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‘“(A) representative democracy is indispensable
for the stability, peace, and development of the
Western Hemisphere; and

‘(B) a purpose of the Organization of American
States is to promote and consolidate representative
democracy, with due respect for the principle of
nonintervention.

‘“(2) The United States supports the purposes and
principles enshrined in—

‘“(A) the Charter of the Organization of American
States;

‘(B) the Inter-American Democratic Charter; and

‘“(C) the American Declaration on the Rights and
Duties of Man.

‘(3) The United States supports the Organization of
American States in its efforts with all member states
to meet our commitments under the instruments set
forth in paragraph (2).

‘“(4) Congress supports the Organization of Amer-
ican States as it operates in a manner consistent
with the Inter-American Democratic Charter.”

STATEMENT OF POLICY

Pub. L. 113-41, §3, Oct. 2, 2013, 127 Stat. 548, provided
that: ‘It is the policy of the United States—

‘(1) to promote democracy and the rule of law
throughout the Western Hemisphere;

‘“(2) to promote and protect human rights and fun-
damental freedoms in the Western Hemisphere; and

‘“(3) to support the practices, purposes, and prin-
ciples expressed in the Charter of the Organization of
American States, the American Declaration on the
Rights and Duties of Man, the Inter-American Demo-
cratic Charter, and other fundamental instruments of
democracy.”

CHAPTER 8—FOREIGN SERVICE BUILDINGS

Sec.
291. Lease of buildings, etc., for offices,
quarters, heat, light, and equipment.
292. Acquisition of sites and buildings for diplo-
matic and consular establishments; allot-
ment of space; credit of payments without

regard to limitations of amounts.

living

292a. Demonstration of solar and other renewable
energy technologies in foreign countries.

293. Repealed.

294. Manner of use of buildings; contracts for con-
struction, etc.

294a,. Contracts requiring payment in foreign cur-
rency.

295. Authorization of appropriations; Foreign

Service Building Fund; expenditures; for-
eign currencies.
295a, 295b. Omitted.

296. Duties of Secretary of State with respect to
commission and properties.

296a.. Maintenance management of overseas prop-
erty.

297. Acquisition of property by lease.

297a, 298. Omitted.

299. Short title.

300. Dispositions of property; damage payments;
acceptance of gifts or services.

301. Lease or rental arrangements of not less than
ten years; approval by Secretary; delega-
tion of authority; information to Congress.

302. Award of contracts.
303. Repealed.
304. Annual report on embassy construction costs.

§291. Lease of buildings, etc., for offices, living
quarters, heat, light, and equipment

The Secretary of State may lease or rent, for
periods not exceeding ten years, such buildings
and grounds for the use of the Foreign Service
as may be necessary; and he may, in accordance
with existing practice without cost to them, and
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within the limit of any appropriation made by
Congress, furnish the officers and employees in
the Foreign Service with living quarters, heat,
light, and household equipment in Government-
owned or rented buildings, at places where, in
his judgment, it would be in the public interest
to do so, notwithstanding the provisions of sec-
tion 5536 of title 5; and appropriations for ‘‘Con-
tingent expenses, foreign missions,” and ‘‘Con-
tingent expenses, consulates,” are made avail-
able for such purposes.

(Apr. 18, 1930, ch. 184, title I, 46 Stat. 177.)
CODIFICATION

Section was not enacted as part of the Foreign Serv-
ice Buildings Act, 1926, which comprises this chapter.

‘“Section 5536 of title 5’ substituted in text for ‘‘sec-
tion 1765 of the Revised Statutes (U.S.C., title 5, sec. 70;
U.S.C., Supp. III, title 5, sec. 70)”’ on authority of Pub.
L. 89-554, §7(b), Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 631, the first sec-
tion of which enacted Title 5, Government Organization
and Employees.

§ 292. Acquisition of sites and buildings for diplo-
matic and consular establishments; allotment
of space; credit of payments without regard
to limitations of amounts

(a) Authority of Secretary of State

The Secretary of State is empowered to ac-
quire by purchase or construction in the manner
hereinafter provided, within the limits of appro-
priations made to carry out this chapter, by ex-
change, in whole or in part, of any building or
grounds of the United States in foreign coun-
tries and under the jurisdiction and control of
the Secretary of State, sites and buildings in
foreign capitals and in other foreign cities, and
to alter, repair, and furnish such buildings for
the use of the diplomatic and consular establish-
ments of the United States, or for the purpose of
consolidating within one or more buildings, the
embassies, legation, consulates, and other agen-
cies of the United States Government there
maintained. The space in such buildings shall be
allotted by the Secretary of State among the
several agencies of the United States Govern-
ment.

(b) Payments from other than appropriated
funds for acquisition of property

Payments made for rent or otherwise by the
United States from funds other than appropria-
tions made to carry out this chapter may be
credited toward the acquisition of property
under this chapter without regard to limitations
of amounts imposed by this chapter.

(¢) Authorization for improvements and con-
struction

The Secretary of State may improve or con-
struct facilities overseas for other Federal de-
partments and agencies on an advance-of-funds
or reimbursable basis if such advances or reim-
bursements are credited to the Embassy Secu-
rity, Comnstruction, and Maintenance account
and remain available until expended.

(May 7, 1926, ch. 250, §1, 44 Stat. 403; May 29, 1928,
ch. 876, §1, 456 Stat. 971; Pub. L. 88-94, §2(b), Aug.
12, 1963, 77 Stat. 122; Pub. L. 89-636, §2, Oct. 10,
1966, 80 Stat. 881; Pub. L. 95-105, title I, §106(a),
Aug. 17, 1977, 91 Stat. 845; Pub. L. 114-323, title I,
§119, Dec. 16, 2016, 130 Stat. 1912.)
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AMENDMENTS

2016—Subsec. (¢). Pub. L. 114-323 added subsec. (c).

