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§ 129. Moneys due Indians holding captives other 
than Indians withheld 

The Secretary of the Interior is authorized to 
withhold, from any tribe of Indians who may 
hold any captives other than Indians, any mon-
eys due them from the United States until said 
captives shall be surrendered to the lawful au-
thorities of the United States. 

(Mar. 3, 1875, ch. 132, § 1, 18 Stat. 424.) 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees, 
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with 
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, 
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out in 
the Appendix to Title 5, Government Organization and 
Employees. 

§ 130. Withholding of moneys or goods on ac-
count of intoxicating liquors 

No annuities, or moneys, or goods, shall be 
paid or distributed to Indians while they are 
under the influence of any description of intoxi-
cating liquor, nor while there are good and suffi-
cient reasons leading the officers or agents, 
whose duty it may be to make such payments or 
distribution, to believe that there is any species 
of intoxicating liquor within convenient reach 
of the Indians, nor until the chiefs and headmen 
of the tribe shall have pledged themselves to use 
all their influence and to make all proper exer-
tions to prevent the introduction and sale of 
such liquor in their country. 

(R.S. § 2087.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 2087 derived from act Mar. 3, 1847, ch. 66, § 3, 9 
Stat. 203. 

§ 131. Advances to disbursing officers 

No superintendent of Indian affairs, or Indian 
agent, or other disbursing officer in such serv-
ice, shall have advanced to him, on Indian or 
public account, any money to be disbursed in fu-
ture, until such superintendent, agent, or officer 
in such service has settled his accounts of the 
preceding year, and has satisfactorily shown 
that all balances in favor of the Government, 
which may appear to be in his hands, are ready 
to be paid over on the order of the Secretary of 
the Interior. 

(R.S. § 2092.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 2092 derived from act June 27, 1846, ch. 34, § 1, 9 
Stat. 20. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees, 
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with 
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, 
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out in 
the Appendix to Title 5, Government Organization and 
Employees. 

Transfer of disbursement functions of all Government 
agencies with certain exceptions to the Fiscal Service, 
Treasury Department, see note set out under section 53 

of this title. 

INDIAN AGENTS 

The services of Indian agents have been dispensed 

with. See note set out under section 64 of this title. 

SUPERINTENDENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

No appropriation for any superintendent of Indian af-

fairs has been made since act Mar. 3, 1877, ch. 101, § 1, 

19 Stat. 271. 

§ 132. Mode of distribution of goods 

Whenever goods and merchandise are delivered 
to the chiefs of a tribe, for the tribe, such goods 
and merchandise shall be turned over by the 
agent or superintendent of such tribe to the 
chiefs in bulk, and in the original package, as 
nearly as practicable, and in the presence of the 
headmen of the tribe, if practicable, to be dis-
tributed to the tribe by the chiefs in such man-
ner as the chiefs may deem best, in the presence 
of the agent or superintendent. 

(R.S. § 2090.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 2090 derived from act Apr. 10, 1869, ch. 16, § 2, 16 

Stat. 39. 

INDIAN AGENTS 

The services of Indian agents have been dispensed 

with. See note set out under section 64 of this title. 

§ 133. Rolls of Indians entitled to supplies 

For the purpose of properly distributing the 
supplies appropriated for the Indian Service, it 
is made the duty of each agent in charge of Indi-
ans and having supplies to distribute, to make 
out, at the commencement of each fiscal year, 
rolls of the Indians entitled to supplies at the 
agency, with the names of the Indians and of the 
heads of families or lodges, with the number in 
each family or lodge, and to give out supplies to 
the heads of families, and not to the heads of 
tribes or bands, and not to give out supplies for 
a greater length of time than one week in ad-
vance. 

(Mar. 3, 1875, ch. 132, § 4, 18 Stat. 449.) 

INDIAN AGENTS 

The services of Indian agents have been dispensed 

with. See note set out under section 64 of this title. 

§ 134. Appropriations for supplies available im-
mediately; time for distribution 

So much of the appropriations of any annual 
Indian Appropriation Act as may be required to 
pay for goods and supplies, for expenses incident 
to their purchase, and for transportation of the 
same, for the fiscal year for which such appro-
priations are made, shall be immediately avail-
able, upon the approval of such Act, but no such 
goods or supplies shall be distributed or deliv-
ered to any of said Indians prior to the begin-
ning of such fiscal year. 

(Mar. 1, 1907, ch. 2285, 34 Stat. 1016.) 

