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For complete classification of title VII to the Code, see
Short Title note set out under section 9901 of this title
and Tables.

§9905. Private sector consultation and coordina-
tion

(a) Consultation with private sector by embassy

In developing the priorities for trade expan-
sion initiatives described in section 9904(d) of
this title, embassy mission teams shall convene
local representatives of the United States pri-
vate sector and the private sector of host coun-
tries to consult on issues affecting trade at the
borders of such countries and take into account
the private sector’s operational expertise and
experience confronting the trade barriers in
such countries as well as its recommendations
for reform and best practices.

(b) Inclusion of private-sector comments in mis-
sion plans

Written comments from local United States
private sector representatives shall be included
in the trade expansion component of mission
plans submitted by the chief of mission to the
Secretary of State, with recommendations and
comments from the mission team, for the pur-
pose of informing the development of the joint
strategic plan on trade expansion priorities re-
quired pursuant to section 9904(c)(4) of this title
and recommended funding for the implementa-
tion of such plan.

(c) Designated embassy point of contact for pri-
vate sector consultation

Each chief of mission shall designate an appro-
priate point of contact within the embassy who
shall receive recommendations from appropriate
private sector representatives regarding the im-
plementation of the strategic plan required
under section 9904(c)(4) of this title and ongoing
trade barriers negatively impacting priority
trade expansion. The chief of mission shall en-
sure that the designated point of contact shall
be reasonably available for consultations with
appropriate private sector representatives and
to receive recommendations with respect to
country-specific issues that may arise that will
foreseeably disrupt trade.

(d) Requirement to protect business confidential
information
(1) In general
The Secretary of State, Secretary of Com-
merce, and United States Trade Representa-

tive as well as the heads of all other agencies
involved in the Economic Diplomacy Action
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Group established under section 9904(c) of this
title shall protect from disclosure any propri-
etary information submitted by any private
sector representative and marked as ‘‘business
confidential information’, unless the party
submitting the confidential business informa-
tion had notice, at the time of submission,
that such information would be released by
the head of any such department or agency, or
such party subsequently consents to the re-
lease of the information. To the extent busi-
ness confidential information is provided, a
non-confidential version of the information
shall also be provided, in which the business
confidential information is summarized or, if
necessary, deleted.

(2) Treatment as trade secrets

Proprietary information submitted by a pri-
vate party in accordance with this chapter
shall be considered to be a matter falling with-
in the meaning of trade secrets and commer-
cial or financial information exemption under
section 552(b)(4) of title 5 and shall be exempt
from disclosure without the express approval
of the private party.

(Pub. L. 116-94, div. J, title VII, §709, Dec. 20,
2019, 133 Stat. 3074.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

This chapter, referred to in subsec. (d)(2), was in the
original ‘‘this Act’ and was translated as reading ‘‘this
title”’, meaning title VII of div. J of Pub. L. 116-94, Dec.
20, 2019, 133 Stat. 3069, known as the Championing
American Business Through Diplomacy Act of 2019, to
reflect the probable intent of Congress, notwithstand-
ing section 3 of Pub. L. 116-94, set out as a note under
section 1 of Title 1, General Provisions. Title VII is
classified principally to this chapter. For complete
classification of title VII to the Code, see Short Title
note set out under section 9901 of this title and Tables.

§9906. Improving awareness of United States
Government tools and services to support
United States businesses overseas

The Secretary of State and the Secretary of
Commerce shall take actions to improve the
awareness of United States businesses with re-
spect to United States Government tools and
services to assist such businesses overseas, espe-
cially small and medium-sized enterprises, in-
cluding by coordinating with State trade agen-
cies, Export Assistance Centers, and Small Busi-
nesses Development Centers.

(Pub. L. 116-94, div. J, title VII, §710, Dec. 20,
2019, 133 Stat. 3075.)
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