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shall, in determining the dispute, give substan-
tial deference to the need for maintaining par-
ent-child relationships, and any order issued by 
the court shall be in the best interests of the 
child. In actions to modify a court order brought 
under this subsection, the court and the master 
shall apply the law of the State in which the 
court order was issued or, in the case of the 
modification of a court order issued by a district 
court under this section, the law of the State in 
which the parent resides who was not relocated 
in connection with the protection provided 
under this chapter. The costs to the Government 
of carrying out a court order may be considered 
in an action brought under this subsection to 
modify that court order but shall not outweigh 
the relative interests of the parties themselves 
and the child. 

(4) Until a court order is modified under this 
subsection, all parties to that court order shall 
comply with their obligations under that court 
order subject to the limitations set forth in sub-
section (c) of this section. 

(5) With respect to any person provided protec-
tion under this chapter who is the parent of a 
child who is relocated in connection with such 
protection, the parent not relocated in connec-
tion with such protection may bring an action, 
in the District Court for the District of Colum-
bia or in the district court for the district in 
which that parent resides, for violation by that 
protected person of a court order with respect to 
custody or visitation of that child. If the court 
finds that such a violation has occurred, the 
court may hold in contempt the protected per-
son. Once held in contempt, the protected per-
son shall have a maximum of sixty days, in the 
discretion of the Attorney General, to comply 
with the court order. If the protected person 
fails to comply with the order within the time 
specified by the Attorney General, the Attorney 
General shall disclose the new identity and ad-
dress of the protected person to the other parent 
and terminate any financial assistance to the 
protected person unless otherwise directed by 
the court. 

(6) The United States shall be required by the 
court to pay litigation costs, including reason-
able attorneys’ fees, incurred by a parent who 
prevails in enforcing a custody or visitation 
order; but shall retain the right to recover such 
costs from the protected person. 

(e)(1) In any case in which the Attorney Gen-
eral determines that, as a result of the reloca-
tion of a person and a child of whom that person 
is a parent in connection with protection pro-
vided under this chapter, the implementation of 
a court order with respect to custody or visita-
tion of that child would be substantially impos-
sible, the Attorney General may bring, on behalf 
of the person provided protection under this 
chapter, an action to modify the court order. 
Such action may be brought in the district court 
for the district in which the parent resides who 
would not be or was not relocated in connection 
with the protection provided under this chapter. 
In an action brought under this paragraph, if the 
Attorney General establishes, by clear and con-
vincing evidence, that implementation of the 
court order involved would be substantially im-
possible, the court may modify the court order 

but shall, subject to appropriate security consid-
erations, provide an alternative as substantially 
equivalent to the original rights of the non-
relocating parent as feasible under the circum-
stances. 

(2) With respect to any State court order in ef-
fect to which this section applies, and with re-
spect to any district court order in effect which 
is issued under this section, if the parent who is 
not relocated in connection with protection pro-
vided under this chapter intentionally violates a 
reasonable security requirement imposed by the 
Attorney General with respect to the implemen-
tation of that court order, the Attorney General 
may bring an action in the district court for the 
district in which that parent resides to modify 
the court order. The court may modify the court 
order if the court finds such an intentional vio-
lation. 

(3) The procedures for mediation and arbitra-
tion provided under subsection (d) of this sec-
tion shall not apply to actions for modification 
brought under this subsection. 

(f) In any case in which a person provided pro-
tection under this chapter is the parent of a 
child of whom that person has custody and has 
obligations to another parent of that child con-
cerning custody and visitation of that child 
which are not imposed by court order, that per-
son, or the parent not relocated in connection 
with such protection, may bring an action in the 
district court of the district in which that par-
ent not relocated resides to obtain an order pro-
viding for custody or visitation, or both, of that 
child. In any such action, all the provisions of 
subsection (d) of this section shall apply. 

(g) In any case in which an action under this 
section involves court orders from different 
States with respect to custody or visitation of 
the same child, the court shall resolve any con-
flicts by applying the rules of conflict of laws of 
the State in which the court is sitting. 

(h)(1) Subject to paragraph (2), the costs of 
any action described in subsection (d), (e), or (f) 
of this section shall be paid by the United 
States. 

(2) The Attorney General shall insure that any 
State court order in effect to which this section 
applies and any district court order in effect 
which is issued under this section are carried 
out. The Department of Justice shall pay all 
costs and fees described in subsections (c) and 
(d) of this section. 

(i) As used in this section, the term ‘‘parent’’ 
includes any person who stands in the place of a 
parent by law. 

(Added Pub. L. 98–473, title II, § 1208, Oct. 12, 1984, 
98 Stat. 2159.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, referred to in 

subsec. (d)(3), are set out in the Appendix to Title 28, 

Judiciary and Judicial Procedure. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Oct. 1, 1984, see section 1210 of Pub. 

L. 98–473, set out as a note under section 3521 of this 

title. 

§ 3525. Victims Compensation Fund 

(a) The Attorney General may pay restitution 
to, or in the case of death, compensation for the 
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1 See References in Text note below. 

death of any victim of a crime that causes or 
threatens death or serious bodily injury and 
that is committed by any person during a period 
in which that person is provided protection 
under this chapter. 

