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(1) It is the established policy of the United 
States to support and seek protection of tropi-
cal forests and coral reef ecosystems around 
the world. 

(2) Tropical forests provide a wide range of 
benefits to humankind by— 

(A) harboring a major share of the Earth’s 
biological and terrestrial resources, which 
are the basis for developing pharmaceutical 
products and revitalizing agricultural crops; 

(B) playing a critical role as carbon sinks 
in reducing greenhouse gases in the atmos-
phere, thus moderating potential global cli-
mate change; and 

(C) regulating hydrological cycles on 
which agricultural and coastal resources de-
pend. 

(3) International negotiations and assistance 
programs to conserve forest resources have 
proliferated over the past decade, but the 
rapid rate of tropical deforestation continues 
unabated. 

(4) Developing countries with urgent needs 
for investment and capital for development 
have allocated a significant amount of their 
forests to logging concessions. 

(5) Poverty and economic pressures on the 
populations of developing countries have, over 
time, resulted in clearing of vast areas of for-
est for conversion to agriculture, which is 
often unsustainable in the poor soils underly-
ing tropical forests. 

(6) Debt reduction can reduce economic pres-
sures on developing countries and result in in-
creased protection for tropical forests and 
coral reef ecosystems. 

(7) Finding economic benefits to local com-
munities from sustainable uses of tropical for-
ests and coral reef ecosystems is critical to 
the protection of such areas. 

(b) Purposes 

The purposes of this subchapter are— 
(1) to recognize the values received by 

United States citizens from protection of trop-
ical forests and coral reef ecosystems; 

(2) to facilitate greater protection of tropi-
cal forests and coral ecosystems (and to give 
priority to protecting areas with the highest 
levels of biodiversity and under the most se-
vere threat) by providing for the alleviation of 
debt in countries where tropical forests and 
coral reef ecosystems are located, thus allow-
ing the use of additional resources to protect 
these critical resources and reduce economic 
pressures that have led to deforestation; 

(3) to ensure that resources freed from debt 
in such countries are targeted to protection of 
tropical forests and coral reef ecosystems and 
their associated values; and 

(4) to rechannel existing resources to facili-
tate the protection of tropical forests and 
coral reef ecosystems. 

(Pub. L. 87–195, pt. V, § 802, as added Pub. L. 
105–214, § 1, July 29, 1998, 112 Stat. 885; amended 
Pub. L. 115–440, § 3(a), Jan. 14, 2019, 132 Stat. 
5580.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 2431, Pub. L. 87–195, pt. V, § 801, as 
added Pub. L. 93–189, § 24, Dec. 17, 1973, 87 Stat. 728, au-

thorized the President to furnish assistance for relief 
and reconstruction of South Vietnam, Cambodia, and 
Laos, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 94–329, title IV, § 413(a), 
June 30, 1976, 90 Stat. 761. 

A prior section 802 of Pub. L. 87–195, pt. V, was classi-
fied to section 2432 of this title prior to repeal by Pub. 
L. 94–329. 

AMENDMENTS 

2019—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 115–440, § 3(a)(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘tropical forests and coral reef ecosystems’’ 
for ‘‘tropical forests’’. 

Subsec. (a)(2)(C). Pub. L. 115–440, § 3(a)(2), struck out 
‘‘far-flung’’ before ‘‘agricultural’’. 

Subsec. (a)(6). Pub. L. 115–440, § 3(a)(1), substituted 
‘‘tropical forests and coral reef ecosystems’’ for ‘‘tropi-
cal forests’’. 

Subsec. (a)(7). Pub. L. 115–440, § 3(a)(3), substituted 
‘‘tropical forests and coral reef ecosystems is critical 
to the protection of such areas’’ for ‘‘tropical forests is 
critical to the protection of tropical forests’’. 

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 115–440, § 3(a)(1), substituted 
‘‘tropical forests and coral reef ecosystems’’ for ‘‘tropi-
cal forests’’. 

Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 115–440, § 3(a)(4), substituted 
‘‘protection of tropical forests and coral ecosystems’’ 
for ‘‘protection of tropical forests’’, ‘‘protecting areas’’ 
for ‘‘protecting tropical forests’’, and ‘‘where tropical 
forests and coral reef ecosystems’’ for ‘‘‘where tropical 
forests’’. 

Subsec. (b)(3), (4). Pub. L. 115–440, § 3(a)(1), substituted 
‘‘tropical forests and coral reef ecosystems’’ for ‘‘tropi-
cal forests’’. 

SHORT TITLE 

For short title of this subchapter as the ‘‘Tropical 
Forest and Coral Reef Conservation Act of 1998’’, see 
section 801 of Pub. L. 87–195, set out as a note under sec-
tion 2151 of this title. 

§ 2431a. Definitions 

As used in this subchapter: 

(1) Administering body 

The term ‘‘administering body’’ means the 
entity provided for in section 2431g(c) of this 
title. 

(2) Appropriate congressional committees 

The term ‘‘appropriate congressional com-
mittees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on International Rela-
tions and the Committee on Appropriations 
of the House of Representatives; and 

(B) the Committee on Foreign Relations 
and the Committee on Appropriations of the 
Senate. 

(3) Beneficiary country 

The term ‘‘beneficiary country’’ means an 
eligible country with respect to which the au-
thority of section 2431d(a)(1) of this title, sec-
tion 2431e(a)(1) of this title, or paragraph (1) or 
(2) of section 2431f(a) of this title is exercised. 

(4) Board 

The term ‘‘Board’’ means the board referred 
to in section 2431i of this title. 

(5) Developing country with a tropical forest 
or coral reef 

The term ‘‘developing country with a tropi-
cal forest or coral reef’’ means— 

(A)(i) a country that has a per capita in-
come of $725 or less in 1994 United States dol-
lars (commonly referred to as ‘‘low-income 
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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘Anthozoa;’’. 

country’’), as determined and adjusted on an 
annual basis by the International Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development in its 
World Development Report; or 

(ii) a country that has a per capita income 
of more than $725 but less than $8,956 in 1994 
United States dollars (commonly referred to 
as ‘‘middle-income country’’), as determined 
and adjusted on an annual basis by the 
International Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development in its World Development Re-
port; and 

(B) a country that contains at least one 
tropical forest or coral reef that is globally 
outstanding in terms of its biological diver-
sity or represents one of the larger intact 
blocks of tropical forests or coral reefs left, 
on a regional, continental, or global scale. 

(6) Eligible country 

The term ‘‘eligible country’’ means a coun-
try designated by the President in accordance 
with section 2431c of this title. 

(7) Conservation Agreement 

The term ‘‘Conservation Agreement’’ or 
‘‘Agreement’’ means a Conservation Agree-
ment provided for in section 2431g of this title. 

(8) Conservation Facility 

The term ‘‘Conservation Facility’’ or ‘‘Facil-
ity’’ means the Conservation Facility estab-
lished in the Department of the Treasury by 
section 2431b of this title. 

(9) Conservation Fund 

The term ‘‘Conservation Fund’’ or ‘‘Fund’’ 
means a Conservation Fund provided for in 
section 2431h of this title. 

(10) Coral 

The term ‘‘coral’’ means species of the phy-
lum Cnidaria, including— 

(A) all species of the orders Antipatharia 
(black corals), Scleractinia (stony corals), 
Alcyonacea (soft corals), Gorgonacea (horny 
corals), Stolonifera (organpipe corals and 
others), and Coenothecalia (blue coral), of 
the class Anthoza; 1 and 

(B) all species of the order Hydrocorallina 
(fire corals and hydrocorals) of the class 
Hydrozoa. 

(11) Coral reef 

The term ‘‘coral reef’’ means any reef or 
shoal composed primarily of coral. 

