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2012—Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 112–158, § 605(b), inserted 
‘‘, and verifiably dismantled its,’’ after ‘‘development 
of’’. 

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 112–158, § 403(d), inserted 
‘‘, 105A(a), or 105B(a)’’ after ‘‘105(a)’’ and ‘‘, 105A(b), or 
105B(b)’’ after ‘‘105(b)’’. 

DELEGATION OF FUNCTIONS 

Ex. Ord. No. 13553, §§ 5–7, Sept. 28, 2010, 77 Stat. 60568, 
60569, authorized the Secretary of the Treasury, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of State, to exercise the 
functions and waiver authorities conferred upon the 
President by subsec. (b) of this section with respect to 
the requirement to impose or maintain sanctions pur-
suant to the International Emergency Economic Pow-
ers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) under section 8514(a) of 
this title; authorized the Secretary of State, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of Homeland Security on 
certain admissibility matters, to exercise the functions 
and waiver authorities conferred upon the President by 
subsec. (b) of this section with respect to the require-
ment to impose or maintain visa sanctions under sec-
tion 8514(a) of this title; and authorized the Secretary 
of State, in consultation with the Secretary of the 
Treasury, to exercise the functions and waiver authori-
ties conferred upon the President by subsec. (b) of this 
section with respect to the requirement to include a 
person on the list required by section 8514(b) of this 
title. 

Other delegations of functions vested in the President 
by this section were contained in the following: 

Memorandum of President of the United States, June 
3, 2013, 78 F.R. 35545, set out as a note under section 8801 
of this title. 

Memorandum of President of the United States, Sept. 
23, 2010, 75 F.R. 67025, set out as a note under section 
8501 of this title. 

CHAPTER 93—UNITED STATES-ISRAEL 
COOPERATION 
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§ 8601. Findings 

Congress makes the following findings: 
(1) Since 1948, United States Presidents and 

both houses of Congress, on a bipartisan basis 
and supported by the American people, have 
repeatedly reaffirmed the special bond be-
tween the United States and Israel, based on 
shared values and shared interests. 

(2) The Middle East is undergoing rapid 
change, bringing with it hope for an expansion 
of democracy but also great challenges to the 
national security of the United States and our 
allies in the region, particularly to our most 
important ally in the region, Israel. 

(3) The Government of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran is continuing its decades-long pattern 
of seeking to foment instability and promote 
extremism in the Middle East, particularly in 
this time of dramatic political transition. 

(4) At the same time, the Government of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran continues to enrich 
uranium in defiance of multiple United Na-
tions Security Council resolutions. 

(5) A nuclear-weapons capable Iran would 
fundamentally threaten vital United States 
interests, encourage regional nuclear pro-
liferation, further empower Iran, the world’s 
leading state sponsor of terror, and pose a seri-
ous and destabilizing threat to Israel and the 
region. 

(6) Over the past several years, with the as-
sistance of the Governments of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran and Syria, Hizbollah and Hamas 
have increased their stockpile of rockets, with 
more than 60,000 now ready to be fired at Is-
rael. The Government of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran continues to add to its arsenal of bal-
listic missiles and cruise missiles, which 
threaten Iran’s neighbors, Israel, and United 
States Armed Forces in the region. 

(7) As a result, Israel is facing a fundamen-
tally altered strategic environment. 

(8) Pursuant to chapter 5 of title 1 of the 
Emergency Wartime Supplemental Appropria-
tions Act, 2003 (Public Law 108–11; 117 Stat. 
576), the authority to make available loan 
guarantees to Israel is currently set to expire 
on September 30, 2012. 

(Pub. L. 112–150, § 2, July 27, 2012, 126 Stat. 1146.) 

