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1 So in original. 

§ 2706a. Rewards payments 

The Secretary may transfer to and merge with 
‘‘Emergencies in the Diplomatic and Consular 
Service’’ for rewards payments unobligated bal-
ances of funds appropriated under ‘‘Diplomatic 
and Consular Programs’’ for this fiscal year and 
for each fiscal year on and after December 26, 
2007, at no later than the end of the fifth fiscal 
year after the fiscal year for which any such 
funds were appropriated or otherwise made 
available. 

(Pub. L. 110–161, div. J, title I (part), Dec. 26, 
2007, 121 Stat. 2278.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Secretary, referred to in text, means the Secretary of 
State. 

REFERENCES TO DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR PROGRAMS 
ACCOUNT 

References to the Diplomatic and Consular Programs 
account to be construed to include the Diplomatic Pro-
grams account in fiscal year 2020 and each fiscal year 
thereafter, see par. (7) of title I of div. G of Pub. L. 
116–94, set out as a note under section 2651 of this title. 

§ 2707. International communications and infor-
mation policy; duties of Secretary of State 

(a) Repealed. Pub. L. 103–236, title I, 
§ 162(k)(1)(A), Apr. 30, 1994, 108 Stat. 408. 

(b) The Secretary of State shall be responsible 
for formulation, coordination, and oversight of 
foreign policy related to international commu-
nications and information policy. The Secretary 
of State shall— 

(1) exercise primary authority for the con-
duct of foreign policy with respect to such 
telecommunications functions, including the 
determination of United States positions and 
the conduct of United States participation in 
negotiations with foreign governments and 
international bodies. In exercising this respon-
sibility, the Secretary shall coordinate with 
other agencies as appropriate, and, in particu-
lar, shall give full consideration to the author-
ity vested by law or Executive order in the 
Federal Communications Commission, the De-
partment of Commerce and the Office of the 
United States Trade Representative in this 
area; 

(2) maintain continuing liaison with other 
executive branch agencies concerned with 
international communications and informa-
tion policy and with the Federal Communica-
tions Commission, as appropriate; 

(3) in accordance with such authority as may 
be delegated by the President pursuant to Ex-
ecutive order, supervise and coordinate the ac-
tivities of any senior interagency policy-
making group on international telecommuni-
cations and information policy and chair such 
interagency meetings as may be necessary to 
coordinate actions on pending issues;; 1 

(4) coordinate the activities of, and assist as 
appropriate, interagency working level task 
forces and committees concerned with specific 
aspects of international communications and 
information policy; 

(5) maintain liaison with the members and 
staffs of committees of the Congress concerned 
with international communications and infor-
mation policy and provide testimony before 
such committees; 

(6) maintain appropriate liaison with rep-
resentatives of the private sector to keep in-
formed of their interests and problems, meet 
with them, and provide such assistance as may 
be needed to ensure that matters of concern to 
the private sector are promptly considered by 
the Department or other executive branch 
agencies; and 

(7) assist in arranging meetings of such pub-
lic sector advisory groups as may be estab-
lished to advise the Department of State and 
other executive branch agencies in connection 
with international communications and infor-
mation policy issues. 

(Aug. 1, 1956, ch. 841, title I, § 35, as added Pub. 
L. 98–164, title I, § 124, Nov. 22, 1983, 97 Stat. 1025; 
amended Pub. L. 100–204, title I, § 173(a)(1), Dec. 
22, 1987, 101 Stat. 1360; Pub. L. 103–236, title I, 
§ 162(k)(1), Apr. 30, 1994, 108 Stat. 408.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 35 of act Aug. 1, 1956, was renumbered 
section 36 by section 124 of Pub. L. 98–164, and subse-
quently renumbered, and set out as a Short Title of 1956 
Amendment note under section 2651 of this title, prior 
to repeal by Pub. L. 102–138, title I, § 111(1), Oct. 28, 1991, 
105 Stat. 654. 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103–236, § 162(k)(1)(A), struck 
out subsec. (a) which read as follows: ‘‘The Secretary of 
State shall assign responsibility for international com-
munications and information policy matters within the 
Department of State to an appropriate Under Secretary 
of State (hereafter in this section referred to as the 
‘Under Secretary’).’’ 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 103–236, § 162(k)(1)(B)(i), inserted 
introductory provisions and struck out former intro-
ductory provisions which read as follows: ‘‘The Sec-
retary of State shall establish, within the Department 
of State, an Office of the Coordinator for International 
Communications and Information Policy, headed by a 
Coordinator who shall be responsible to the Under Sec-
retary. The Coordinator shall be appointed by the 
President, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, and shall have the rank of ambassador. The Co-
ordinator shall be compensated at the annual rate of 
pay for positions authorized by section 5315 of title 5. 
The Coordinator shall be responsible, on behalf of the 
Under Secretary, for formulation, coordination, and 
oversight of international communications and infor-
mation policy assigned to the Under Secretary. On 
behalf of the Under Secretary, the Coordinator
shall—’’. 

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 103–236, § 162(k)(1)(B)(iv), added 
par. (1). Former par. (1) redesignated (2). 

Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 103–236, § 162(k)(1)(B)(ii), (iii), 
(v), redesignated par. (1) as (2), struck out ‘‘with the bu-
reaus and offices of the Department of State and’’ after 
‘‘continuing liaison’’, inserted ‘‘and with the Federal 
Communications Commission, as appropriate’’ before 
semicolon, and struck out former par. (2) which read as 
follows: ‘‘in accordance with such authority as may be 
delegated by the President pursuant to Executive 
order, chair such agency and interagency meetings as 
may be necessary to coordinate actions on pending is-
sues to ensure proper policy coordination;’’. 

Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 103–236, § 162(k)(1)(B)(vi), sub-
stituted ‘‘any senior interagency policymaking group 
on international telecommunications and information 
policy and chair such interagency meetings as may be 
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