(12) Coral reef ecosystem 

The term ‘‘coral reef ecosystem’’ means any 
coral reef and any coastal marine ecosystem 
surrounding, or directly related to, a coral 
reef and important to maintaining the eco-
logical integrity of that coral reef, such as 
seagrasses, mangroves, sandy seabed commu-
nities, and immediately adjacent coastal 
areas. 

(Pub. L. 87–195, pt. V, § 803, as added Pub. L. 
105–214, § 1, July 29, 1998, 112 Stat. 886; amended 
Pub. L. 115–440, §§ 3(b), 4(b), 8(e), 9(b)(1), Jan. 14, 
2019, 132 Stat. 5581, 5583, 5584.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 803 of Pub. L. 87–195, pt. V, was classi-
fied to section 2433 of this title prior to repeal by Pub. 
L. 94–329. 

AMENDMENTS 

2019—Par. (5). Pub. L. 115–440, § 3(b)(1)(A), (B), sub-
stituted ‘‘tropical forest or coral reef’’ for ‘‘tropical 
forest’’ in heading and introductory provisions. 

Par. (5)(B). Pub. L. 115–440, § 3(b)(1)(C), substituted 
‘‘tropical forest or coral reef’’ for ‘‘tropical forest’’ and 
‘‘tropical forests or coral reefs’’ for ‘‘tropical forests’’. 

Par. (7). Pub. L. 115–440, § 8(e), substituted ‘‘Conserva-
tion Agreement’’ for ‘‘Tropical Forest Agreement’’ in 
heading and in two places in text. 

Par. (8). Pub. L. 115–440, § 4(b), substituted ‘‘Conserva-
tion Facility’’ for ‘‘Tropical Forest Facility’’ in head-
ing and in two places in text. 

Par. (9). Pub. L. 115–440, § 9(b)(1), substituted ‘‘Con-
servation Fund’’ for ‘‘Tropical Forest Fund’’ in heading 
and in two places in text. 

Pars. (10) to (12). Pub. L. 115–440, § 3(b)(2), added pars. 
(10) to (12). 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on International Relations of House of 
Representatives changed to Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs of House of Representatives by House Resolution 
No. 6, One Hundred Tenth Congress, Jan. 5, 2007. 

§ 2431b. Establishment of Facility 

There is established in the Department of the 
Treasury an entity to be known as the ‘‘Con-
servation Facility’’ for the purpose of providing 
for the administration of debt reduction in ac-
cordance with this subchapter. 

(Pub. L. 87–195, pt. V, § 804, as added Pub. L. 
105–214, § 1, July 29, 1998, 112 Stat. 887; amended 
Pub. L. 115–440, § 4(a), Jan. 14, 2019, 132 Stat. 
5581.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 804 of Pub. L. 87–195, pt. V, was classi-
fied to section 2434 of this title prior to repeal by Pub. 
L. 94–329. 

AMENDMENTS 

2019—Pub. L. 115–440 substituted ‘‘Conservation Facil-
ity’’ for ‘‘Tropical Forest Facility’’. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Pub. L. 115–440, § 4(c), Jan. 14, 2019, 132 Stat. 5582, pro-
vided that: ‘‘Any reference in any other provision of 
law, regulation, document, paper, or other record of the 
United States to the ‘Tropical Forest Facility’ shall be 
deemed to be a reference to the ‘Conservation Facil-
ity’.’’ 

§ 2431c. Eligibility for benefits 

(a) In general 

To be eligible for benefits from the Facility 
under this subchapter, a country shall be a de-
veloping country with a tropical forest or coral 
reef— 

(1) whose government is democratically 
elected; 

(2) whose government has not repeatedly 
provided support for acts of international ter-
rorism; 

(3) whose government is not failing to co-
operate on international narcotics control 
matters; 

(4) whose government (including its military 
or other security forces) does not engage in a 
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