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§6417. Prisoner lists and issue briefs on religious
freedom concerns

(a) Sense of Congress

To encourage involvement with religious free-
dom concerns at every possible opportunity and
by all appropriate representatives of the United
States Government, it is the sense of the Con-
gress that officials of the executive branch of
Government should promote increased advocacy
on such issues during meetings between foreign
dignitaries and executive branch officials or
Members of Congress.

(b) Prisoner lists and issue briefs on religious
freedom concerns

The Secretary of State, in consultation with
the Ambassador at Large, the Assistant Sec-
retary of State for Democracy, Human Rights
and Labor, United States chiefs of mission
abroad, regional experts, and nongovernmental
human rights and religious groups, shall prepare
and maintain issue briefs on religious freedom,
on a country-by-country basis, consisting of
lists of persons believed to be imprisoned, de-
tained, or placed under house arrest for their re-
ligious activities, religious freedom advocacy, or
efforts to protect and advance the universally
recognized right to the freedom of religion, to-
gether with brief evaluations and critiques of
the policies of the respective country restricting
religious freedom. In considering the inclusion
of names of prisoners on such lists, the Sec-
retary of State shall exercise appropriate discre-
tion, including concerns regarding the safety,
security, and benefit to such prisoners.

(c) Availability of information

The Secretary shall make available religious
freedom issue briefs under subsection (b) to ex-
ecutive branch officials and Members of Con-
gress in anticipation of bilateral contacts with
foreign leaders, both in the United States and
abroad.

(d) Victims list maintained by the United States
Commission on International Religious Free-
dom

(1) In general

The Commission shall make publicly avail-
able, to the extent practicable, online and in
official publications, lists of persons it deter-
mines are imprisoned or detained, have dis-
appeared, been placed under house arrest, been
tortured, or subjected to forced renunciations
of faith for their religious activity or religious
freedom advocacy by the government of a for-
eign country that the Commission rec-
ommends for designation as a country of par-
ticular concern for religious freedom under
section 6442(b)(1)(A)(ii) of this title or by a
non-state actor that the Commission rec-
ommends for designation as an entity of par-
ticular concern for religious freedom under
section 6442a of this title and include as much
publicly available information as practicable
on the conditions and circumstances of such
persons.

(2) Discretion

In compiling lists under paragraph (1), the
Commission shall exercise all appropriate dis-

TITLE 22—FOREIGN RELATIONS AND INTERCOURSE

§6431

cretion, including consideration of the safety
and security of, and benefit to, the persons
who may be included on the lists and the fami-
lies of such persons.

(Pub. L. 105-292, title I, §108, Oct. 27, 1998, 112
Stat. 2796; Pub. L. 114-281, title I, §104, Dec. 16,
2016, 130 Stat. 1432.)
AMENDMENTS

2016—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 114-281, §104(1), substituted
‘“‘activities, religious freedom advocacy, or efforts to
protect and advance the universally recognized right to
the freedom of religion,” for ‘‘faith,”’.

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 114-281, §104(2), substituted

‘“make available’ for ‘‘, as appropriate, provide’’.
Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 114-281, §104(3), added subsec. (d).

SUBCHAPTER II—COMMISSION ON
INTERNATIONAL RELIGIOUS FREEDOM

§ 6431. Establishment and composition

(a) In general

There is established the United States Com-
mission on International Religious Freedom.
(b) Membership
(1) Appointment
The Commission shall be composed of—

(A) the Ambassador at Large, who shall
serve ex officio as a nonvoting member of
the Commission; and

(B) Nine! other members, who shall be
United States citizens who are not being
paid as officers or employees of the United
States, and who shall be appointed as fol-
lows:

(i) Three members of the Commission
shall be appointed by the President.

(ii) Three members of the Commission
shall be appointed by the President pro
tempore of the Senate, of which two of the
members shall be appointed upon the rec-
ommendation of the leader in the Senate
of the political party that is not the politi-
cal party of the President, and of which
one of the members shall be appointed
upon the recommendation of the leader in
the Senate of the other political party.

(iii) Three members of the Commission
shall be appointed by the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, of which two of
the members shall be appointed upon the
recommendation of the leader in the House
of the political party that is not the politi-
cal party of the President, and of which
one of the members shall be appointed
upon the recommendation of the leader in
the House of the other political party.

(2) Selection

Members of the Commission shall be se-
lected among distinguished individuals noted
for their knowledge and experience in fields
relevant to the issue of international religious
freedom, including foreign affairs, direct expe-
rience abroad, human rights, and inter-
national law.

(3) Time of appointment

The appointments required by paragraph (1)
shall be made not later than 120 days after Oc-
tober 27, 1998.

180 in original. Probably should not be capitalized.
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