§213

(2) the term ‘‘unique identifier” means any
visual designation affixed to a conspicuous lo-
cation on the passport indicating that the in-
dividual is a covered sex offender; and

(3) the term ‘‘passport’” means a passport
book or passport card.

(d) Prohibition

The Secretary of State, the Secretary of
Homeland Security, and the Attorney General,
and their agencies, officers, employees, and
agents, shall not be liable to any person for any
action taken under this section.

(e) Disclosure

In furtherance of this section, the Secretary of
State may require a passport applicant to dis-
close that they are a registered sex offender.

(f) Effective date

This section shall take effect upon certifi-
cation by the Secretary of State, the Secretary
of Homeland Security, and the Attorney Gen-
eral, that the process developed and reported to
the appropriate congressional committees under
section 21507 of title 34 has been successfully im-
plemented.

(Pub. L. 110457, title II, §240, as added Pub. L.
114-119, §8, Feb. 8, 2016, 130 Stat. 24.)

§213. Application for passport; verification by
oath of initial passport

Before a passport is issued to any person by or
under authority of the United States such per-
son shall subscribe to and submit a written ap-
plication which shall contain a true recital of
each and every matter of fact which may be re-
quired by law or by any rules authorized by law
to be stated as a prerequisite to the issuance of
any such passport. If the applicant has not pre-
viously been issued a United States passport,
the application shall be duly verified by his oath
before a person authorized and empowered by
the Secretary of State to administer oaths.

(June 15, 1917, ch. 30, title IX, §1, 40 Stat. 227;
Pub. L. 90-428, §3, July 26, 1968, 82 Stat. 446.)

CODIFICATION

Second sentence of act June 15, 1917, which related to
fees for taking application for passport, was omitted as
superseded by sections 214 to 217a of this title.

AMENDMENTS

1968—Pub. L. 90-428 substituted provisions requiring
that the initial passport application be duly verified
under oath before a person authorized and empowered
by the Secretary of State to administer oaths for provi-
sions requiring that each passport application be duly
verified under oath before a person authorized and em-
powered to administer oaths.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1968 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 90-428 effective on thirtieth
day following July 26, 1968, see section 4 of Pub. L.
90-428, set out as a note under section 217a of this title.

ISSUANCE OF PASSPORTS FOR CHILDREN UNDER AGE 14

Pub. L. 106-113, div. B, §1000(a)(7) [div. A, title II,
§236], Nov. 29, 1999, 113 Stat. 15636, 1501A-430, provided
that:

‘“‘(a) IN GENERAL.—

‘(1) REGULATIONS.—Not later than 1 year after the
date of the enactment of this Act [Nov. 29, 1999], the
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Secretary of State shall issue regulations providing
that before a child under the age of 14 years is issued
a passport the requirements under paragraph (2) shall
apply under penalty of perjury.

““(2) REQUIREMENTS.—

‘“‘(A) Both parents, or the child’s legal guardian,
must execute the application and provide documen-
tary evidence demonstrating that they are the par-
ents or guardian; or

‘“(B) the person executing the application must
provide documentary evidence that such person—

‘(i) has sole custody of the child;

‘“(ii) has the consent of the other parent to the
issuance of the passport; or

‘‘(iii) is in loco parentis and has the consent of
both parents, of a parent with sole custody over
the child, or of the child’s legal guardian, to the
issuance of the passport.

‘“(b) EXCEPTIONS.—The regulations required by sub-
section (a) may provide for exceptions in exigent cir-
cumstances, such as those involving the health or wel-
fare of the child, or when the Secretary determines
that issuance of a passport is warranted by special fam-
ily circumstances.”

§214. Fees for execution and issuance of pass-
ports; persons excused from payment

(a) There shall be collected and paid into the
Treasury of the United States a fee, prescribed
by the Secretary of State by regulation, for the
filing of each application for a passport (includ-
ing the cost of passport issuance and use) and a
fee, prescribed by the Secretary of State by reg-
ulation, for executing each such application ex-
cept that the Secretary of State may by regula-
tion authorize State officials or the United
States Postal Service to collect and retain the
execution fee for each application for a passport
accepted by such officials or by that Service.
Such fees shall not be refundable, except as the
Secretary may by regulation prescribe. No pass-
port fee shall be collected from an officer or em-
ployee of the United States proceeding abroad in
the discharge of official duties, or from members
of his immediate family; from an American sea-
man who requires a passport in connection with
his duties aboard an American flag-vessel; from
a widow, widower, child, parent, grandparent,
brother, or sister of a deceased member of the
Armed Forces proceeding abroad to visit the
grave of such member or to attend a funeral or
memorial service for such member; or from an
individual or individuals abroad, returning to
the United States, when the Secretary deter-
mines that foregoing the collection of such fee is
justified for humanitarian reasons or for law en-
forcement purposes. No execution fee shall be
collected for an application made before a Fed-
eral official by a person excused from payment
of the passport fee under this section.

(b)(1) The Secretary of State may by regula-
tion establish and collect a surcharge on appli-
cable fees for the filing of each application for a
passport in order to cover the costs of meeting
the increased demand for passports as a result of
actions taken to comply with section 7209(b) of
the Intelligence Reform and Terrorism Preven-
tion Act of 2004 (Public Law 108-458; 8 U.S.C. 1185
note). Such surcharge shall be in addition to the
fees provided for in subsection (a) and in addi-
tion to the surcharges or fees otherwise author-
ized by law and shall be deposited in the Con-
sular and Border Security Programs account, to
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