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ized to be appropriated such sums as are necessary to 
carry out this subchapter for each of fiscal years 2004 
through 2008.’’ 

SUBCHAPTER V—HEALTHY FORESTS 
RESERVE PROGRAM 

§ 6571. Establishment of healthy forests reserve 
program 

(a) Establishment 

The Secretary of Agriculture shall establish 
the healthy forests reserve program for the pur-
pose of restoring and enhancing forest eco-
systems— 

(1) to promote the recovery of threatened 
and endangered species; 

(2) to improve biodiversity; 
(3) to conserve forest land that provides 

habitat for species described in section 6572(b) 
of this title; and 

(4) to enhance carbon sequestration. 

(b) Coordination 

The Secretary of Agriculture shall carry out 
the healthy forests reserve program in coordina-
tion with the Secretary of the Interior and the 
Secretary of Commerce. 

(Pub. L. 108–148, title V, § 501, Dec. 3, 2003, 117 
Stat. 1911; Pub. L. 115–334, title VIII, § 8407(a)(1), 
Dec. 20, 2018, 132 Stat. 4845.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Subsec. (a)(3), (4). Pub. L. 115–334 added par. (3) 
and redesignated former par. (3) as (4). 

§ 6572. Eligibility and enrollment of lands in pro-
gram 

(a) In general 

The Secretary of Agriculture, in coordination 
with the Secretary of the Interior and the Sec-
retary of Commerce, shall describe and define 
forest ecosystems that are eligible for enroll-
ment in the healthy forests reserve program. 

(b) Eligibility 

To be eligible for enrollment in the healthy 
forests reserve program, land shall be private 
forest land, or private land being restored to for-
est land, the enrollment of which will maintain, 
restore, enhance, or otherwise measurably— 

(1) increase the likelihood of recovery of a 
species that is listed as endangered or threat-
ened under section 1533 of this title; or 

(2) improve the well-being of a species that— 
(A) is— 

(i) not listed as endangered or threat-
ened under such section; and 

(ii) a candidate for such listing, a State- 
listed species, or a special concern species; 
or 

(B) is deemed a species of greatest con-
servation need by a State wildlife action 
plan. 

(c) Other considerations 

In enrolling land that satisfies the criteria 
under subsection (b), the Secretary of Agri-
culture shall give additional consideration to 
land the enrollment of which will— 

(1) improve biological diversity; 
(2) conserve forest land that provides habitat 

for species described in subsection (b); and 

(3) increase carbon sequestration. 

(d) Enrollment by willing owners 

The Secretary of Agriculture shall enroll land 
in the healthy forests reserve program only with 
the consent of the owner of the land. 

(e) Methods of enrollment 

(1) Authorized methods 

Land may be enrolled in the healthy forests 
reserve program in accordance with— 

(A) a 10-year cost-share agreement; 
(B) a 30-year easement; or 
(C)(i) a permanent easement; or 
(ii) in a State that imposes a maximum 

duration for easements, an easement for the 
maximum duration allowed under State law. 

(2) Acreage owned by Indian tribes 

(A) Definition of acreage owned by Indian 
tribes 

In this paragraph, the term ‘‘acreage 
owned by Indian tribes’’ includes— 

(i) land that is held in trust by the 
United States for Indian tribes or individ-
ual Indians; 

(ii) land, the title to which is held by In-
dian tribes or individual Indians subject to 
Federal restrictions against alienation or 
encumbrance; 

(iii) land that is subject to rights of use, 
occupancy, and benefit of certain Indian 
tribes; 

(iv) land that is held in fee title by an In-
dian tribe; or 

(v) land that is owned by a native cor-
poration formed under section 5124 of title 
25 or section 1607 of title 43; or 

(vi) a combination of 1 or more types of 
land described in clauses (i) through (v). 

(B) Enrollment of acreage 

In the case of acreage owned by an Indian 
tribe, the Secretary may enroll acreage into 
the healthy forests reserve program through 
the use of— 

(i) a 30-year contract (the value of which 
shall be equivalent to the value of a 30- 
year easement); 

(ii) a 10-year cost-share agreement; 
(iii) a permanent easement; or 
(iv) any combination of the options de-

scribed in clauses (i) through (iii). 

(f) Enrollment priority 

(1) Species 

The Secretary of Agriculture shall give pri-
ority to the enrollment of land that provides 
the greatest conservation benefit to— 

(A) primarily, species listed as endangered 
or threatened under section 1533 of this title; 
and 

(B) secondarily, species that— 
(i) are not listed as endangered or 

threatened under section 1533 of this title; 
but 

(ii)(I) are candidates for such listing, 
State-listed species, or special concern 
species; or 

(II) are deemed a species of greatest con-
servation need under a State wildlife ac-
tion plan. 
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