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EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2007 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 110–161, div. H, title I, § 104(b), Dec. 26, 2007, 121 
Stat. 2225, provided that: ‘‘The amendments made by 
this section [amending this section] shall apply with 
respect to fiscal year 2008 and each succeeding fiscal 
year.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2005 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 109–13, div. A, title III, § 3401(c), May 11, 2005, 
119 Stat. 272, provided that: ‘‘The amendments made by 
this section [amending this section] shall take effect as 
if included in the enactment of the Legislative Branch 
Appropriations Act, 2005 [Pub. L. 108–447, div. G].’’ 

MEMBERSHIP IN HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES EXERCISE 

FACILITY FOR ACTIVE DUTY ARMED FORCES MEMBERS 

ASSIGNED TO CONGRESSIONAL LIAISON OFFICE 

Pub. L. 111–248, § 1, Sept. 30, 2010, 124 Stat. 2625, pro-
vided that: ‘‘Any active duty member of the Armed 
Forces who is assigned to a congressional liaison office 

of the Armed Forces at the House of Representatives 

may obtain membership in the exercise facility estab-

lished for employees of the House of Representatives 

(as described in section 103(a) of the Legislative Branch 

Appropriations Act, 2005 [118 Stat. 3174]) in the same 

manner as an employee of the House of Representa-

tives, in accordance with such regulations as the Com-

mittee on House Administration may promulgate.’’ 

§ 5546. Support services for House during emer-
gency; memorandum of understanding with 
an executive agency 

(a) Authorization 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law— 
(1) subject to subsection (b), the Chief Ad-

ministrative Officer of the House of Represent-
atives and the head of an executive agency (as 
defined in section 105 of title 5) may enter into 
a memorandum of understanding under which 
the agency may provide facilities, equipment, 
supplies, personnel, and other support services 
for the use of the House of Representatives 
during an emergency situation; and 

(2) the Chief Administrative Officer and the 
head of the agency may take any action nec-
essary to carry out the terms of the memoran-
dum of understanding. 

(b) Approval of Speaker required 

The Chief Administrative Officer of the House 
of Representatives may not enter into a memo-
randum of understanding described in sub-
section (a)(1) without the approval of the Speak-
er of the House of Representatives. 

(c) Applicability 

This section shall apply with respect to fiscal 
year 2002 and each succeeding fiscal year. 

(Pub. L. 107–117, div. B, § 904, Jan. 10, 2002, 115 
Stat. 2318.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 130h of this 

title prior to editorial reclassification and renumbering 

as this section. 
Section is from the Emergency Supplemental Act, 

2002, which is div. B of the Department of Defense and 

Emergency Supplemental Appropriations for Recovery 

from and Response to Terrorist Attacks on the United 

States Act, 2002. 

§ 5547. Emergency expenditures for meals, re-
freshments, and other support and mainte-
nance 

(a) At any time on or after February 20, 2003, 
the Chief Administrative Officer of the House of 

Representatives may incur obligations and 
make expenditures out of available appropria-
tions for meals, refreshments, and other support 
and maintenance for Members, officers, and em-
ployees of the House of Representatives when, in 
the judgment of the Chief Administrative Offi-
cer, such obligations and expenditures are nec-
essary to respond to emergencies involving the 
safety of human life or the protection of prop-
erty. 

(b) Nothing in this section may be construed 
to affect any other authority of the Chief Ad-
ministrative Officer to incur obligations and 
make expenditures for the items and services de-
scribed in subsection (a) for Members, officers, 
and employees of the House of Representatives. 

(Pub. L. 108–7, div. H, title I, § 107, Feb. 20, 2003, 
117 Stat. 355.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 130k of this 

title prior to editorial reclassification and renumbering 

as this section. 
Section is from the Legislative Branch Appropria-

tions Act, 2003, which is div. H of the Consolidated Ap-

propriations Resolution, 2003. 

SUBCHAPTER IV—CLERK 

§ 5561. Reporters for House of Representatives 

No person shall be employed as a reporter for 
the House of Representatives without the ap-
proval of the Speaker. 

(R.S. § 54.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 84a of this 

title prior to editorial reclassification and renumbering 

as this section. 
R.S. § 54 derived from act Apr. 2, 1872, ch. 79, § 3, 17 

Stat. 47. 

§ 5562. Preservation of reports, statements, or 
documents filed with Clerk of House 

(a) If the Clerk of the House of Representa-
tives is required under any law, rule, or regula-
tion to make available for public inspection a 
report, statement, or other document filed with 
the Office of the Clerk, the Clerk shall preserve 
the report, statement, or document— 

(1) for a period of 6 years from the date on 
which the document is filed; or 

(2) if the law, rule, or regulation so provides, 
the period required under such law, rule, or 
regulation. 

(b) Subsection (a) shall apply with respect to 
reports, statements, and documents filed before, 
on, or after December 8, 2004. 

(Pub. L. 108–447, div. G, title I, § 106, Dec. 8, 2004, 
118 Stat. 3176.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 104c of this 

title prior to editorial reclassification and renumbering 

as this section. 
Section is from the Legislative Branch Appropria-

tions Act, 2005, which is div. G of the Consolidated Ap-

propriations Act, 2005. 

§ 5563. Index to House daily calendar 

The index to the daily calendar of business of 
the House of Representatives shall be printed 
only on Monday of each week. 
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(Mar. 1, 1921, ch. 89, § 1, 41 Stat. 1181.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 115 of this 

title prior to editorial reclassification and renumbering 

as this section. 