SHORT TITLE OF 2014 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 113–296, § 1, Dec. 19, 2014, 128 Stat. 4075, pro-
vided that: ‘‘This Act [enacting section 8606 of this 
title, amending sections 2321h and 2776 of this title and 
section 17337 of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, 
enacting provisions set out as notes under this section 
and sections 8602, 8603, and 8606 of this title, and amend-
ing provisions set out as a note under section 2776 of 
this title] may be cited as the ‘United States-Israel 
Strategic Partnership Act of 2014’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE 

Pub. L. 112–150, § 1, July 27, 2012, 126 Stat. 1146, pro-
vided that: ‘‘This Act [enacting this chapter and 
amending section 2321h of this title] may be cited as 
the ‘United States-Israel Enhanced Security Coopera-
tion Act of 2012’.’’ 

FINDINGS 

Pub. L. 113–296, § 2, Dec. 19, 2014, 128 Stat. 4075, pro-
vided that: ‘‘Congress makes the following findings: 

‘‘(1) The people and the Governments of the United 
States and of Israel share a deep and unbreakable 
bond, forged by over 60 years of shared interests and 
shared values. 

‘‘(2) Today, the people and Governments of the 
United States and of Israel are facing a dynamic and 
rapidly changing security environment in the Middle 
East and North Africa, necessitating deeper coopera-
tion on a range of defense, security, and intelligence 
matters. 

‘‘(3) From Gaza, Hamas continues to deny Israel’s 
right to exist and persists in firing rockets indis-
criminately at population centers in Israel. 

‘‘(4) Hezbollah—with support from Iran—continues 
to stockpile rockets and may be seeking to exploit 
the tragic and volatile security situation within 
Syria. 

‘‘(5) The Government of Iran continues to pose a 
grave threat to the region and the world at large with 
its reckless pursuit of nuclear weapons. 

‘‘(6) Given these challenges, it is imperative that 
the United States continues to deepen cooperation 
with allies like Israel in pursuit of shared policy ob-
jectives.’’ 

§ 8602. Statement of policy 

It is the policy of the United States: 
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(1) To reaffirm our unwavering commitment 
to the security of the State of Israel as a Jew-
ish state. As President Barack Obama stated 
on December 16, 2011, ‘‘America’s commitment 
and my commitment to Israel and Israel’s se-
curity is unshakeable.’’ And as President 
George W. Bush stated before the Israeli 
Knesset on May 15, 2008, on the 60th anniver-
sary of the founding of the State of Israel, 
‘‘The alliance between our governments is un-
breakable, yet the source of our friendship 
runs deeper than any treaty.’’. 

(2) To help the Government of Israel pre-
serve its qualitative military edge amid rapid 
and uncertain regional political trans-
formation. 

(3) To veto any one-sided anti-Israel resolu-
tions at the United Nations Security Council. 

(4) To support Israel’s inherent right to self- 
defense. 

(5) To pursue avenues to expand cooperation 
with the Government of Israel both in defense 
and across the spectrum of civilian sectors, in-
cluding high technology, agriculture, medi-
cine, health, pharmaceuticals, and energy. 

(6) To assist the Government of Israel with 
its ongoing efforts to forge a peaceful, nego-
tiated settlement of the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict that results in two states living side- 
by-side in peace and security, and to encour-
age Israel’s neighbors to recognize Israel’s 
right to exist as a Jewish state. 

(7) To encourage further development of ad-
vanced technology programs between the 
United States and Israel given current trends 
and instability in the region. 

(Pub. L. 112–150, § 3, July 27, 2012, 126 Stat. 1147.) 

STATEMENT OF POLICY 

Pub. L. 113–296, § 3, Dec. 19, 2014, 128 Stat. 4075, pro-
vided that: ‘‘It is the policy of the United States— 

‘‘(1) to reaffirm the unwavering support of the peo-
ple and the Government of the United States for the 
security of Israel as a Jewish state; 

‘‘(2) to reaffirm the principles and objectives en-
shrined in the United States-Israel Enhanced Secu-
rity Cooperation Act of 2012 (Public Law 112–150) [22 
U.S.C. 8601 et seq.] and ensure its implementation to 
the fullest extent; 

