§7455

and not applicable to any benefit arising from a trans-
action pursuant to any written contract which was
binding on Sept. 13, 1995, and at all times thereafter be-
fore such transaction occurred, see section 1311(d)(1), (2)
of Pub. L. 104-168, set out as a note under section 4955
of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1987 AMENDMENT

Amendment by section 10712(c)(6) of Pub. L. 100-203
applicable to taxable years beginning after Dec. 22,
1987, see section 10712(d) of Pub. L. 100-203, set out as an
Effective Date note under section 4955 of this title.

Amendment by section 10714(b) of Pub. L. 100-203 ap-
plicable to taxable years beginning after Dec. 22, 1987,
see section 10714(e) of Pub. L. 100-203, set out as an Ef-
fective Date note under section 4912 of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1980 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 96-222 effective as if included
in the provisions of the Black Lung Benefits Revenue
Act of 1977, Pub. L. 95-227, see section 108(b)(4) of Pub.
L. 96-222, set out as a note under section 192 of this
title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1978 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 95-227 applicable with respect
to contributions, acts, and expenditures made after
Dec. 31, 1977, in and for taxable years beginning after
such date, see section 4(f) of Pub. L. 95-227, set out as
an Effective Date note under section 192 of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1969 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 91-172 effective Jan. 1, 1970,
see section 101(k)(1) of Pub. L. 91-172, set out as an Ef-
fective Date note under section 4940 of this title.

§7455. Service of process

The mailing by certified mail or registered
mail of any pleading, decision, order, notice, or
process in respect of proceedings before the Tax
Court shall be held sufficient service of such
pleading, decision, order, notice, or process.

(Aug. 16, 1954, ch. 736, 68A Stat. 884, Pub. L.
85-866, title I, §89(b), Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1665.)

AMENDMENTS

1958—Pub. L. 85-866 inserted ‘‘certified mail or” be-
fore ‘‘registered mail’’.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1958 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 85-866 applicable only if mail-
ing occurs after Sept. 2, 1958, see section 89(d) of Pub.
L. 85-866, set out as a note under section 7502 of this
title.

§7456. Administration of oaths and procurement
of testimony

(a) In general

For the efficient administration of the func-
tions vested in the Tax Court or any division
thereof, any judge or special trial judge of the
Tax Court, the clerk of the court or his deputies,
as such, or any other employee of the Tax Court
designated in writing for the purpose by the
chief judge, may administer oaths, and any
judge or special trial judge of the Tax Court
may examine witnesses and require, by sub-
poena ordered by the Tax Court or any division
thereof and signed by the judge or special trial
judge (or by the clerk of the Tax Court or by any
other employee of the Tax Court when acting as
deputy clerk)—

(1) the attendance and testimony of wit-
nesses, and the production of all necessary re-
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turns, books, papers, documents, correspond-
ence, and other evidence, from any place in
the United States at any designated place of
hearing, or

(2) the taking of a deposition before any des-
ignated individual competent to administer
oaths under this title. In the case of a deposi-
tion the testimony shall be reduced to writing
by the individual taking the deposition or
under his direction and shall then be sub-
scribed by the deponent.

(b) Production of records in the case of foreign
corporations, foreign trusts or estates and
nonresident alien individuals

The Tax Court or any division thereof, upon
motion and notice by the Secretary, and upon
good cause shown therefor, shall order any for-
eign corporation, foreign trust or estate, or non-
resident alien individual, who has filed a peti-
tion with the Tax Court, to produce, or, upon
satisfactory proof to the Tax Court or any of its
divisions, that the petitioner is wunable to
produce, to make available to the Secretary,
and, in either case, to permit the inspection,
copying, or photographing of, such books,
records, documents, memoranda, correspondence
and other papers, wherever situated, as the Tax
Court or any division thereof, may deem rel-
evant to the proceedings and which are in the
possession, custody or control of the petitioner,
or of any person directly or indirectly under his
control or having control over him or subject to
the same common control. If the petitioner fails
or refuses to comply with any of the provisions
of such order, after reasonable time for compli-
ance has been afforded to him, the Tax Court or
any division thereof, upon motion, shall make
an order striking out pleadings or parts thereof,
or dismissing the proceeding or any part there-
of, or rendering a judgment by default against
the petitioner. For the purpose of this sub-
section, the term ‘‘foreign trust or estate’’ in-
cludes an estate or trust, any fiduciary of which
is a foreign corporation or nonresident alien in-
dividual; and the term ‘‘control’” is not limited
to legal control.

(c) Incidental powers

The Tax Court and each division thereof shall
have power to punish by fine or imprisonment,
at its discretion, such contempt of its authority,
and none other, as—

(1) misbehavior of any person in its presence
or so near thereto as to obstruct the adminis-
tration of justice;

(2) misbehavior of any of its officers in their
official transactions; or

(3) disobedience or resistance to its lawful
writ, process, order, rule, decree, or command.

It shall have such assistance in the carrying out
of its lawful writ, process, order, rule, decree, or
command as is available to a court of the United
States. The United States marshal for any dis-
trict in which the Tax Court is sitting shall,
when requested by the chief judge of the Tax
Court, attend any session of the Tax Court in
such district and may otherwise provide, when
requested by the chief judge of the Tax Court,
for the security of the Tax Court, including the
personal protection of Tax Court judges, court
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