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§ 3243. Negotiations 

The United States shall seek to negotiate with 
other nations and groups of nations to— 

(1) adopt general principles and procedures, 
including common international sanctions, to 
be followed in the event that a nation violates 
any material obligation with respect to the 
peaceful use of nuclear materials and equip-
ment or nuclear technology, or in the event 
that any nation violates the principles of the 
Treaty, including the detonation by a non- 
nuclear-weapon state of a nuclear explosive 
device; and 

(2) establish international procedures to be 
followed in the event of diversion, theft, or 
sabotage of nuclear materials or sabotage of 
nuclear facilities, and for recovering nuclear 
materials that have been lost or stolen, or ob-
tained or used by a nation or by any person or 
group in contravention of the principles of the 
Treaty. 

(Pub. L. 95–242, title II, § 203, Mar. 10, 1978, 92 
Stat. 124.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Mar. 10, 1978, except as otherwise 
provided and regardless of any requirements for the 
promulgation of implementing regulations, see section 
603(c) of Pub. L. 95–242, set out as a note under section 
3201 of this title. 

§ 3244. Actions to combat international nuclear 
terrorism 

(a) Actions to be taken by President 

The Congress hereby directs the President— 
(1) to seek universal adherence to the Con-

vention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear 
Material; 

(2) to— 
(A) conduct a review, enlisting the partici-

pation of all relevant departments and agen-
cies of the Government, to determine wheth-
er the recommendations on Physical Protec-
tion of Nuclear Material published by the 
International Atomic Energy Agency are 
adequate to deter theft, sabotage, and the 
use of nuclear facilities and materials in 
acts of international terrorism, and 

(B) transmit the results of this review to 
the Director-General of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency; 

(3) to take, in concert with United States al-
lies and other countries, such steps as may be 
necessary— 

(A) to keep to a minimum the amount of 
weapons-grade nuclear material in inter-
national transit, and 

(B) to ensure that when any such material 
is transported internationally, it is under 
the most effective means for adequately pro-
tecting it from acts or attempted acts of 
sabotage or theft by terrorist groups or na-
tions; and 

(4) to seek agreement in the United Nations 
Security Council to establish— 

(A) an effective regime of international 
sanctions against any nation or subnational 
group which conducts or sponsors acts of 
international nuclear terrorism, and 

(B) measures for coordinating responses to 
all acts of international nuclear terrorism, 
including measures for the recovery of sto-
len nuclear material and the clean-up of nu-
clear releases. 

(b) Reports to Congress 

The President shall report to the Congress an-
nually, in the reports required by section 3281 of 
this title, on the progress made during the pre-
ceding year in achieving the objectives de-
scribed in this section. 

(Pub. L. 99–399, title VI, § 601, Aug. 27, 1986, 100 
Stat. 874.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Omnibus Diplo-
matic Security and Antiterrorism Act of 1986, and not 
as part of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Act of 1978 
which comprises this chapter. 

NUCLEAR TERRORISM PREVENTION 

Pub. L. 110–181, div. C, title XXXI, subtitle D, Jan. 28, 
2008, 122 Stat. 586, provided that: 

‘‘SEC. 3131. DEFINITIONS. 

‘‘In this subtitle: 
‘‘(1) The term ‘Convention on the Physical Protec-

tion of Nuclear Material’ means the Convention on 
the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material, signed 
at New York and Vienna March 3, 1980. 

‘‘(2) The term ‘formula quantities of strategic spe-
cial nuclear material’ means uranium–235 (contained 
in uranium enriched to 20 percent or more in the 
U–235 isotope), uranium–233, or plutonium in any 
combination in a total quantity of 5,000 grams or 
more computed by the formula, grams = (grams con-
tained U–235) + 2.5 (grams U–233 + grams plutonium), 
as set forth in the definitions of ‘formula quantity’ 
and ‘strategic special nuclear material’ in section 73.2 
of title 10, Code of Federal Regulations. 

‘‘(3) The term ‘Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty’ 
means the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nu-
clear Weapons, done at Washington, London, and 
Moscow July 1, 1968, and entered into force March 5, 
1970 (21 UST 483). 

‘‘(4) The term ‘nuclear weapon’ means any device 
utilizing atomic energy, exclusive of the means for 
transporting or propelling the device (where such 
means is a separable and divisible part of the device), 
the principal purpose of which is for use as, or for the 
development of, a weapon, a weapon prototype, or a 
weapon test device. 

‘‘SEC. 3132. SENSE OF CONGRESS ON THE PREVEN-
TION OF NUCLEAR TERRORISM. 

‘‘It is the sense of Congress that— 
‘‘(1) the President should make the prevention of a 

nuclear terrorist attack on the United States a high 
priority; 

‘‘(2) the President should accelerate programs, re-
questing additional funding as appropriate, to pre-
vent nuclear terrorism, including combating nuclear 
smuggling, securing and accounting for nuclear weap-
ons, and eliminating, removing, or securing and ac-
counting for formula quantities of strategic special 
nuclear material wherever such quantities may be; 

‘‘(3) the United States, together with the inter-
national community, should take a comprehensive 
approach to reducing the danger of nuclear terrorism, 
including by making additional efforts to identify 
and eliminate terrorist groups that aim to acquire 
nuclear weapons, to ensure that nuclear weapons 
worldwide are secure and accounted for and that for-
mula quantities of strategic special nuclear material 
worldwide are eliminated, removed, or secure and ac-
counted for to a degree sufficient to defeat the threat 
that terrorists and criminals have shown they can 
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