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Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 88–94, § 1, added subsec. (d). 
1960—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 86–723 added subsec. (c). 
Subsec. (b). Act June 19, 1952, added subsec. (b). 
1952—Act June 19, 1952, designated existing provisions 

as subsec. (a), permitted the expenditure of the author-
ized and appropriated funds for continuing alterations, 
repairs, and furnishings, and added subsec. (b). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1960 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 86–723 effective on first day of 
first pay period which begins more than thirty days 
after Sept. 8, 1960, see section 56(a) of Pub. L. 86–723. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

United States Information Agency (other than Broad-
casting Board of Governors and International Broad-
casting Bureau) abolished and functions transferred to 
Secretary of State, see sections 6531 and 6532 of this 
title. 

§§ 295a, 295b. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Section 295a, act May 25, 1938, ch. 275, 52 Stat. 441, au-
thorized additional appropriations of an amount not to 
exceed $5,000,000. 

Section 295b, act June 25, 1946, ch. 643, 60 Stat. 663, au-
thorized additional appropriations of an amount not to 
exceed $125,000,000 of which $110,000,000 was to be used 
exclusively for the payments representing the value of 
property or credits held abroad by the Government or 
owing to the Government which could have been used 
by the Department of State for buildings, equipment, 
etc. 

DIPLOMATIC ESTABLISHMENTS IN PHILIPPINE ISLANDS 

Acts July 9, 1947, ch. 211, title I, § 101, 61 Stat. 288; 
June 3, 1948, ch. 400, title I, § 1, 62 Stat. 315; July 20, 1949, 
ch. 354, title I, § 101, 63 Stat. 456, provided in part that 
the construction of diplomatic and consular establish-
ments in the Philippines should be without regard to 
the limitation proviso of section 295a. 

§ 296. Duties of Secretary of State with respect to 
commission and properties 

For the purposes of this chapter the Secretary 
of State is authorized to supervise, preserve, 
maintain, operate, and, when deemed necessary, 
to insure the Foreign Service properties in for-
eign countries and the other properties acquired 
in accordance with the provisions of this chap-
ter; to rent and insure objects of art; to collect 
information and formulate plans; and, without 
regard to civil service and classification laws, to 
obtain architectural and other expert technical 
services as may be necessary and pay therefor 
the scale of professional fees as established by 
local authority, law or custom, and to make ex-
penditures without regard to section 295a of this 
title requiring purchase of articles manufac-
tured in the United States. 

(May 7, 1926, ch. 250, § 5, 44 Stat. 404; June 19, 
1952, ch. 446, § 3, 66 Stat. 140.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 295a of this title, referred to in text, was 
omitted from the Code. 

AMENDMENTS 

1952—Act June 19, 1952, amended section generally to 
authorize Secretary of State to supervise, preserve, 
maintain, operate, and insure Foreign Service property 
in foreign countries. 

§ 296a. Maintenance management of overseas 
property 

The Director of the Office of Foreign Buildings 
Operations shall— 

(1) direct overseas posts to make annual 
building condition assessments of buildings 
and facilities used by the post; 

(2) not later than 90 days after October 28, 
1991, revise the Foreign Affairs Manual to stip-
ulate that the Buildings and Maintenance 
Handbook shall be used by each post to iden-
tify their maintenance needs, standardize 
their maintenance operations, and conduct an-
nual assessments as required by paragraph (1); 

(3) direct the Office of Foreign Buildings Op-
erations to provide proper training and assist-
ance to posts to ensure that annual surveys 
are effectively completed; and 

(4) direct overseas posts to ensure that all 
maintenance program fiscal transactions are 
properly encoded in the Department of State 
accounting system to enable compilation of 
actual expenditures on routine maintenance 
and specific maintenance funded by the Office 
of Foreign Buildings Operations. 

(Pub. L. 102–138, title I, § 125, Oct. 28, 1991, 105 
Stat. 659.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Foreign Relations 
Authorization Act, Fiscal Years 1992 and 1993, and not 
as part of the Foreign Service Buildings Act, 1926, 
which comprises this chapter. 

AUTHORITY OF SECRETARY OF STATE 

Except as otherwise provided, Secretary of State to 
have and exercise any authority vested by law in any 
official or office of Department of State and references 
to such officials or offices deemed to refer to Secretary 
of State or Department of State, as appropriate, see 
section 2651a of this title and section 161(d) of Pub. L. 
103–236, set out as a note under section 2651a of this 
title. 

§ 297. Acquisition of property by lease 

The authority granted to acquire sites and 
buildings by purchase or otherwise shall include 
authority to acquire leaseholds. 

(May 7, 1926, ch. 250, § 6, 44 Stat. 405; June 19, 
1952, ch. 446, § 4, 66 Stat. 140; Pub. L. 95–105, title 
I, § 106(b), Aug. 17, 1977, 91 Stat. 845.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1977—Pub. L. 95–105 struck out ‘‘of not less than ten 
years’’ after ‘‘acquire leaseholds’’. 

1952—Act June 19, 1952, provided for leaseholds of not 
less than 10 years. 

§ 297a. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Section, which related to leaseholds of not less than 
ten years, was from the Department of State Appro-
priation Act, 1953, act July 10, 1952, ch. 651, title I, 66 
Stat. 550, and was not repeated in subsequent appro-
priation acts. Similar provisions were contained in the 
following prior appropriation acts: 

1951—Oct. 22, 1951, ch. 533, title I, 65 Stat. 577. 
1950—Sept. 6, 1950, ch. 896, ch. III, title I, 64 Stat. 610. 
1949—July 20, 1949, ch. 354, title I, 63 Stat. 449. 

§ 298. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Section, act May 7, 1926, ch. 250, § 7, 44 Stat. 405, re-
pealed act Feb. 17, 1911, ch. 105, 36 Stat. 917, incor-
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