SUBCHAPTER V—GENERAL COUNSEL 

§ 5571. Office of General Counsel of House; ad-
ministrative provisions 

(a) Compliance with admission requirements 

The General Counsel of the House of Rep-
resentatives and any other counsel in the Office 
of the General Counsel of the House of Rep-
resentatives, including any counsel specially re-
tained by the Office of General Counsel, shall be 
entitled, for the purpose of performing the coun-
sel’s functions, to enter an appearance in any 
proceeding before any court of the United States 
or of any State or political subdivision thereof 
without compliance with any requirements for 
admission to practice before such court, except 
that the authorization conferred by this sub-
section shall not apply with respect to the ad-
mission of any such person to practice before 
the United States Supreme Court. 

(b) Notification by Attorney General 

The Attorney General shall notify the General 
Counsel of the House of Representatives as re-
quired by section 530D of title 28. 

(c) General Counsel definition 

In this section, the term ‘‘General Counsel of 
the House of Representatives’’ means— 

(1) the head of the Office of General Counsel 
established and operating under clause 8 of 
rule II of the Rules of the House of Represent-
atives; 

(2) the head of any successor office to the Of-
fice of General Counsel which is established 
after September 29, 1999; and 

(3) any other person authorized and directed 
in accordance with the Rules of the House of 
Representatives to provide legal assistance 
and representation to the House in connection 
with the matters described in this section. 

(d) Effective date 

The provisions of this section shall become ef-
fective beginning with September 29, 1999. 

(Pub. L. 106–57, title I, § 101, Sept. 29, 1999, 113 
Stat. 414; Pub. L. 107–273, div. A, title II, 
§ 202(b)(5), Nov. 2, 2002, 116 Stat. 1775; Pub. L. 
108–7, div. H, title I, § 110(a), Feb. 20, 2003, 117 
Stat. 355.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 130f of this 

title prior to editorial reclassification and renumbering 

as this section. 

Section is from the Congressional Operations Appro-

priations Act, 2000, which is title I of the Legislative 

Branch Appropriations Act, 2000. 

AMENDMENTS 

2003—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 108–7 amended Pub. L. 

107–273. See 2002 Amendment note below. 

2002—Pub. L. 107–273, as amended by Pub. L. 108–7, 

substituted ‘‘as required by section 530D of title 28’’ for 

‘‘with respect to any proceeding in which the United 

States is a party of any determination by the Attorney 

General or Solicitor General not to appeal any court 

decision affecting the constitutionality of an Act or 

joint resolution of Congress within such time as will 

enable the House to direct the General Counsel to in-

tervene as a party in such proceeding pursuant to ap-

plicable rules of the House of Representatives’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2003 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 108–7, div. H, title I, § 110(c), Feb. 20, 2003, 117 

Stat. 355, provided that: ‘‘The amendments made by 

this section [amending this section and section 288k of 

this title] shall take effect as if included in the enact-

ment of the 21st Century Department of Justice Appro-

priations Authorization Act [Pub. L. 107–273].’’ 

SUBCHAPTER VI—INTERPARLIAMENTARY 
AFFAIRS 

§ 5581. Participation by House in inter-
parliamentary institutions; reception of 
members of foreign legislative bodies and 
foreign officials; meetings with Government 
officials 

(a) It is the purpose of this section to enable 
the House of Representatives more properly to 
discharge and coordinate its activities and re-
sponsibilities in connection with participation 
in various interparliamentary institutions, to 
facilitate the interchange and reception in the 
United States of members of foreign legislative 
bodies and permanent officials of foreign gov-
ernments, and to enable the House of Represent-
atives to host meetings with senior United 
States Government officials and other dig-
nitaries in order to discuss matters relevant to 
United States relations with other countries. 

(b) For payment of expenses incurred in carry-
ing out subsection (a) of this section, there shall 
be paid out of the applicable accounts of the 
House of Representatives, until otherwise pro-
vided by law, such sums as may be necessary but 
not to exceed $40,000 in any calendar year. Such 
payments shall be made on vouchers signed by 
the chairman of the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs and approved by the Committee on House 
Oversight. 

(Pub. L. 95–391, title I, § 111, Sept. 30, 1978, 92 
Stat. 777; Pub. L. 103–437, § 2(b), Nov. 2, 1994, 108 
Stat. 4581; Pub. L. 104–186, title II, § 204(72), Aug. 
20, 1996, 110 Stat. 1741; Pub. L. 105–275, title I, 
§ 102, Oct. 21, 1998, 112 Stat. 2438; Pub. L. 108–83, 
title I, § 103(e), Sept. 30, 2003, 117 Stat. 1017.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 130–1 of 

this title prior to editorial reclassification and renum-

bering as this section. 

Section is based on section 1 of House Resolution No. 

1047, Ninety-fifth Congress, Apr. 4, 1978, which was en-

acted into permanent law by Pub. L. 95–391. 

AMENDMENTS 

2003—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 108–83 substituted ‘‘$40,000’’ 

for ‘‘$80,000’’. 

1998—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 105–275 substituted ‘‘$80,000’’ 

for ‘‘$55,000’’. 

1996—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 104–186 substituted ‘‘appli-

cable accounts of the House of Representatives’’ for 

‘‘contingent fund of the House’’ and ‘‘House Oversight’’ 

for ‘‘House Administration’’. 

1994—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 103–437 substituted ‘‘Com-

mittee on Foreign Affairs’’ for ‘‘Committee on Inter-

national Relations’’. 
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