1977—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 95-105, §106(a)(1),
stituted ‘‘to carry out’ for ‘‘pursuant to’.

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 95-105, §106(a)(2), substituted ‘‘to
carry out’ for ‘“‘under authority of”’.

1966—Pub. L. 89-636 designated existing provisions as
subsec. (a) and added subsec. (b).

1963—Pub. L. 88-94 struck out ‘‘, subject to the direc-
tion of the commission hereinafter established,” after
“is empowered’’, ‘“‘under such terms and conditions as
in the judgment of the commission may best protect
the interests of the United States,”” after ‘‘in part,” and
‘“, to the extent deemed advisable by the commission,”
after ‘‘consolidating’” and substituted ‘‘. The space in
such buildings shall be allotted by the Secretary of
State’ for ‘‘, which buildings shall be appropriately
designated by the commission, and the space in which
shall be allotted by the Secretary of State under the di-
rection of the commission.”

1928—Act May 29, 1928, inserted ‘“‘or by exchange, in
whole or in part, under such terms and conditions as in
the judgment of the commission may best protect the
interest of the United States, of any building or
grounds of the United States in foreign countries and
under the jurisdiction and control of the Secretary of
State’’.

sub-

PROPERTY AGREEMENTS

Pub. L. 103-236, title I, §134, Apr. 30, 1994, 108 Stat. 396,
as amended by Pub. L. 103-415, §1(z), Oct. 25, 1994, 108
Stat. 4302, provided that: ‘“Whenever the Department of
State enters into lease-purchase agreements involving
property in foreign countries pursuant to section 1 of
the Foreign Service Buildings Act, 1926 (22 U.S.C. 292),
the Department shall account for such transactions in
accordance with fiscal year obligations.”’

§292a. Demonstration of solar and other renew-
able energy technologies in foreign countries

(a) Use of renewable energy systems in United
States buildings in foreign countries

It is the purpose of this section to provide for
the demonstration of solar energy and other re-
newable energy technologies in foreign coun-
tries through the use of such energy in buildings
acquired under subsection (a) of section 292 of
this title, in order that—

(1) countries in which such buildings are lo-
cated may be given visible incentives to de-
velop and use local solar energy or other re-
newable energy resources to reduce depend-
ence upon petroleum and petroleum products;

(2) markets may be developed for American
solar energy systems and components in order
to stimulate investment in such systems and
components and to reduce the costs of such
systems and components to reasonable levels;

(3) in furtherance of the purpose of section
21511 of this title, cooperation may be devel-
oped between the United States and other
countries in an effort to develop solar energy
or other renewable energy systems within a
short period of time; and

(4) equipment which is vital to the operation
of sensitive systems within United States mis-
sions abroad may be made more reliable and
less dependent upon interruptible local energy
supplies.

(b) Implementation of renewable energy projects
by Secretary

(1) The Secretary of State shall implement
projects for the application of solar energy or

1See References in Text note below.
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other forms of renewable energy in buildings ac-
quired under subsection (a) section 292 of this
title.

(2) The Secretary of State shall select projects
under paragraph (1) in consultation with the
Secretary of Energy. Such projects shall apply
available solar energy and other renewable en-
ergy technologies, including those for—

(A) the heating and cooling of buildings;

(B) solar thermal electric systems;

(C) solar photovoltaic conversion systems;

(D) wind energy systems; and

(BE) systems for developing fuels from bio-
mass.

The Secretary of Energy shall inform the Sec-
retary of State of all such technologies which
are feasible for such projects, taking into ac-
count the resources and environmental condi-
tions of the countries in which such projects are
to be implemented. Upon the request of the Sec-
retary of State, the Secretary of Energy shall
provide to the Secretary of State any technical
information or other technical assistance which
the Secretary of State considers necessary with
respect to any such project. Any project selected
under this section should be similar to projects
which have been demonstrated by the Depart-
ment of Energy (or any of its predecessor agen-
cies) to be reliable, maintainable, and tech-
nically feasible.

(3) Any project selected under this section
shall be adaptable to the local resources, cli-
matic conditions, and economic circumstances
of the country in which such project is imple-
mented in order that such country will be more
likely to implement similar projects.

(4) The Secretary of State shall insure that
any project selected under this section is dem-
onstrated to, and available for inspection by, of-
ficials and other citizens of the country in which
such project is implemented.

(5) In selecting projects under this section, the
Secretary of State shall give priority to projects
to be implemented in developing countries.

(c) Planning for use of renewable energy systems
in construction of new buildings

Whenever any building is constructed under
the authority contained in section 292 of this
title, the Secretary of State shall insure that
the planning for such construction takes into
account those renewable energy systems which
are available in the country in which the build-
ing is to be constructed.

(d) Availability of sums previously authorized to
be appropriated

In addition to amounts otherwise available for
such purposes, $4,000,000 of the amount author-
ized to be appropriated by section 101(a)(1) of
this Act shall be available only to carry out the
purposes of this section.

(Pub. L. 95426, title I, §105, Oct. 7, 1978, 92 Stat.
965.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Section 2151q of this title, referred to in subsec. (a)(3),
was repealed by Pub. L. 96-533, title III, §304(g), Dec. 16,
1980, 94 Stat. 3147. See section 2151d(a)(2), (b)(2), (c) of
this title.

Section 101(a)(1) of this Act, referred to in subsec. (d),
means section 101(a)(1) of Pub. L. 95-426, which is not
classified to the Code.
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