. 
667d. Reports to Congress. 
667e. Repealed. 
667f. Availability of grain to prevent waterfowl 

depredations; payment of packaging, trans-
porting, handling, and other charges. 

667f–1. Requisition of grain to prevent crop depreda-
tion by migratory waterfowl. 

667f–2. Reimbursement of packaging and transport-
ing expenses. 

667f–3. Authorization of appropriations for mitigat-
ing losses caused by waterfowl depredation. 

667g. Requisition of surplus grain; prevention of 
starvation of resident game birds and other 
resident wildlife; utilization by State agen-
cies; reimbursement for packaging and 
transporting. 

667g–1. Requisition and use of grain for prevention of 
starvation of migratory birds; reimburse-
ment for packaging and transporting. 

667g–2. Authorization of appropriations for reim-
bursement of Commodity Credit Corpora-
tion. 

SUBCHAPTER II—PROTECTION OF BALD AND 
GOLDEN EAGLES 

668. Bald and golden eagles. 
668a. Taking and using of the bald and golden eagle 

for scientific, exhibition, and religious pur-
poses. 

668b. Enforcement provisions. 
668c. Definitions. 
668d. Availability of appropriations for Migratory 

Bird Treaty Act. 

SUBCHAPTER III—ENDANGERED SPECIES OF 
FISH AND WILDLIFE 

668aa to 668cc–6. Repealed. 
668dd. National Wildlife Refuge System. 
668ee. Definitions. 
668ff to 668ss. Omitted. 

SUBCHAPTER I—GAME, FUR-BEARING 
ANIMALS, AND FISH 

§ 661. Short title; authorization 

(a) Short title 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Fish and Wild-
life Coordination Act’’. 

(b) Authorization 

For the purpose of recognizing the vital con-
tribution of our wildlife resources to the Nation, 
the increasing public interest and significance 
thereof due to expansion of our national econ-
omy and other factors, and to provide that wild-
life conservation shall receive equal consider-
ation and be coordinated with other features of 
water-resource development programs through 

the effectual and harmonious planning, develop-
ment, maintenance, and coordination of wildlife 
conservation and rehabilitation for the purposes 
of this Act in the United States, its Territories 
and possessions, the Secretary of the Interior is 
authorized (1) to provide assistance to, and co-
operate with, Federal, State, and public or pri-
vate agencies and organizations in the develop-
ment, protection, rearing, and stocking of all 
species of wildlife, resources thereof, and their 
habitat, in controlling losses of the same from 
disease or other causes, in minimizing damages 
from overabundant species, in providing public 
shooting and fishing areas, including easements 
across public lands for access thereto, and in 
carrying out other measures necessary to effec-
tuate the purposes of this Act; (2) to make sur-
veys and investigations of the wildlife of the 
public domain, including lands and waters or in-
terests therein acquired or controlled by any 
agency of the United States; and (3) to accept 
donations of land and contributions of funds in 
furtherance of the purposes of this Act. 

(Mar. 10, 1934, ch. 55, § 1, 48 Stat. 401; 1939 Reorg. 
Plan No. II, § 4(e), (f), eff. July 1, 1939, 4 F.R. 2731, 
53 Stat. 1433; Aug. 14, 1946, ch. 965, 60 Stat. 1080; 
Pub. L. 85–624, § 2, Aug. 12, 1958, 72 Stat. 563; Pub. 
L. 116–9, title VII, § 7001(b)(2)(A), Mar. 12, 2019, 
133 Stat. 779.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in text, is act Mar. 10, 1934, ch. 
55, 48 Stat. 401, known as the Fish and Wildlife Coordi-
nation Act, which is classified generally to sections 661 
to 666c–1 of this title. For complete classification of 
this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out below 
and Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

2019—Pub. L. 116–9 inserted section catchline, des-
ignated existing provisions as subsec. (b), inserted 
heading, and added subsec. (a). 

1958—Pub. L. 85–624 inserted provisions which relate 
to recognition of the vital contribution of wildlife re-
sources to the Nation, the increasing public interest 
and significance thereof, and to equal consideration 
and coordination of wildlife conservation with other 
water-resources development programs, and which au-
thorize the Secretary to provide public fishing areas, 
and to accept donations of lands and contributions of 
funds. 

1946—Act Aug. 14, 1946, amended section generally in 
order to promote more effectual planning and coopera-
tion between Federal, State, public, and private agen-
cies for the conservation and rehabilitation of wildlife. 

SHORT TITLE 

Pub. L. 85–624, § 1, Aug. 12, 1958, 72 Stat. 563, provided: 
‘‘That the Act of March 10, 1934, as amended [sections 
661 to 666c–1 of this title], and as further amended by 
this Act may be cited as the ‘Fish and Wildlife Coordi-
nation Act’.’’ 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Enforcement functions of Secretary or other official 
in Department of the Interior related to compliance 
with wildlife consultation in act Mar. 10, 1934 (see 
Short Title note above), and such functions of Sec-
retary or other official in Department of Agriculture, 
insofar as they involve lands and programs under juris-
diction of that Department, related to compliance with 
act Mar. 10, 1934, with respect to pre-construction, con-
struction, and initial operation of transportation sys-
tem for Canadian and Alaskan natural gas transferred 
to Federal Inspector, Office of Federal Inspector for 
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