(b) Not later than four months after the end of 
each fiscal year, the Attorney General shall 
transmit to the Congress a detailed report on 
payments made under this section for such year. 

(c) There are authorized to be appropriated for 
the fiscal year 1985 and for each fiscal year 
thereafter, $1,000,000 for payments under this 
section. 

(d) The Attorney General shall establish 
guidelines and procedures for making payments 
under this section. The payments to victims 
under this section shall be made for the types of 
expenses provided for in section 3579(b) 1 of this 
title, except that in the case of the death of the 
victim, an amount not to exceed $50,000 may be 
paid to the victim’s estate. No payment may be 
made under this section to a victim unless the 
victim has sought restitution and compensation 
provided under Federal or State law or by civil 
action. Such payments may be made only to the 
extent the victim, or the victim’s estate, has 
not otherwise received restitution and com-
pensation, including insurance payments, for 
the crime involved. Payments may be made 
under this section to victims of crimes occur-
ring on or after the date of the enactment of 
this chapter.1 In the case of a crime occurring 
before the date of the enactment of this chap-
ter,1 a payment may be made under this section 
only in the case of the death of the victim, and 
then only in an amount not exceeding $25,000, 
and such a payment may be made notwithstand-
ing the requirements of the third sentence of 
this subsection. 

(e) Nothing in this section shall be construed 
to create a cause of action against the United 
States. 

(Added Pub. L. 98–473, title II, § 1208, Oct. 12, 1984, 
98 Stat. 2162.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 3579(b) of this title, referred to in subsec. (d), 
was renumbered section 3663(b) of this title by Pub. L. 
98–473, title II, § 212(a)(1), Oct. 12, 1984, 98 Stat. 1987. 

The date of the enactment of this chapter, referred to 
in subsec. (d), is the date of enactment of Pub. L. 98–473, 
which was approved Oct. 12, 1984. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Oct. 1, 1984, see section 1210 of Pub. 
L. 98–473, set out as a note under section 3521 of this 
title. 

RESTITUTION TO ESTATE OF VICTIMS KILLED BEFORE 

OCTOBER 12, 1984; LIMITATION 

Pub. L. 99–180, title II, § 200, Dec. 13, 1985, 99 Stat. 1142, 
provided: ‘‘That restitution of not to exceed $25,000 
shall be paid to the estate of victims killed before Octo-
ber 12, 1984 as a result of crimes committed by persons 
who have been enrolled in the Federal witness protec-

tion program, if such crimes were committed within 

two years after protection was terminated, notwith-

standing any limitations contained in part (a) of sec-

tion 3525 of title 18 of the United States Code.’’ 

SIMILAR PROVISIONS 

Similar provisions were contained in the following 

prior appropriation act: 

Pub. L. 99–88, title I, § 100, Aug. 15, 1985, 99 Stat. 303. 

§ 3526. Cooperation of other Federal agencies 
and State governments; reimbursement of ex-
penses 

(a) Each Federal agency shall cooperate with 
the Attorney General in carrying out the provi-
sions of this chapter and may provide, on a 
reimbursable basis, such personnel and services 
as the Attorney General may request in carry-
ing out those provisions. 

(b) In any case in which a State government 
requests the Attorney General to provide pro-
tection to any person under this chapter— 

(1) the Attorney General may enter into an 
agreement with that State government in 
which that government agrees to reimburse 
the United States for expenses incurred in pro-
viding protection to that person under this 
chapter; and 

(2) the Attorney General shall enter into an 
agreement with that State government in 
which that government agrees to cooperate 
with the Attorney General in carrying out the 
provisions of this chapter with respect to all 
persons. 

(Added Pub. L. 98–473, title II, § 1208, Oct. 12, 1984, 
98 Stat. 2162.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Oct. 1, 1984, see section 1210 of Pub. 

L. 98–473, set out as a note under section 3521 of this 

title. 

§ 3527. Additional authority of Attorney General 

The Attorney General may enter into such 
contracts or other agreements as may be nec-
essary to carry out this chapter. Any such con-
tract or agreement which would result in the 
United States being obligated to make outlays 
may be entered into only to the extent and in 
such amount as may be provided in advance in 
an appropriation Act. 

(Added Pub. L. 98–473, title II, § 1208, Oct. 12, 1984, 
98 Stat. 2163.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Oct. 1, 1984, see section 1210 of Pub. 

L. 98–473, set out as a note under section 3521 of this 

title. 

§ 3528. Definition 

For purposes of this chapter, the term ‘‘State’’ 
means each of the several States, the District of 
Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, 
and any territory or possession of the United 
States. 

(Added Pub. L. 98–473, title II, § 1208, Oct. 12, 1984, 
98 Stat. 2163.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Oct. 1, 1984, see section 1210 of Pub. 

L. 98–473, set out as a note under section 3521 of this 

title. 

CHAPTER 225—VERDICT 

Sec. 

3531. Return; several defendants; conviction of less 

offense; poll of jury—Rule. 

3532. Setting aside verdict of guilty; judgment not-

withstanding verdict—Rule. 
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