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District of Columbia, or may unite into one dis-
trict two or more States. 

(Aug. 16, 1954, ch. 736, 68A Stat. 904; Pub. L. 86–70, 
§ 22(e), June 25, 1959, 73 Stat. 146; Pub. L. 94–455, 
title XIX, § 1906(a)(53), Oct. 4, 1976, 90 Stat. 1832.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1976—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 94–455 struck out ‘‘Terri-
tory’’ after ‘‘any State’’ and ‘‘or a Territory and one or 
more States’’ after ‘‘two or more States’’. 

1959—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 86–70 substituted ‘‘may 
unite into one district two or more States or a Terri-
tory and one or more States’’ for ‘‘may unite two or 
more States or Territories into one district’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1959 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 86–70 effective Jan. 3, 1959, see 
section 22(i) of Pub. L. 86–70, set out as a note under 
section 3121 of this title. 

DELEGATION OF FUNCTIONS 

For delegation to Secretary of the Treasury of au-
thority vested in President by this section, see section 
1(g) of Ex. Ord. No. 10289, Sept. 17, 1951, 16 F.R. 9499, as 
amended, set out as a note under section 301 of Title 3, 
The President. 

§ 7622. Authority to administer oaths and certify 

(a) Internal revenue personnel 

Every officer or employee of the Treasury De-
partment designated by the Secretary for that 
purpose is authorized to administer such oaths 
or affirmations and to certify to such papers as 
may be necessary under the internal revenue 
laws or regulations made thereunder. 

(b) Others 

Any oath or affirmation required or author-
ized under any internal revenue law or under 
any regulations made thereunder may be admin-
istered by any person authorized to administer 
oaths for general purposes by the law of the 
United States, or of any State or possession of 
the United States, or of the District of Colum-
bia, wherein such oath or affirmation is admin-
istered. This subsection shall not be construed 
as an exclusive enumeration of the persons who 
may administer such oaths or affirmations. 

(Aug. 16, 1954, ch. 736, 68A Stat. 904; Pub. L. 
94–455, title XIX, § 1906(b)(13)(A), (c)(2), Oct. 4, 
1976, 90 Stat. 1834, 1835.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1976—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 94–455, § 1906(b)(13)(A), 
struck out ‘‘or his delegate’’ after ‘‘Secretary’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 94–455, § 1906(c)(2), struck out 
‘‘Territory’’ after ‘‘any State’’. 

§ 7623. Expenses of detection of underpayments 
and fraud, etc. 

(a) In general 

The Secretary, under regulations prescribed 
by the Secretary, is authorized to pay such sums 
as he deems necessary for— 

(1) detecting underpayments of tax, or 
(2) detecting and bringing to trial and pun-

ishment persons guilty of violating the inter-
nal revenue laws or conniving at the same, 

in cases where such expenses are not otherwise 
provided for by law. Any amount payable under 
the preceding sentence shall be paid from the 

proceeds of amounts collected by reason of the 
information provided, and any amount so col-
lected shall be available for such payments. 

(b) Awards to whistleblowers 

(1) In general 

If the Secretary proceeds with any adminis-
trative or judicial action described in sub-
section (a) based on information brought to 
the Secretary’s attention by an individual, 
such individual shall, subject to paragraph (2), 
receive as an award at least 15 percent but not 
more than 30 percent of the proceeds collected 
as a result of the action (including any related 
actions) or from any settlement in response to 
such action (determined without regard to 
whether such proceeds are available to the 
Secretary). The determination of the amount 
of such award by the Whistleblower Office 
shall depend upon the extent to which the in-
dividual substantially contributed to such ac-
tion. 

(2) Award in case of less substantial contribu-
tion 

(A) In general 

In the event the action described in para-
graph (1) is one which the Whistleblower Of-
fice determines to be based principally on 
disclosures of specific allegations (other 
than information provided by the individual 
described in paragraph (1)) resulting from a 
judicial or administrative hearing, from a 
governmental report, hearing, audit, or in-
vestigation, or from the news media, the 
Whistleblower Office may award such sums 
as it considers appropriate, but in no case 
more than 10 percent of the proceeds col-
lected as a result of the action (including 
any related actions) or from any settlement 
in response to such action (determined with-
out regard to whether such proceeds are 
available to the Secretary), taking into ac-
count the significance of the individual’s in-
formation and the role of such individual 
and any legal representative of such individ-
ual in contributing to such action. 

(B) Nonapplication of paragraph where indi-
vidual is original source of information 

Subparagraph (A) shall not apply if the in-
formation resulting in the initiation of the 
action described in paragraph (1) was origi-
nally provided by the individual described in 
paragraph (1). 

(3) Reduction in or denial of award 

If the Whistleblower Office determines that 
the claim for an award under paragraph (1) or 
(2) is brought by an individual who planned 
and initiated the actions that led to the under-
payment of tax or actions described in sub-
section (a)(2), then the Whistleblower Office 
may appropriately reduce such award. If such 
individual is convicted of criminal conduct 
arising from the role described in the preced-
ing sentence, the Whistleblower Office shall 
deny any award. 

(4) Appeal of award determination 

Any determination regarding an award 
under paragraph (1), (2), or (3) may, within 30 
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