§ 135. Supplies distributed so as to prevent defi-
ciencies 

It shall be the duty of the Secretary of the In-
terior, and the officers charged by law with the 
distribution of supplies to the Indians, under ap-
propriations made by law, to distribute them 
and pay them out to the Indians entitled to 
them, in such proper proportions as that the 
amount of appropriation made for the current 



Page 36 TITLE 25—INDIANS § 136 

year shall not be expended before the end of 
such current year, so as to prevent deficiencies; 
and no expenditure shall be made or liability in-
curred on the part of the Government on ac-
count of the Indian Service for any fiscal year 
(unless in compliance with existing law) beyond 
the amount of money previously appropriated 
for said service during such year. 

(Mar. 3, 1875, ch. 132, § 6, 18 Stat. 450.) 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees, 

and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-

tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with 

power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, 

eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out in 

the Appendix to Title 5, Government Organization and 

Employees. 

§ 136. Commutation of rations and other supplies; 
payment per capita 

When, in the judgment of the Secretary of the 
Interior, any Indian tribe, or part thereof, who 
are receiving rations and clothing and other 
supplies under the Act of July 1, 1898, chapter 
545, are sufficiently advanced in civilization to 
purchase such rations and clothing and other 
supplies judiciously, they may commute the 
same and pay the value thereof in money per 
capita to such tribe or part thereof, the manner 
of such payment to be prescribed by the Sec-
retary of the Interior. 

(July 1, 1898, ch. 545, § 7, 30 Stat. 596.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Act of July 1, 1898, referred to in text, is act July 1, 

1898, ch. 545, 30 Stat. 573, as amended, which enacted 

sections 32, 136, and 191 of this title and amended sec-

tion 27 of this title. For complete classification of this 

Act to the Code, see Tables. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees, 

and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-

tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with 

power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, 

eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out in 

the Appendix to Title 5, Government Organization and 

Employees. 

§ 137. Supplies distributed to able-bodied males 
on condition 

For the purpose of inducing Indians to labor 
and become self-supporting, it is provided that, 
in distributing the supplies and annuities to the 
Indians for whom the same are appropriated, the 
agent distributing the same shall require all 
able-bodied male Indians between the ages of 
eighteen and forty-five to perform service upon 
the reservation, for the benefit of themselves or 
of the tribe, at a reasonable rate, to be fixed by 
the agent in charge, and to an amount equal in 
value to the supplies to be delivered; and the al-
lowances provided for such Indians shall be dis-
tributed to them only upon condition of the per-
formance of such labor, under such rules and 
regulations as the agent may prescribe: Pro-

vided, That the Secretary of the Interior may, 
by written order, except any particular tribe, or 
portion of tribe, from the operation of this pro-
vision where he deems it proper and expedient. 

(Mar. 3, 1875, ch. 132, § 3, 18 Stat. 449.) 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees, 

and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-

tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with 

power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, 

eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out in 

the Appendix to Title 5, Government Organization and 

Employees. 

INDIAN AGENTS 

The services of Indian agents have been dispensed 

with. See note set out under section 64 of this title. 

§ 138. Goods withheld from chiefs violating trea-
ty stipulations 

No delivery of goods or merchandise shall be 
made to the chiefs of any tribe, by authority of 
any treaty, if such chiefs have violated the stip-
ulations contained in such treaty upon their 
part. 

(R.S. § 2101.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 2101 derived from act Apr. 10, 1869, ch. 16, § 2, 16 

Stat. 39. 

§ 139. Appropriations for subsistence 

The Secretary of the Interior, under the direc-
tion of the President, may use any surplus that 
may remain in any of the appropriations for the 
purchase of subsistence for the several Indian 
tribes, to an amount not exceeding $25,000 in the 
aggregate, to supply any subsistence deficiency 
that may occur: Provided, That any diversions 
which shall be made under authority of this sec-
tion shall be reported in detail, and the reason 
therefor, to Congress, at the session of Congress 
next succeeding such diversion. 

(Mar. 1, 1907, ch. 2285, 34 Stat. 1016.) 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees, 

and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-

tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with 

power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, 

eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out in 

the Appendix to Title 5, Government Organization and 

Employees. 

§ 140. Diversion of appropriations for employees 
and supplies 

The several appropriations made for millers, 
blacksmiths, engineers, carpenters, physicians, 
and other persons, and for various articles pro-
vided for by treaty stipulation for the several 
Indian tribes, may be diverted to other uses for 
the benefit of said tribes, respectively, within 
the discretion of the President, and with the 
consent of said tribes, expressed in the usual 
manner; and he shall cause report to be made to 
Congress, at its next session thereafter, of his 
action under this provision. 

(Mar. 1, 1907, ch. 2285, 34 Stat. 1016.) 

DELEGATION OF FUNCTIONS 

For delegation to Secretary of the Interior of author-

ity vested in President by this section, see Ex. Ord. No. 

10250, June 5, 1951, 16 F.R. 5385, set out as a note under 

section 301 of Title 3, The President. 
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