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than 90 days after Oct. 4, 1976, see section 1906(d)(1) of
Pub. L. 94-455, set out as a note under section 6013 of
this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1975 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 93-625 effective July 1, 1975,
and applicable to amounts outstanding on such date or
arising thereafter, see section 7(e) of Pub. L. 93-625, set
out as an Effective Date note under section 6621 of this
title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1970 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 91-614 applicable with respect
to decedents dying after Dec. 31, 1970, see section 101(j)
of Pub. L. 91-614, set out as a note under section 2032 of
this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1969 AMENDMENT

Amendment Pub. L. 91-172 applicable to taxable years
beginning after Dec. 31, 1969, see section 213(d) of Pub.
L. 91-172, set out as an Effective Date note under sec-
tion 183 of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1964 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 88-272 effective, except for
purposes of section 21 of this title, with respect to tax-
able years beginning after Dec. 31, 1963, see section 131
of Pub. L. 88-272, set out as a note under section 1 of
this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1958 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 85-866 effective Aug. 17, 1954,
see section 1(c)(2) of Pub. L. 85-866, set out as a note
under section 165 of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1956 AMENDMENT

Amendment by act June 29, 1956, effective June 29,
1956, see section 211 of act June 29, 1956, set out as a
note under section 4041 of this title.
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§6511. Limitations on credit or refund
(a) Period of limitation on filing claim

Claim for credit or refund of an overpayment
of any tax imposed by this title in respect of
which tax the taxpayer is required to file a re-
turn shall be filed by the taxpayer within 3
years from the time the return was filed or 2
years from the time the tax was paid, whichever
of such periods expires the later, or if no return
was filed by the taxpayer, within 2 years from
the time the tax was paid. Claim for credit or re-
fund of an overpayment of any tax imposed by
this title which is required to be paid by means
of a stamp shall be filed by the taxpayer within
3 years from the time the tax was paid.

(b) Limitation on allowance of credits and re-
funds

(1) Filing of claim within prescribed period

No credit or refund shall be allowed or made
after the expiration of the period of limitation
prescribed in subsection (a) for the filing of a
claim for credit or refund, unless a claim for
credit or refund is filed by the taxpayer within
such period.
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(2) Limit on amount of credit or refund

(A) Limit where claim filed within 3-year pe-
riod

If the claim was filed by the taxpayer dur-
ing the 3-year period prescribed in sub-
section (a), the amount of the credit or re-
fund shall not exceed the portion of the tax
paid within the period, immediately preced-
ing the filing of the claim, equal to 3 years
plus the period of any extension of time for
filing the return. If the tax was required to
be paid by means of a stamp, the amount of
the credit or refund shall not exceed the por-
tion of the tax paid within the 3 years imme-
diately preceding the filing of the claim.

(B) Limit where claim not filed within 3-year
period

If the claim was not filed within such 3-
year period, the amount of the credit or re-
fund shall not exceed the portion of the tax
paid during the 2 years immediately preced-
ing the filing of the claim.

(C) Limit if no claim filed

If no claim was filed, the credit or refund
shall not exceed the amount which would be
allowable under subparagraph (A) or (B), as
the case may be, if claim was filed on the
date the credit or refund is allowed.

(c) Special rules applicable in case of extension
of time by agreement

If an agreement under the provisions of sec-
tion 6501(c)(4) extending the period for assess-
ment of a tax imposed by this title is made
within the period prescribed in subsection (a) for
the filing of a claim for credit or refund—

(1) Time for filing claim

The period for filing claim for credit or re-
fund or for making credit or refund if no claim
is filed, provided in subsections (a) and (b)(1),
shall not expire prior to 6 months after the ex-
piration of the period within which an assess-
ment may be made pursuant to the agreement
or any extension thereof under section
6501(c)(4).

(2) Limit on amount

If a claim is filed, or a credit or refund is al-
lowed when no claim was filed, after the exe-
cution of the agreement and within 6 months
after the expiration of the period within which
an assessment may be made pursuant to the
agreement or any extension thereof, the
amount of the credit or refund shall not ex-
ceed the portion of the tax paid after the exe-
cution of the agreement and before the filing
of the claim or the making of the credit or re-
fund, as the case may be, plus the portion of
the tax paid within the period which would be
applicable under subsection (b)(2) if a claim
had been filed on the date the agreement was
executed.

(3) Claims not subject to special rule

This subsection shall not apply in the case of
a claim filed, or credit or refund allowed if no
claim is filed, either—
(A) prior to the execution of the agree-
ment or
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