‘‘(3) to reaffirm the importance of the 2007 United 
States-Israel Memorandum of Understanding on 
United States assistance to Israel and the semi-an-
nual Strategic Dialogue between the United States 
and Israel; 

‘‘(4) to pursue every opportunity to deepen coopera-
tion with Israel on a range of critical issues including 
defense, homeland security, energy, and 
cybersecurity; 

‘‘(5) to continue to provide Israel with robust secu-
rity assistance, including for the procurement of the 
Iron Dome Missile Defense System; and 

‘‘(6) to support the Government of Israel in its on-
going efforts to reach a negotiated political settle-
ment with the Palestinian people that results in two 
states living side-by-side in peace and security.’’ 

STATEMENT OF POLICY REGARDING THE VISA WAIVER 
PROGRAM 

Pub. L. 113–296, § 9, Dec. 19, 2014, 128 Stat. 4077, pro-
vided that: ‘‘It shall be the policy of the United States 
to include Israel in the list of countries that partici-
pate in the visa waiver program under section 217 of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1187) when 
Israel satisfies, and as long as Israel continues to sat-

isfy, the requirements for inclusion in such program 
specified in such section.’’ 

§ 8603. United States actions to assist in the de-
fense of Israel and protect United States in-
terests 

It is the sense of Congress that the United 
States Government should take the following 
actions to assist in the defense of Israel: 

(1) Seek to enhance the capabilities of the 
Governments of the United States and Israel 
to address emerging common threats, increase 
security cooperation, and expand joint mili-
tary exercises. 

(2) Provide the Government of Israel such 
support as may be necessary to increase devel-
opment and production of joint missile defense 
systems, particularly such systems that de-
fend against the urgent threat posed to Israel 
and United States forces in the region. 

(3) Provide the Government of Israel assist-
ance specifically for the production and pro-
curement of the Iron Dome defense system for 
purposes of intercepting short-range missiles, 
rockets, and projectiles launched against Is-
rael. 

(4) Provide the Government of Israel defense 
articles and defense services through such 
mechanisms as appropriate, to include air re-
fueling tankers, missile defense capabilities, 
and specialized munitions. 

(5) Provide the Government of Israel addi-
tional excess defense articles, as appropriate, 
in the wake of the withdrawal of United States 
forces from Iraq. 

(6) Examine ways to strengthen existing and 
ongoing efforts, including the Gaza Counter 
Arms Smuggling Initiative, aimed at prevent-
ing weapons smuggling into Gaza pursuant to 
the 2009 agreement following the Israeli with-
drawal from Gaza, as well as measures to pro-
tect against weapons smuggling and terrorist 
threats from the Sinai Peninsula. 

(7) Offer the Air Force of Israel additional 
training and exercise opportunities in the 
United States to compensate for Israel’s lim-
ited air space. 

(8) Work to encourage an expanded role for 
Israel with the North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
zation (NATO), including an enhanced pres-
ence at NATO headquarters and exercises. 

(9) Expand already-close intelligence co-
operation, including satellite intelligence, 
with Israel. 

(Pub. L. 112–150, § 4, July 27, 2012, 126 Stat. 1147.) 

ELIGIBILITY OF ISRAEL FOR THE STRATEGIC TRADE AU-
THORIZATION EXCEPTION TO CERTAIN EXPORT CON-
TROL LICENSING REQUIREMENTS 

Pub. L. 113–296, § 6, Dec. 19, 2014, 128 Stat. 4076, pro-
vided that: 

‘‘(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that Israel— 
‘‘(1) has adopted high standards in the field of ex-

port controls; 
‘‘(2) has declared its unilateral adherence to the 

Missile Technology Control Regime, the Australia 
Group, and the Nuclear Suppliers Group; and 

‘‘(3) is a party to— 
‘‘(A) the Convention on Prohibitions or Restric-

tions on the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons 
which may be Deemed to be Excessively Injurious 
or to Have Indiscriminate Effects, signed at Geneva 
October 10, 1980; 
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