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upon the papers referred to in section 257 of this
title, a sufficient prima facie case that the mat-
ter concerns only the internal order and dis-
cipline of such foreign vessel, or whether in its
nature civil or criminal, does not affect directly
the execution of the laws of the United States,
or the rights and duties of any citizen of the
United States, he shall forthwith, by his war-
rant, commit such person to prison, where pris-
oners under sentence of a court of the United
States may be lawfully committed, or, in his
discretion, to the master or chief officer of such
foreign vessel, to be subject to the lawful orders,
control, and discipline of such master or chief
officer, and to the jurisdiction of the consular or
commercial authority of the nation to which
such vessel belongs, to the exclusion of any au-
thority or jurisdiction in the premises of the
United States or any State thereof. No person
shall be detained more than two months after
his arrest, but at the end of that time shall be
set at liberty and shall not again be arrested for
the same cause. The expenses of the arrest and
the detention of the person so arrested shall be
paid by the consular officers making the appli-
cation: Provided, That nothing in this section or
section 257 of this title shall authorize the arrest
or imprisonment of officers and seamen desert-
ing or charged with desertion from merchant
vessels of foreign nations in the United States
and Territories and possessions thereof, and the
cooperation, aid, and protection of competent
legal authorities in effecting such arrest or im-
prisonment.

(R.S. §4081; Mar. 4, 1915, ch. 1563, §§16, 17, 38 Stat.
1184; Pub. L. 90-578, title IV, §402(b)(2), Oct. 17,
1968, 82 Stat. 1118; Pub. L. 101-650, title III, §321,
Dec. 1, 1990, 104 Stat. 5117.)

CODIFICATION

R.S. §4081 derived from act June 11, 1864, ch. 116, §2,
13 Stat. 121.

CHANGE OF NAME

Words ‘‘magistrate judge’” substituted in text for
“magistrate’ pursuant to section 321 of Pub. L. 101-650,
set out as a note under section 631 of Title 28, Judiciary
and Judicial Procedure. Previously, ‘‘magistrate’ sub-
stituted for ‘‘commissioner’’ pursuant to Pub. L. 90-578.
See chapter 43 (§631 et seq.) of Title 28.

§258a. Enforcement of awards of foreign consuls

The district courts and the United States mag-
istrate judges shall have power to carry into ef-
fect, according to the true intent and meaning
thereof, the award or arbitration or decree of
any consul, vice consul or commercial agent of
any foreign nation, made or rendered by virtue
of authority conferred on him as such consul,
vice consul, or commercial agent, to sit as judge
or arbitrator in such differences as may arise be-
tween the captains and crews of the vessels be-
longing to the nation whose interests are com-
mitted to his charge, application for the exer-
cise of such power being first made to such court
or magistrate judge, by petition of such consul,
vice consul, or commercial agent. And said
courts and magistrate judges may issue all prop-
er remedial process, mesne and final, to carry
into full effect such award, arbitration, or de-
cree, and to enforce obedience thereto by impris-
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onment in the jail or other place of confinement
in the district in which the United States may
lawfully imprison any person arrested under the
authority of the United States, until such
award, arbitration or decree is complied with, or
the parties are otherwise discharged therefrom,
by the consent in writing of such consul, vice
consul, or commercial agent, or his successor in
office, or by the authority of the foreign govern-
ment appointing such consul, vice consul, or
commercial agent. The expenses of the said im-
prisonment and maintenance of the prisoners,
and the cost of the proceedings, shall be borne
by such foreign government, or by its consul,
vice consul, or commercial agent requiring such
imprisonment. The marshals of the TUnited
States shall serve all such process, and do all
other acts necessary and proper to carry into ef-
fect the premises, under the authority of the
said courts and magistrate judges.

(Mar. 3, 1911, ch. 231, §271, 36 Stat. 1163; Pub. L.
90-578, title IV, §402(b)(2), Oct. 17, 1968, 82 Stat.
1118; Pub. L. 101-650, title III, §321, Dec. 1, 1990,
104 Stat. 5117.)

CODIFICATION

Section was formerly classified to section 393 of Title
28 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title
28, Judiciary and Judicial Procedure, by act June 25,
1948, ch. 646, §1, 62 Stat. 869.

CHANGE OF NAME

“United States magistrate judges’”, ‘‘magistrate
judge”’, and ‘‘magistrate judges’ substituted in text for
‘““United States magistrates’, ‘“‘magistrate’, and ‘“‘mag-
istrates”, respectively, pursuant to section 321 of Pub.
L. 101-650, set out as a note under section 631 of Title
28, Judiciary and Judicial Procedure. Previously,
“‘magistrate’ substituted for ‘‘commissioner’ pursuant
to Pub. L. 90-578. See chapter 43 (§631 et seq.) of Title
28.

§259. Repealed. Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, §53, 70A
Stat. 641

Section, act May 31, 1939, ch. 161, 53 Stat. 795, author-
ized Secretary of Army to sell supplies to aircraft oper-
ated by any foreign military or air attaché accredited
to United States. See sections 4626, 4629, 9626, and 9629
of Title 10, Armed Forces.

CHAPTER 7—INTERNATIONAL BUREAUS,
CONGRESSES, ETC.

Sec.

261. Policy as to settlement of disputes and dis-
armament.

262. President’s participation in
congresses restricted.

Restriction relating to United States acces-
sion to any new international criminal tri-
bunal.

Contributions to international organizations;
consent of State Department; limitations
as to certain organizations.

Commitments for United States contribu-
tions to international organizations; limi-
tations; consultation with Congressional
committees.

Commitments for United States contribu-
tions to international financial institutions
fostering economic development in less de-
veloped countries; continuation of partici-
pation.

Human rights and United States assistance
policies with international financial insti-
tutions.
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